











FROM EBOLA TO ZIKA:
DIFFICULTIES OF PRESENT AND EMERGING INFECTIOUS DISEASES

The University Seminar on Population Biology (521)

APRIL 19, 2016

10:45-11:00 am
Modulation of Immune Responses by Dengue Virus
Ana Fernandez-Sesma, Icahn School of Medicine
at Mt. Sinai Hospital

1:00-1:45 pm
The Psychosocial Aspects of a Deadly Epidemic:
Ebola
Julia Kuriansky, Columbia University

1:45-2:30 pm
The Zika Virus and Its Implications
Vincent Racaniello, Columbia University
College of Physicians and Surgeons

2:45-3:30 pm
The Latest News about Methicillin-Resistant
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA)
Zika: CDC/Cynthia Goldsmith Davida Smyth, New York University and
Mercy College
9:00-9:15 am | Introductory Remarks
Robert Pollack, Director of the Columbia
University Seminars
Introduced by Kathleen A. Nolan and Alison Cucco
(co-chairs), St. Francis College and the Cold
Spring Harbor DNA Learning Center

9:15-10:00 am
Malaria in Today’s World
Maureen Ty, New York University
School of Medicine

10:00-10:45 am
Ticks and Tick-Born Diseases

Julian Pool, Calder Lab, Fordham University Ebola: 2014 National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID)
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THE QUANTITATIVE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY:
A SYMPOSIUM

The University Seminar on Eighteenth Century Europe (417)

APRIL 21, 2016

Conference Panelists:
The Accountant in the Ruins: The Man of Feeling,
Bookkeeping, and the Literary Fragment
Dwight Codr, Associate Professor of English,
University of Connecticut

Quantification as Corporatization:
Malthus and the East India College
John 0’Brien, Professor of English,
University of Virginia

Counting Down to Disciplinarity
Cliff Siskin, Professor of English,
New York University.

Abstracts:

Dwight Codr: In his posthumously published Anecdotes
and Egotisms Henry Mackenzie tells us that he was in
London, training to become a lawyer and an accoun-
tant, when he began thinking and working on a book
that would eventually be regarded as one of the eigh-
teenth century’s most affecting tales: the fragmentary
sentimental novella, The Man of Feeling (1771). While
critics and admirers have typically dismissed as charm-
ingly perverse the fact that a lawyer working in the Ex-
chequer was behind this tremendously popular tale of
sentiment, I wish to suggest some of the more substan-
tial ways in which the ethics and the ethos of the frag-
ment relate to the totalizing practices of accounting. For
if, as Thomas McFarland has convincingly shown, the
fragment is a defining attribute of a certain Romantic
worldview, it was also a defining attribute of sentimen-
talism, its rise and progress coinciding with the natural-
ization of quantitative technologies of valuation.

John O’Brien: It is often noted that Thomas Robert Mal-
thus, who achieved fame and notoriety upon the publi-
cation of his Essay on Principle of Population in 1798,
was the first person to be appointed as a professor of
political economy, thereby gaining the discipline its first
foothold in the academy. What generally goes unre-
marked in such references is the nature of the institu-
tion for which Malthus worked: the East India College.
This was a unique institution: authorized by Parliament
but controlled by the East India Company, the College
was designed to prepare students for careers as admin-
istrators in the territory that the Company had con-
quered in the Indian subcontinent. This talk uses two
essays that Malthus published in the 1810s to defend the
College against its numerous opponents. Here Malthus
is important, not as a teacher of Political Economy,
but as an instrument of Britain’s largest corporation,
extending the quantitative logic that had made him
famous to the project of modernizing and standardiz-
ing the persons who would go on to rule sixty millions
of population on the Indian subcontinent.

Cliff Siskin: “Counting Down to Disciplinarity” will bring
quantification and visualization to bear on the shaping
of modern knowledge. How did we end up inside of
narrow-but-deep disciplines? I call the computational
environment we will enter to answer this question
“Tectonics,” for it’s filled with shapes that resemble the
plates that float on the surface of the earth. We'll track
their movements through the eighteenth century until
a consequential collision in the last decade—a collision
with aftershocks that we still feel today.
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APPETITIVE BEHAVIOR FESTCHRIFT:
A SYMPOSIUM HONORING TONY SCLAFANI AND KAREN ACKROFF

The University Seminar on Appetitive Behavior (529)

Supported by DuPont Nutrition & Health, PepsiCo, the New York Obesity Research Center at
Columbia University Medical Center, and the Columbia University Seminar on Appetitive Behavior

THURSDAY, MAY 5, 2016

1:10 pm | Introductory Remarks

Allan Geliebter, PhD, Mount Sinai-St. Luke’s Hospital,
Touro College and University System, and

Teacher’s College, Columbia University

1:25 pm
Tony’s Early Contributions: Identification
of Hypothalamic Feeding Pathways
Joseph R. Vasselli, PhD, New York Obesity
Research Center, Columbia University
Medical Center

1:55 pm
Sclafani and the Phases of Obesity
Gerard P. Smith, MD, Department of Psychiatry,
Weill Cornell Medical College

2:25 pm
Merging Preferences, Pharmacology,
Brain Sites and Genetic Variance
Richard Bodnar, PhD, Queens College,
The City University of New York

2:55 pm
Behavioral Evidence for T1R-Independent Taste
Receptor Mechanisms in the Signaling of Select
Carbohydrate Stimuli
Alan C. Spector, PhD, Florida State University

3:55 pm
Gut-Brain Nutrient Sensing in Food Reward
Gary J. Schwartz, PhD, Albert Einstein
College of Medicine

4:25 pm
Chemosensory Mechanisms Underlying the
Attraction to Carbohydrates
John I. Glendinning, PhD, Barnard College,
Columbia University
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4:55 pm
The Convergence of Psychology and Neurobiology
in Flavor-Nutrient Learning

Kevin Myers, PhD, Bucknell University

5:25 pm
A Sipometer for Measuring Reward Value
in Humans

Harry Kissileff, PhD, New York Obesity Research
Center, Columbia University Medical Center

5:55 pm | Closing Remarks
Anthony Sclafani, PhD, Brooklyn College,
The City University of New York

Anthony (Tony) Sclafani was a psychology major at
Brooklyn College of the City University of New
York (1962-1966). He did his graduate work in Bio-
psychology at the University of Chicago (1966-1970),
first in Eckhart Hess’s imprinting laboratory and then
for three years in Sebastian P. Grossman’s behavioral
neuroscience laboratory. Tony’s dissertation research
investigated the role of medial hypothalamic neural cir-
cuits in the control of food intake, food preferences and
body weight regulation. He developed a novel surgical
knife to transect hypothalamic and brainstem neural
pathways to dissect the behavioral and neuroanatomi-
cal components of the hypothalamic obesity syndrome.
While in graduate school he married his high school
sweetheart (Joan Schwarz), and she joined the pedi-
atric nursing department at the University of Chicago
Hospital. In 1970 the Sclafani family (including their
infant son Matthew) returned to New York where Tony
began his academic career as an assistant professor of

psychology at Brooklyn College. Life in Brooklyn was



very productive and the family added two more sons
(Christopher and Michael) while Tony rose through the
ranks to become a Distinguished Professor in 1994.

At his Brooklyn lab, Tony continued his studies on
hypothalamic feeding systems. In collaboration with
Henry Koopmans, he also utilized the hypothalamic
obese animal as a model to investigate the weight reduc-
ing effects of intestinal bypass surgery. An important
feature of the hypothalamic obesity syndrome is its de-
pendence on diet palatability; the obese animal overeats
the most with palatable sugar and fat rich foods. This
led Tony and his students to discover that overeating
and obesity can be induced in otherwise normal ani-
mals by feeding them an assortment of super-palatable
high-fat, high-sugar foods marketed to humans. This
“cafeteria diet” obesity stimulated wide-
spread interest in the dietary deter-
minants of overeating and obesity in
animals. Research in the Sclafani lab
first focused on the role of sweet taste in
driving the intake of high-sugar foods.
This led to the unexpected finding that
rodents have multiple carbohydrate
taste receptors that stimulate their appe-
tite for starch and starch-derived poly-
saccharides as well as for sugars. Other
labs discovered that rodents also have
fat taste receptors which became an ac-
tive area of research in the Sclafani lab.

Carbohydrate and fat are not only
tasted in the mouth but they are also
“sensed” in the gut. For the last 30 years
Tony, his students and collaborators
have investigated how nutrient sensing in the gut can
stimulate food intake and condition food preferences
through a process referred to as “appetition.” Their re-
search has compared the conditioning actions of dif-
ferent nutrients (sugars, fats, proteins, umami) and
infusion sites (stomach, intestines, hepatic portal vein).
Other studies investigated peripheral neural path-
ways (vagus, splanchnic nerve), GI hormones (CCK,
ghrelin), brain sites (e.g., parabrachial nucleus, hypo-

thalamus, amygdala) and neurochemical systems (e.g.,

dopamine, opioid, GABA) involved in flavor-nutrient
conditioning. Most recent work has identified the so-
dium glucose transporters SGLT1, SGLT3 and the fatty
acid receptors GPR40 and GPR120 as critical intesti-
nal sensors in post-oral carbohydrate and fat appetite
stimulation. Tony’s research has been supported since
1971 by research grants from the National Institutes of
Health including an NIMH Senior Research Scientist
Award and a NIDDK Merit Award.

In 1972 Tony was invited to be a charter member of
the newly established Appetitive Seminar at Columbia
University. He presented his first seminar that year fol-
lowed by 15 subsequent presentations over the next

several decades, during which he attended over 400

seminars. Tony and other Seminar members were in-

strumental in founding the Society for the Study of
Ingestive Behavior (SSIB) and the North American
Association for the Study of Obesity (now the Obesity
Society). Tony served as President for both societies.
His participation in the Appetitive Seminar, SSIB and
the Obesity Society had a major impact on Tony’s re-
search career, fostered collaborations with many distin-
guished scientists and great friendships. During his 46
years at Brooklyn College, Tony was fortunate to have

many excellent undergraduate, graduate and post-doc-
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toral students as well as research technicians who were
responsible for the lab’s research productivity. For the
last 30 years his most important collaborator has been
Karen Ackroff who joined the lab as a post-doctoral
fellow and became co-director. Tony looks forward to
participating in future Appetitive seminars and learn-
ing about the exciting new developments in ingestive

behavior research.

Karen Ackroff began her scientific training in her home-
town, at the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee. She
started as an art major, but switched after discover-
ing physiological psychology. Karen’s undergraduate
studies of conditioned odor aversion developed from
experiments in the lab for the advanced physiological
psychology course, and she became a lab instructor in
her senior year. Karen stayed to conduct an analysis of
heart rate conditioning for the master’s degree. After
she married fellow graduate student John Ackroff, he
landed a job at Bell Laboratories and they moved to
New Jersey.

Karen continued her graduate work at Rutgers
University, joining George Collier’s laboratory. George
had adapted operant technologies to study foraging be-
havior in the lab, and Karen studied rats’ abilities to ad-
just for caloric density and nutrient content of foraged
foods. She and George’s research colleague Deanne
Johnson improved data collection from cumulative
records, interfacing a desktop computer (with 8K of
memory!) to the existing electromechanical equipment
so the lab could track animals’ foraging more efficiently.
Karen studied nutrition and ecology as well as psy-
chology, and her dissertation on nutrient selection by
foraging rats combined all three. When she was about
to finish, Mike Vigorito was leaving his post-doc posi-
tion in the Sclafani lab at Brooklyn College, and Tony
was looking for a new post-doc. Karen joined the lab in
1987, starting a few weeks before graduation.

Karen was already familiar with Tony’s work on
carbohydrate appetite, having been recruited by George
to help him review the many papers that were published
together in an issue of Neuroscience and Biobehavioral

Reviews. Tony’s lab was a lively place, and had recently
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started the next phase of his research, evaluating fla-
vor preference conditioning by carbohydrates and fats.
Karen continued the studies of carbohydrate appetite,
adding nutrient selection and expanding the evalua-
tion of different carbohydrate sources. In particular,
the evidence converged to show that the simple sugar
fructose was less rewarding than glucose, providing an
early hint about the nature of the post-oral signal. With
Francois Lucas, she studied oral and post-oral fat pref-
erence and flavor conditioning. She joined Tony during
an interesting sabbatical at Hoffmann-La Roche, work-
ing on a project with the lipase inhibitor orlistat, and
then returned to Brooklyn College. There was so much
good science to be done that she never found a reason
to leave.

During her 30 years in Tony’s lab, she has enjoyed
their many collaborations with scientists studying taste,
gastrointestinal function, metabolism, neural circuitry,
pharmacology and learning. She has been a co-investi-
gator on several of Tony’s projects, continuing the use of
George’s foraging model, studying the flavor preference
conditioning effects of alcohol from a nutrient perspec-
tive, and evaluating the post-oral rewarding effects of
monosodium glutamate. Karens main interests are
still focused on the effects of macronutrients on food
choice, but the emphasis has shifted from a largely be-
havioral approach in the Collier lab to a search for the
signals that animals use to associate flavor and post-oral
effects in the Sclafani lab. She feels privileged that she
could contribute to their scientific achievements.

Karen’s exposure to the Columbia Appetitive Be-
havior Seminar began when George started infiltrating
the group by bringing his students. He thought that the
meetings would be a great way to keep students excited
about science, and he was absolutely correct. Karen
has also been a member of the Society for the Study
of Ingestive Behavior since its founding, in 1987. She
edited the Society’s newsletter from 1990-1999 and
again from 2014-2016, and served two terms on its
Board of Directors. Both of these academic groups have
been a source of great scientific knowledge and great

friendship.



INDIGENOUS PEOPLES' RIGHTS AND UNREPORTED STRUGGLES:
CONFLICT AND PEACE

The University Seminar on Indigenous Studies (771)

From the beginning of their interface with the United
Nations in the early 1980s, Indigenous peoples have
recounted numerous stories about contemporary con-
flicts that ravage their lands and communities, resulting
in massacres, rape and other gross violations of human
rights, including forced conscription to the army and
militia, heavy militarization of their areas, destruction
of their cultural heritage, outright settlement of their
lands, displacement and deprivation of their means
of livelihood. Many of those situations often go unre-
ported, ignored by mainstream media and pushed into
political invisibility or trivialized by states and non-
state actors, such as corporations. The uniqueness of
the historical experience of Indigenous peoples creates
many blind spots in the mainstream and areas of ur-
gent investigation for scholars and advocates. In other
situations efforts towards peace agreements or similar
arrangements have been made, but the gaps of imple-

mentation remain:

» What are the forms of violence specific to indige-
nous peoples? Are there forms that do not express
themselves in physical violence? Are there specific
causes for conflicts affecting Indigenous peoples?
What can we learn from case studies?

o Can existing norms and policies for dealing with
conflict apply to Indigenous peoples?

« What is the international normative framework
applicable to conflict affecting Indigenous peoples
and its resolution? Has the adoption of the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
had an impact on conflict resolution and peace
solutions?

« Should Indigenous peoples-related conflicts be
handled differently from other so-called “ethnic
conflicts™?

o What gaps must be addressed in terms of
national and international mechanisms for the
prevention of atrocities and the promotion of
peace in cases where Indigenous peoples are
involved?

o What is the human rights approach and response
to the deliberate destruction of cultural heritage of
Indigenous peoples?

« How could existing mechanisms of conflict reso-
lution, national and international, be improved as
regards Indigenous peoples?

» What can be learned from efforts of conflict
resolution involving Indigenous peoples, includ-
ing peace agreements and a gender perspective,
in different parts of the world? Case studies and
regional perspectives will address these questions.

« What are the opportunities we can seize to make
progress in this area and what recommendations
can we make to various parties?

SATURDAY, MAY 14, 2016

9:00 am | Ceremonial Opening of the International Seminar
Mr. Kevin Tarrant, Director, American Indian
Community House

Welcoming of Participants and Introduction to the Seminar
Prof. Elazar Barkan, Director, Institute for the Study of
Human Rights (ISHR), Columbia University

Prof. Elsa Stamatopoulou, Director, Indigenous Peoples’
Rights Program, ISHR, Columbia University

9:30-10:15 am | Keynote 1
Chair: Prof. Elazar Barkan, Director, Institute for the
Study of Human Rights (ISHR), Columbia University

Conflict, Peace, and the Human Rights

of Indigenous Peoples

Ms. Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, United Nations Special
Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
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10:30-11:45 am | Panel 1

Conflict and Peace: Overview of

Legal and Policy Frameworks

Chair: Prof. Elazar Barkan, Director, Institute for the
Study of Human Rights (ISHR), Columbia University

Legal Challenges in Contemporary Non-
International Armed Conflicts

Prof. Sarah Cleveland, Louis Henkin Professor of
Human and Constitutional Rights Faculty Co-
Director, Human Rights Institute, Columbia Law
School, Member of the Human Rights Committee

Perspectives from Asia

Ms. Joan Carling, General Secretary, Asian
Indigenous Peoples’ Pact, and Member of the
United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous
Issues

11:45 am-1:00pm | Panel 2
The Case of the Chittagong Hill Tracts in Bangladesh:
Implementing a Peace Agreement
Chair: Prof. Elsa Stamatopoulou, Director,
Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Program, ISHR,
Columbia University,
and Co-Chair, International Commission on the
Chittagong Hill Tracts

Raja Devasish Roy, Member of the UN Permanent
Forum on Indigenous Issues

Mr Sanjeeb Drong, Gen Secretary of Bangladesh
Adivasi Forum

Mr Pallab Chakma, Kapeeng Foundation

2:00-2:05 pm | Welcoming Remarks
Ambassador May-Elin Stener, Deputy Permanent
Representative of Norway to the UN

2:10-3:15 pm | Panel 3

Strengthening Tools for Peace Sustainability and
Indigenous Peoples

Chair: Dr. Laila Susanne Vars, Director of GALDU
(Resource Centre for the Rights of Indigenous Peoples)

Security Force Monitor

Mr. Tony Wilson, Director, Security Force Monitor
Project, Human Rights Institute, Columbia
University Law School
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Peace, Sustainability and Indigenous Peoples’ Rights
Prof. Neal B. Keating, Associate Professor of
Cultural Anthropology, Coordinator of Museum
Studies/Public History Program Department of
Anthropology, State University of New York

Food as a Tool for Peace Sustainability

Mr. Phrang Roy, Coordinator, Indigenous
Partnership for Agrobiodiversity and Food
Sovereignty

3:30-5:00 pm | Panel 4

Experiences from the North

Chair: Ms. Lola Garcia-Alix, International Work Group
on Indigenous Affairs

Words from Nay Yun Ti-Words from Our Ancient
Lands

Grand Chief Ed John, (Akile Choh) Tlazten Nation,
British Columbia, Canada,

Member of the UN Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues

The Implementation of the Sdmi People’s Right to
Self-determination as a Contribution to Conflict
Prevention

and Resolution

Dr. Laila Susanne Vars, Director of GALDU
(Resource Centre for the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples),

Member of the Sami Parliament, Member of the
Norwegian National UNESCO-Commission

Experiences of Indigenous Peoples in Russia Look
Relevant

Mr. Rodion Sulyandziga, Director of the Center
for support of indigenous peoples of the North\
Russian Indigenous Training Center (CSIPN/
RITC)

Forms of Structural Violence against Indigenous
Persons Living in Sakha Republic and Khanty-
Mansi Autonomous Okrug of Russian Federation
Dr. Ulia Gosart (Popova), American Indian Studies
Center, University of California, Los Angeles



SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2016

9:00-10:15 am | Panel 5

Experiences from Latin America

Chair: Ms. Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, UN Special Rapporteur
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

The Case of Nicaragua
Dr. Myrna Cunningham, Executive Director, CADPI,
Universidad Indigena Intercultural

The Experience of the Mayan Peoples in the Peace
Process of Guatemala

Mr. Francisco Cali, Member, Committee on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination

Intercultural Conflict and Peace Building: The
Experience of Chile

Prof. Jose Aylwin, Co-Director, Observatorio
Ciudadano, Chile

10:15-11:15 am | Panel 6

Experiences from Africa

Chair: Ms. Antonella Cordone, Senior Technical
Specialist, Indigenous Peoples and Tribal Issues Policy
and Technical Advisory Division, International Fund
for Agricultural Development

Experiences in Kenya and Tanzania
Dr. Naomi Kipuri, Executive Director, Arid Lands
Institute, Kenya

Unaccounted For: Indigenous Peoples Victims of
Conflicts in Africa

Dr. Albert Barume, Member, UN Expert Mechanism
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

11:30am-12:45 pm | Panel 7

United Nations and Regional Intergovernmental
Actions Applicable to Conflicts Affecting Indigenous
Peoples and their Resolution: Challenges and
Opportunities

Chair: Dr. Myrna Cunningham

Violence against Indigenous Peoples in the
Americas: Experiences, Legal Standards, and
Recommendations

Mr. Emilio Alvarez Icaza, Executive Secretary of the
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

Experiences of OHCHR, Including from the Field
Dr. Antti Korkeakivi, Chief, Indigenous Peoples and
Minorities Section,

Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights

Social and Political Dialogue as Peacemaker: Peace
as a Tool of Inclusion

Mr. Pedro Santiago Posada Arango, President, Fondo
Indigena de America Latina y el Caribe,

Director of Indigenous, Roma, and Minorities
Affairs, Colombia

12:45-1:30 pm | Keynote 2

The Human Rights Approach and Response to the
Intentional Destruction of Cultural Heritage

Chair: Prof. Elsa Stamatopoulou, Director, Indigenous
Peoples’ Rights Program, ISHR, Columbia University

The Human Rights Approach and Response to the
Intentional Destruction of Cultural Heritage

Prof. Karima Bennoune, UN Special Rapporteur in
the field of Cultural Rights

2:30-3:45 pm | Panel 8

Indigenous Women and Experiences in Dealing with
Peace-Making and Conflict

Chair: Prof. Yasmine Ergas, Director of Women and
Gender Program at SIPA

(School of International Public Affairs, Columbia
University)

Indigenous Women in India’s Northeast Region
at the Forefront of a Strong Non-Violent Peace
Movement

Ms. Binalakshmi Nepram, Founder, Manipour
Women Gun Survivors Network; Secretary
General, Control Arms Foundation of India
Environmental Violence against Indigenous Women
and Girls:

The UN Declaration as a Framework for Conflict
Resolution

Ms. Andrea Carmen, Executive Director,
International Indian Treaty Council (IITC)
Criminalization of Indigenous Human Rights
Defenders

Ms. Danika Littlechild, IITC Legal Counsel
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4:00-5:15 pm | Panel 9
Perspectives from the Pacific

58

Chair: Prof. Sarah Knuckey, Director of the Human
Rights Clinic, Columbia Law School

The Case of Rapa Nui

Mr. Santi Hitorangi Atamu, Member Mata Hitorangi,
Advocate for the Rapa Nui

People’s Right to Self-Determination

Mr. Rinko Tuki Tepano, Consejero National Indigena
Conflict and Peace in Australia and the Broader
Pacific

Mr. Les Malezer, Chairperson of the Foundation for
Aboriginal and Islander Research Action
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Closing Remarks

Organized and sponsored by The Institute for the Study
of Human Rights. Co-sponsored by the Columbia Uni-
versity Seminar on Indigenous Studies, the Center for
the Study of Ethnicity and Race, the Human Rights
Institute of Columbia Law School, Heyman Center
for the Humanities, the Department of Anthropology
at Columbia University, Galdu Resource Centre for
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Norway), the Inter-
national Work Group on Indigenous Affairs (Den-
mark),Tebtebba Foundation (The Philippines), and
Universidad Indigena Interculturalde America Latina y
el Caribe.



THE POWER TO MOVE
A Conference/ Workshop at Reid Hall, Columbia University’s Global Center in Paris

The University Seminar on Affect Studies (777)

JUNE 13, 2016

9:00 am-1:00 pm | Morning Sessions Morgan Dickson, Université de Picardie Jules Verne
Gender and the Writing of History Pratiques médiévales de réécriture: Le cas de la
Clare Lees, Kings College London doctrine avicennienne de pouvoir de ldme
The Charisma of Older Women en dehors du corps
Irina Dumitrescu, University of Bonn Béatrice Delaurenti, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en
Responsive Subjects: The Art of Alfric’s Colloquy Sciences Sociales
Patricia Dailey, Columbia University The Physical Prophet’ and the Powers of the

Imagination

2:30-5:30 pm | Afternoon Sessions

Koen Vermeir, Université Paris Diderot (Paris VII,
Horn Imagery and the Romance of the Horn

Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique)
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2013-2016 Seminars

elow is a listing of the 2015-2016 University Seminars, with their topics and speakers. The seminars are listed in
B order of their Seminar Number, which roughly follows their chronological founding. Some of our seminars are
still going strong after 70 years; new ones continue to be formed. Two seminars were inaugurated last year. Seminars
sometimes stop meeting, temporarily or permanently, for practical or intellectual reasons. Our seminars span a wide
range of interests, from contemporary and historical topics in religion, literature, and law, to technical and adminis-

trative issues in contemporary society, to area studies, Shakespeare, and the sciences.

THE PROBLEM OF PEACE (403)

Founded: 1945

This seminar is concerned broadly with the maintenance of international peace and security and with the settle-
ment of international disputes. It considers specific conflicts and also discusses the contemporary role of the United
Nations, multinational peacekeeping, humanitarian efforts and other measures for the resolution of international

conflicts.

Co-Chairs: Professor Peter T. Coleman, Professor Roy Lee
Rapporteur: Ms. Meredith Smith

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 22 Shifting Toward a Peace Paradigm through Peace Systems and Other Means
Douglas P. Fry, University of Alabama at Birmingham

February 25 What the Changing Nature of Conflict Means for Peacemaking
Jean-Marie Guéhenno, Columbia University

March 31 Child Protection and Sustainable Peace: The Power of Community Action
Mike Wessells, Columbia University

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Roy Lee, royslee@optonline.net
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STUDIES IN RELIGION (405)

Founded: 1945

The approaches to religion in this seminar range from the philosophical through the anthropological to the histori-
cal and comparative. We concern ourselves with religion in all of its manifestations—ancient and modern, primitive
and civilized, heretical and orthodox, individual and cosmic. The guiding thread is whatever subjects are uppermost
in the minds of those composing the membership at a given time. Since members come from different disciplines
as well as different traditions and have a variety of personal orientations, we are assured maximum openness and
flexibility.

Co-Chairs: Mr. Tony Carnes, Professor Sidney Greenfield
Rapporteur: Ms. Alyssa Shumaker

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 21 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Content and Methods of the Social Sciences
Labor Evangelicals: Faith, Authority and Resistance at Work
Ken Estey, Brooklyn College, The City University of New York

November 11 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Content and Methods of the Social Sciences
Reflections on Ta-Nehisi Coates
Garnette Cadogan, University of Virginia

December 2 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Content and Methods of the Social Sciences
Religiosity and Performance: Contemporary Dialogues
Marcia Contins, State University of Rio de Janeiro
Vénia Penha-Lopes, Bloomfield College of New Jersey

February 17 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Content and Methods of the Social Sciences
Religion and Revolution: Pentecostalism and the Revitalization of the Culture of Modernity
Sidney Greenfield, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

March 23 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Content and Methods of the Social Sciences
Religious Change in Brazil: Numbers, Movements, and Interpretations
Cecilia Mariz, State University of Rio de Janeiro and New York University

April 6 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Content and Methods of the Social Sciences
Hans Urs von Baltasar
Christopher Denny, St. John’s University
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May 4 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Content and Methods of the Social Sciences
Russian Religious Capital, Levels of Piety and Civil Society Values
Irina V. Mersianova, Higher School of Economics University, Moscow
Frederick A. Schneider, Moscow State Institute of International Relation

July 20 Joint Meeting with the Seminars on Brazil and Content and Methods of the Social Sciences
Cross-National Studies of Pentecostalism
Donizete Rodrigues, University of Beira Interior

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Mr. Tony Carnes, editor@nycreligion.info
Professor Sidney Greenfield, sidneygreenfield@gmail.com
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THE RENAISSANCE (407)

Founded: 1945

The Seminar in the Renaissance, founded in 1945 by Paul Oskar Kristeller and John Herman Randall, hosts presen-

tations of about 45-50 minutes on various aspects of Renaissance thought (including Renaissance humanism) and

its ramifications in the arts (painting, sculpture, architecture, music, literature) and the sciences (physical, natu-

ral, historical and philological), as well as history and philosophy. The Renaissance is taken to include the period

from about 1350 to about 1650. We meet on the second Tuesday of each month in Faculty House from September

through December and from February through May at 5:30 pm. Participants may choose to join the speaker for a

buffet dinner from 7 pm.

September 8

October 13

November 10

February 9

March 8

April 12

May 10

Co-Chairs: Professor Cynthia Pyle, Professor Alan Stewart
Acting Co-Chair: Professor Kathy Eden
Rapporteurs: Mr. John Kuhn (Fall), Ms. Marilyn Bowen (Spring)

MEETINGS 2015-2016

Forensic Rhetoric and Humanist Education
Kathy Eden, Columbia University

The Del Bufalo at Capo le Case
Patricia Waddy, Syracuse University

‘Shame’ and ‘Posteritism’ in Renaissance Studies: From Kristeller to Petrarch
Rocco Rubini, University of Chicago

The Natural Magic of Magnets: Images of Attraction in Seventeenth-Century Rome
Louise Rice, New York University

Cusanus/Valla; Northern/Southern Versions of Human Inquiry
Nancy Struever, Johns Hopkins University

Marsilio Ficinos and Girolamo Cardano’s Variations on The Dream of Scipio
Jacomien Prins, University of Warwick

Thomas Whythorne: A Tudor Musician’s Life-writing in Songs and Sonnets

Alan Stewart, Columbia University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Cynthia Pyle, ¢.m.pyle@nyu.edu
Professor Alan Stewart, ags2105@columbia.edu
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CONTENT AND METHODS OF THE SOCIAL SCIENCES (411)

Founded: 1947

This seminar is concerned with methodology and theory in the social sciences as well as with its substantive results.
As a rule, members and sometimes guest speakers present their current research in a manner which enlightens the
seminar on various theoretical and methodological advances and helps the researcher to solve his difficulties and

formulate a codified view of ongoing research in social sciences.

Chair: Mr. Tony Carnes
Rapporteur: Ms. Alyssa Shumaker

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 21 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Studies in Religion
Labor Evangelicals: Faith, Authority and Resistance at Work
Ken Estey, Brooklyn College, The City University of New York

November 11 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Studies in Religion
Reflections on Ta-Nehisi Coates
Garnette Cadogan, University of Virginia

December 2 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Studies in Religion
Religiosity and Performance: Contemporary Dialogues
Marcia Contins, State University of Rio de Janeiro
Vénia Penha-Lopes, Bloomfield College of New Jersey

February 17 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Studies in Religion
Religion and Revolution: Pentecostalism and the Revitalization of the Culture of Modernity
Sidney Greenfield, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

March 23 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Studies in Religion
Religious Change in Brazil: Numbers, Movements, and Interpretations
Cecilia Mariz, State University of Rio de Janeiro and New York University

April 6 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Studies in Religion
Hans Urs von Baltasar
Christopher Denny, St. John’s University

May 4 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Studies in Religion
Russian Religious Capital, Levels of Piety and Civil Society Values
Irina V. Mersianova, Higher School of Economics University, Moscow
Frederick A. Schneider, Moscow State Institute of International Relations

July 20 Joint Meeting with the Seminars on Brazil and Studies in Religion
Cross-National Studies of Pentecostalism
Donizete Rodrigues, University of Beira Interior

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Mr. Tony Carnes, contentssem@aol.com
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EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY EUROPEAN CULTURE (417)

Founded: 1962

This interdisciplinary seminar hosts leading national and regional scholars who present works-in-progress that ex-
plore aspects of eighteenth-century European culture of vital interest and concern to the wider field of eighteenth-
century studies. Like our guest speakers, our membership is drawn from a wide variety of institutions and disciplines:
history, literature, philosophy, political science, music, history of science, and art, as well as national traditions. The
Seminar’s offerings are eclectic, but from time to time our Seminar has hosted special events such as symposia on the
18th-century reception of Classical, Hellenistic, and Late Antique texts (2003) and the intellectual origins of free-
dom of speech (2007, 2008). Proceedings from the latter recently appeared as a collection of essays edited by former
Chair Elizabeth Powers, Freedom of Speech: The History of an Idea (Bucknell University Press, 2011). Most recently,
our Seminar has co-sponsored, with the Seminar on Early Modern France, a series of roundtables on new directions
in eighteenth-century studies under the rubric of “Literature and History in Dialogue.” Past roundtables have been
devoted to concepts of authorship (Fall 2010), eighteenth-century science studies (Spring 2011), and comparative

colonialisms and orientalisms (Fall 2011). The 2012-2013 program marked the Seminar’s 50th year in operation.

Chair: Professor Al Coppola
Rapporteur: Ms. Katherine Bergevin

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 17 The Illustrated Socrates
Kevin Joel Berland, Pennsylvania State University

October 15 Memory, Erasure, Community and Culture: The Battle of Culloden
in Scotland and the British Empire, 1746-1846
Murray Pittock, University of Glasgow

November 19 Toward a Language of Things
Courtney Weiss Smith, Wesleyan University

December 10 The Comedians of the Queen: Marie-Antoinette, Opéra Comique,
and the Representation of Monarchy
Julia Doe, Columbia University

January 21 Robert Hooke’s Prosthetic Gods
Lynn Festa, Rutgers University

February 18 A Special Occasion: Robinson Crusoe, Monopoly Trading and the Occasional Conformity Crisis
Sophie Gee, Princeton University

March 24 Frances Burney and the Origins of the Mommy Wars
Marilyn Francus, West Virginia University

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Kathleen Lubey, lubeyk@stjohns.edu
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ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT (423)

Founded: 1951

This seminar addresses issues related to the structure and management of purposeful human enterprises. The mem-
bership is highly interdisciplinary. In addition to university and visiting scholars, distinguished individuals from in-
dustry and government participate regularly. The seminar selects themes for deliberation for one or more academic
years. Recent themes have been: concept formation in developing theories of management; how should managers
be educated, with implications for business administration curricula; managing increasing complexity, scale and
change; measurement in management; and currently, managing in times of fundamental transformations. The con-
sistent long-range effort has been toward an operationally verifiable theory of organizing and managing, including

managers education and training, and the emerging effects of globalization.

Co-Chairs: Professor Howard Finkelberg, Professor Peter V. Norden
Rapporteur: Ms. Manpreet Kaur

MEETINGS 2015-2016

November 9 Corporate Crime and Punishment: As told through headlines in the NY Times
Howard Finkelberg, Principal, mathematics applied to government, industry and commerce, llc.

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Howard Finkelberg, hfinkelberg@gmail.com
Professor Peter V. Norden, nordenchildworks@aol.com
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STUDIES IN POLITICAL AND SOCIAL THOUGHT (427)

Founded: 1968

The current diversity and vitality of the field of political theory is reflected in the wide ranging interests of the
seminar. In recent years this seminar has explored a broad spectrum of topics and modes of discourse, including
methodological analyses in historiography and the philosophy of social science, specific historical and conceptual
studies of particular thinkers and ideas, and exercises in ‘applied’ political theory dealing with contemporary issues

of social and public policy.

Co-Chairs: Professor Andreas Kalyvas, Professor Nadia Urbinati
Rapporteur: Mr. Rob Goodman

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 24 Who's Responsible: The King and His Soldiers in Shakespeare’s Henry V
Arlene Saxonhouse, University of Michigan

October 15 Liberal Monogamy
Stephen Macedo, Princeton University

November 19 Between the Human and the Person: A Critical Inquiry into the Subject of Rights
Ayten Gundogdu, Barnard College, Columbia University

March 24 The Politics of Unsustainability: Plato on the Logic of Constitutional Change
Melissa Lane, Princeton University

April 14 What's Wrong with Militant Democracy?
Carlo Invernizzi Accetti, City College, The City University of New York
lan Zuckerman, Stanford University

May 5 Who’s Afraid of the Myth of the State?
Chiara Bottici, The New School for Social Research

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Ayten Gundogdu, agundogd@barnard.edu
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The concern of this seminar is the history, literature, and culture of the United States, focusing on the period from
the nineteenth century to the present. Recent subjects have ranged from Margaret Fuller to the Hawaiian sovereignty
movement, from Asian American fashion designers to letters from former slaves who settled in Liberia. A number
of presentations have positioned the United States in transnational or comparative contexts. The seminar’s strength

is the variety of fields represented by its intellectually active participants. The very lively discussion periods are one

AMERICAN STUDIES (429)

Founded: 1954

of the most appealing aspects of this seminar.

September 15

October 13

November 10

December 8

February 9

March 8

April 5

May 3

Co-Chairs: Professor Cristobal Silva, Professor Jordan Stein
Rapporteur: Ms. Kimberly Takahata

MEETINGS 2015-2016

Avid Criticism
Sarah Blackwood, Pace University
Sarah Mesle, University of Southern California

Multiethnic Ethiopia and the American Literary Imagination
Steven Thomas, Wagner College

Catherine Tekakwitha, Pierre Cholenec, and the Jesuit Spiritual Exercises
Teresa Toulouse, University of Colorado, Boulder

Slavery and Surveillance in the Antebellum South
Kelly Ross, Rider University

The Civil War, Literary History, and the Ends of the U.S. State
Glenn Hendler, Fordham University

The Fossil and the Photograph: Red Cloud, Prehistoric Media, and Dispossession in Perpetuity
Kyla Schuller, Rutgers University

For Once, Nobody Dies! Refusing Victimry in Native American Film
John Gambler, Columbia University

Freedom’s Surprise: Two Paths through Slavery’s Archives
David Kazanjian, University of Pennsylvania

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor James Kim, bjakim@fordham.edu
Professor Cristobal Silva, cs2889@columbia.edu
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MEDIEVAL STUDIES (431)

Founded: 1954

This seminar addresses subjects of common interest to all branches of medieval studies. The seminar particularly en-

courages interdisciplinary topics and approaches, which will stimulate discussions of issues in the study of medieval

culture. One of the great advantages of the seminar is that it brings together representatives of medieval disciplines,

from Columbia and elsewhere, who otherwise would have only rare opportunities to talk about questions of com-

mon interest.

September 29

October 21

November 18

January 26

Chair: Professor Susan Boynton
Rapporteur: Mr. Jeffrey Wayno

MEETINGS 2015-2016

Community Beyond Identity: English Literature and
Togetherness in the Eleventh and Twelfth Centuries
Thomas 0’Donnell, Fordham University

First Panel in Honor of the 800th Anniversary of the Fourth Lateran Council of 1215
Liturgy after the Council: Unity or Diversity?
Richard Gyug, Fordham University

Lateran 1V, Scholasticism, and the Problem of Jews and Muslims
Alex Novikoff, Fordham University

Rethinking Repentance and the Vices and Virtues in French Vernacular Literature
in the Wake of Lateran IV—and Some Difficulties
Evelyn Birge Vitz, New York University

Second Panel in Honor of the 800th Anniversary of the Fourth Lateran Council of 1215
The Lateran Penitential Reforms and the Increment of Literary Character
John V. Fleming, Princeton University

“The Character of Their Dress’ Lateran IV's Regulation of Religious Minorities
and the Transformation of Jews in Iberian Visual Culture
Pamela Patton, Princeton University

From Chaos to Order: Clermont, 1095, to Lateran IV, 1215
Robert Somerville, Columbia University

The Tower and The Garden: Tropes of Translation in Medieval Vernacular Fictions
Simone Marchesi, Princeton University
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April 7 Slavery and Law in a Fourteenth-Century Genoese Colony
Hannah Barker, Rhodes College

April 27 Multi vocati pauci vero electi: Affective Spirituality Revisited

Nicholas Watson, Harvard University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Susan Boynton, sIb184@columbia.edu
Professor Neslihan Xenocack, ns2495@columbia.edu

70 Columbia University—The University Seminars



STUDIES IN CONTEMPORARY AFRICA (435)

Founded: 1956

The seminar provides a lively forum for historians and social scientists engaged in the advanced study of Sub-
Saharan Africa. Faculty and visiting scholars from Columbia University and neighboring institutions actively par-
ticipate in the monthly evening sessions. Seminar discussions often focus on theoretical and comparative approaches
to the study of colonial and contemporary states, processes in political mobilization and leadership, the impact of

the international community, and the roles of gender and cultural identities.

Co-Chairs: Professor Abosede George, Professor Rhiannon Stephens
Rapporteur: Ms. Titilola Halimat Somotan

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 22 ‘Wealth’, ‘Poverty” and the Question of Conceptual History in Uganda from c. 1000 C.E
Rhiannon Stephens, Columbia University

October 8 Engaging Global Health During Ebola: Anthropological Knowledge Production and Translation
Anita Schroven, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology

December 8 Generator Life in Nigeria
Brian Larkin, Columbia University

February 2 Ujamaa Urban: Street Literature and City Life in Socialist Tanzania
Emily Callaci, University of Wisconsin-Madison

February 23 Against Sovereign Violence: Feminist Activism, Law, and Analysis from the South
Saida Hodzic, Cornell University

March 22 The Diambourou: Slavery and Emancipation in Kayes
Marie Rodet, University of London

April 26 Politics and Affiliation of Enchantment among the Ahel Guennar of Southern Mauritania
Erin Pettigrew, New York University (Abu Dhabi)

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Gregory Mann, gm522@columbia.edu
Professor Rhiannon Stephens, r.stephens@columbia.edu
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CLASSICAL CIVILIZATION (441)

Founded: 1957

This seminar exists to further, in the New York area, the study of the literature, art, archaeology, and history of the

ancient world. Seven meetings are held each year attended by twenty to sixty members drawn from universities and

colleges within reach of New York. There is no set theme to the seminar for a given semester or year.

September 24

October 22

November 19

January 28

February 25

March 24

April 28

Co-Chairs: Professor Joel Lidov, Professor Katharina Volk
Rapporteur: Ms. Anna Conser

MEETINGS 2015-2016

Varro and the Disorder of Things
Katharina Volk, Columbia University

History and the Cure for Curiosity
Cristiana Songo, Fordham University

The Body, the Immaterial, and the Greek Vase
Milette Gaifman, Yale University

Plato on Loving Socrates
lakovos Vasiliou, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

Myth and Enlightenment in Attic Drama
Joshua Billings, Princeton University

Enargeia avant la lettre: Choral Showing in Art and Text from Homer to Heliodorus
Dehorah Steiner, Columbia University

Music of the Storm, ot, Dolar’s Nightingale
Shane Butler, Johns Hopkins University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Joel Lidov, jlidov@gc.cuny.edu
Professor Gareth Williams, gdw5@columbia.edu
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MODERN EAST ASIA: CHINA (443)

Founded: 1957

This seminar is concerned with the politics, society, culture, and international relations of China from the early
nineteenth century to the present. Its broader purpose is to explore the evolution of Chinese civilization over the
past century of revolution and rapid social change. Papers—works in progress—are circulated to members and as-
sociates in advance of each meeting. Authors are asked to give a brief oral introduction, after which a discussant
comments. The entire remainder of each session is comprised of members’ reactions to the paper and the author’s

responses.

Co-Chairs: Professor Robert Barnett, Professor William Charles Wooldridge
Rapporteur: Mr. John Thompson

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 24 Politicizing Piety: Qing Legal Culture and its Ramifications for Tibetan Social History
Max Oidtmann, Georgetown University and School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Discussant: Gray Tuttle, Columbia University

October 5 Toward a Transnational, Trans-1978 History of Food Politics in China
Sigrid Schmalzer, University of Massachusetts, Amherst
Discussant: Grace Shen, Fordham University

November 12 Bad Memories, Good Dream: Historical Memory and China’s Foreign Relations
Zheng Wang, Seton Hall University
Discussant: Xiaobo Lii, Barnard College, Columbia University

December 10 Human Rights, Capacity, and Right-to-Health Advocacy in China
Charmain Mohamed, Executive Director of Asia Catalyst
Discussant: Joey Lee, Fordham University

February 11 Hijra and Exile: Qing ‘Islam’ and the Empire
Zvi Ben-Dor Benite, New York University
Discussant: Gray Tuttle, Columbia University
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March 10 Compensation of Injuries and Homicide in Ming and Qinq Law
Frédéric Constant, Paris University
Discussant: Daniel Asen, Rutgers University-Newark

April 14 Letters from the People: The Masses and the Mass Line in the Early People’s Republic of China
Aminda Smith, Michigan State University
Discussant: Robert J. Culp, Bard College

April 21 Paper Tigers, Hidden Dragons: Firms and the Political Economy
of China’s Technological Development
Douglas B. Fuller, Zhejiang University
Mark Frazier, The New School for Social Research

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Robert Barnett, rjh58@columbia.edu
Professor William Charles Wooldridge, william.wooldridge@lehman.cuny.edu
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MODERN EAST ASIA: JAPAN (445)

Founded: 1960

The Modern Japan Seminar is concerned with the history, politics, society, and culture of Japan from the late nine-
teenth century to the present. It emphasizes interdisciplinary dialogue among historians, anthropologists, sociolo-
gists, literary critics and other scholars from the New York area institutions. The seminar meets regularly to discuss
a paper from a work in progress by a member or invited speaker. Pre-circulation of papers and discussant comments

encourage in-depth discussion and debate.

Chair: Professor Yukiko Koga
Rapporteur: Mr. Clay Eaton

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 15 Tokyo in the Age of Electricity: Energy and the Great Convergence
lan J. Miller, Harvard University
Discussant: Donald Roden, Rutgers University

February 25 On Post-State Sovereignty: “The Sewdl Ferry Disaster as the Second Kwangju Massacre”
Hyun Ok Park, York University

April 28 Empire in Default: The Asian Drug Trade and the Origins
of Japan’s International Accountability, 1860-1948
Steffen Rimner, Columbia University

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Yukiko Koga, ykoga@hunter.cuny.edu
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NEW TESTAMENT (451)

Founded: 1959

This seminar focuses on texts from the Mediterranean world of late antiquity, particularly as they relate to Christian

origins. While it studies the New Testament, it also considers the Dead Sea Scrolls, Nag Hammadi texts, patristic

literature, rabbinic material, and Greco-Roman texts.

September 30

October 28

November 18

January 28

February 25

March 31

April 14

Co-Chairs: Professor Claudia Setzer, Professor Emma Wasserman
Rapporteur: Ms. Amy Meverden

MEETINGS 2015-2016

Through the Back Door: Christian ‘Daily Devotions’ as Household Cult
Caroline Johnson Hodge, College of the Holy Cross

Liquid Scriptures: The Bible in a Digital World
Jeffrey Siker, Loyola Marymount University

Other Kinds of Writing: Apocalypse, Myth, and Philosophy in the Third Century CE
Dylan Burns, Universitit Leipzig

Making Statues out of Words: Ekphrasis in the Apocalypse
Robyn Whitaker, Union Theological Seminary

Gathering Time: Typology, Temporality, and Ethics in 1 Corinthians
Alexandra Brown, Washington and Lee University

Jew, Judean, Judaism in the Ancient Period: An Alternative Argument
Lawrence Wills, Episcopal Divinity School

Building Character on the Road to Emmaus:
Characterization, Narrative Form, and Luke’s ‘Paper People’
Michal Beth Dinkler, Yale Divinity School

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Enma Wasserman, wasserme@rci.rutgers.edu
Professor Larry Welborn, wellborn@fordham.edu
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THE CITY (459A)

Founded: 1962

This seminar undertakes a wide-ranging consideration of the city—its history, functions, problems, and glories.

Sessions are devoted to urban cultural and social history, and to the meaning of physical form and landscape of both

American and world-wide cities. The heterogeneous nature of the seminar’s membership is reflected in the variety

of subjects that the meetings address.

September 29

October 7

November 11

February 10

March 9

April 4

May 2

Chair: Professor Lisa Keller
Rapporteur: Mr. K. lan Shin

MEETINGS 2015-2016

The Community Service Society’s Fight Against Poverty in NYC
Ethan Sribnick, Independent Scholar

Joseph Mitchell and the City

Thomas Kunkel, St. Norbert College

Gay Talese, Independent Journalist
Moderator: Steve Coll, Columbia University

Extreme City: Post-Sandy New York and the Urban Future
Ashley Dawson, The Graduate Canter, The City University of New York

Corporate Art and Urban Identity—A Southern California History
Adam Arenson, Manhattan College

Forum: The 2016 Election and the Future of Cities
Moderator: Kenneth T. Jackson, Columbia University

The Origins of the Suburban Crisis: Zoning, the Real Estate Industry, and Inequality
Tom Sugrue, New York University

When East Meets West: The L.A. Model and Latino Urban History
David Badillo, Lehman College, The City University of New York

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Lisa Keller, lisa.keller@purchase.edu
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LAW AND POLITICS (465)

Founded: 1963

Members of the seminar investigate the legal, political, and institutional aspects of society both as they function

in reality and as they should function according to theory. The investigation is both global and timeless, although

European and American interests seem to dominate. Lectures and discussions range from classical Greece, Rome

and Israel, through medieval Europe, Islam and Asia, to modern and contemporary societies. Aspects of Roman,

canon, Talmudic, common, and Islamic laws are examined. The majority of the lectures are presented by the mem-

bers of the seminar, most of whom are academics in history, political science or law, or professionals who have be-

come editors. One or two papers each year are presented by visiting scholars.

October 13

November 10

December 8

February 9

March 8

April 12

May 10

Co-Chairs: Professor Edmund Clingan, Dr. Theodore Kovaleff
Rapporteur: Mr. Josiah Bethards

MEETINGS 2015-2016

Fiduciary Duty
Iris Goodwin, University of Tennessee

Dueling Modernities: Britain's Hanoverian Succession as a Post-Revolutionary Crisis
Christopher Dudley, East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania

International Soccer Federation (FIFA) and U.S. Ant-Terrorist Laws: How Could It Happen?
Emese lvan, St. John’s University

Transcending the Limits of Democracy: Intellectual Reflections
on Constitutionalism and State Building in 1930s China
Dandan Chen, Farmingdale, The State University of New York

The Islamic State: Violence and Ideology in a Post-Colonial Revolutionary Regime
Brian Mello, Muhlenberg College

Mexican-American Civil Rights Activism and the Modern Workplace: A Sociolegal Analysis
David Badillo, Lehman College, The City University of New York

The Refugee Crisis: Europe at the Crossroads
Catherine McCauliff, Seton Hall University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Edmund Clingan, eclingan@qcc.cuny.edu
Dr. Theodore Kovaleff, tkovaleff@gmail.com
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KNOWLEDGE, TECHNOLOGY, AND SOCIAL SYSTEMS (467)

Founded: 1966

Technologies, scientific transformations, and new areas of knowledge are continuously, and rapidly, being intro-
duced. These developments are transforming social systems around the world. We have seen networked computers
rapidly converging with telephones and TV into globally pervasive digital communications systems. These sys-
tems—and the emerging New Media they create—are increasingly impacting what and how we communicate with
each other, as well as how we write history and interact among ourselves. The opportunities and threats these and
other systems pose to personal and global quality of life, end even to human survival, are very real and relatively
little understood. This seminar will consider these aspects, as well as alternative social systems that may lead to a

better future for humankind. This seminar was formerly called Computers, Man, and Society.

Co-Chairs: Professor Sidney Greenfield, Professor Jerry Spivack, Professor Takeshi Utsumi
Rapporteur: Ms. Manmeet Rosie Chawla

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 14 Computer Modeling and Simulation
Ralph Huntsinger, California State University, Chico

November 4 The Fusion of Humanity and Science in Policy Making:
Creating an Educational Model for Future Leaders
Fumiko Sasaki, Long Island University

December 16 International Cyber Law: Digital Signatures, E-Money and International Law
Richard Field, United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
Working Group on Electronic Commerce

February 10 The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly: Renewables, Fossil Fuels,
and Pollution, Climate Change, Public Health Disasters
Gabriel Avgerinos, New York University and Massachusetts Institute of Technology

March 9 Knowing vs. Seeing: Philosophy and Experience
Robert Pollack, Columbia University

April 6 Art and Science: Positive Collaborations for the Future
Julia Buntaine, SciArt Center of New York

May 11 Making Science and Technology Understandable and Relevant to the Public:
Making Sense of Precision Medicine for Minority Communities
Elizabeth Cohn, Adelphi University, Columbia University and New York Presbyterian Hospital

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Sidney Greenfield, sidneygreenfield@gmail.com
Professor Jerry Spivack, jspvk@aol.com
Professor Takeshi Utsumi, takutsumi0@gmail.com
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ECOLOGY AND CULTURE (471)

Founded: 1964

This interdisciplinary seminar brings together participants from Columbia University and the New York City area

for discussions around a range of socio-ecological topics. Our participants come from anthropology, law, geography,

history, sociology, and ecology. We strive to bring together scholars, activists, artists, and practitioners in our discus-

sions.

October 6

November 10

December 1

February 16

March 11

April 26

Co-Chairs: Professor Veronica Davidov, Professor Paige West
Rapporteurs: Mr. Aries de la Cruz, Ms. Dawn Wells

MEETINGS 2015-2016

Rumored Encounters: The Political Provocations of ‘Powder out of Place’ in Mozambique
Ingrid Nelson, University of Vermont

Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Human-Animal Studies
Interspecies Diplomacy in Anthropocentric Waters: Performing an Ocean Oriented Ontology
Una Chaudhuri, New York University

Seed Banking: Encountering Seed Agency and the Transformation of the Human-Plant
Relationship at the Millennium Seed Bank
Kay Evalina Lewis-Jones, University of Kent and Columbia University

Social and Viral Circulations: People, Non-Human Primates, and the Emergence of HIV-1M
Stephanie Rupp, Lehman College, The City University of New York

What to do with the Guest that Lingers? Indigenous Technologies of Desire
and Transformation in an Amazonian Frontier
Laura Mentore, University of Mary Washington

A Doubtful Hope: Resource Affect in a Future Oil Economy.
Gisa Weszkalnys, London School of Economics

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Veronica Davidov, veronica.davidov@gmail.com
Professor Paige West, pwest@barnard.edu
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THE STUDY OF THE HEBREW BIBLE (473)

Founded: 1968

The seminar is composed of scholars of different faiths and traditions with a common interest in research and teach-
ing of the Hebrew Bible. The focus of the seminar is research illuminating the cultural milieu, language, text, and
interpretation of the Hebrew Bible. This research is characterized by a variety of methodologies, including historical-
critical, literary, philological, archaeological, and sociological approaches to the text, as well as history of interpreta-

tion. Research on ancient near eastern cultures and languages relating to ancient Israel is also regularly presented.

Chair: Dr. Robbie Harris
Rapporteur: Mr. David DeLauro

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 17 In the Beginning: Looking Again at the Formation of Genesis 1:1-2:3
David Carr, Union Theological Seminary
Respondent: Joel Baden, Yale University

October 20 Law and the Terminology of Prayer
Shalom Holtz, Yeshiva University

November 17 The Waning of Dialogue in the Post-Biblical Wisdom Literature
ShinAe Kim, Bar Ilan

January 21 Gender-Bending Jeremiah
Amy Kalmanofsky, Jewish Theological Seminary

February 22 Cuneiform Commentaries: History, Typology, Comparative Perspectives
Eckart Frahm, Yale University

March 22 Something New Under the Sun: Introducing Childist Biblical Interpretation
Julie Faith Parker, Trinity Lutheran Seminary

April 11 The Continuity Principle and Biblical Narrative
Jacob Wright, Emory Univeristy

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Dr. Robbie Harris, robhieharrisi@mac.com
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SOUTH ASIA (477)

Founded: 1964

The University Seminar on South Asia seeks to broaden and deepen understanding about the region of South Asia
by providing a forum to discuss ongoing research as well as special topics related to the complex and multiple societ-
ies of South Asia both past and present. Drawing together scholars from many different disciplines, the seminar fos-
ters cross-disciplinary discussion and perspectives on a broad range of questions and concerns. In recent years, the
seminar has deliberated on such issues as: religion and politics, the political function of violence in South Asia, na-
tional integration, language and community, South Asian identities in pre-colonial times, religious iconography, and
many other topics. The University Seminar on South Asia is a merger of the University Seminar on Tradition and
Change in South and Southeast Asia (founded in 1964) and the University Seminar on Indology (founded in 1993).

Chair: Professor Serinity Young
Rapporteur: Ms. Deepika Narasimhan

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 21 The Poetics of Siva Natar
Karen Pechelis, Drew University

October 26 IT Ghettoes: Indian Immigration and Segregation in American Suburbs
Puja Sahney, Albany, The State University of New York

December 14 ‘Who is this Nazrul?’: Cross-Border Perplexities in the Study of a Bengali Literary-Cultural Hero
Rachel Fell McDermott, Barnard College, Columbia University

February 1 Bollywood ca. 1970: A Political Future for India
Priya Joshi, Temple University

March 7 The Conservative Animal: Racial Degeneration and Recovery in Colonial Bengal
Satadru Sen, Queens College and The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

April 11 Intimate Stones, Infinite Selves: Considerations of Materiality and the Beyond in the Ethical
Formation of BAPS Swaminarayan Religious Subjectivity
Hanna Kim, Adelphi University

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Carla Bellamy, carla.bellamy@baruch.cuny.edu

82 Columbia University—The University Seminars



THE ANCIENT NEAR EAST (479)

Founded: 1966

This seminar was created to coordinate the archaeological chronologies of the regions of the Near East and the
Eastern Mediterranean. It meets from six to eight times a year to discuss new research and hear reports of recent
fieldwork. A number of relevant papers were published in the American Journal of Archaeology from 1968 until
1988, and in 1992 in the Journal of the Ancient Near Eastern Society. Since then, the focus of the seminar has been

widened to include all aspects of the ancient cultures of the Near East and its adjoining regions.

Co-Chairs: Dr. Sally Dunham, Professor Allan Gilbert, Dr. Oscar White Muscarella
Rapporteur: Ms. Rachel Del Giudice

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 5 The First Season of Excavation at the Kale of Sinop, Turkey:
Contact, Colony, and Community in the Black Sea Region
Alexander A. Bauer, Queens College, The City University of New York

November 23 The Route from Cultural Property to Blood Antiquities
Lucille A. Roussin, Cardozo Law School

December 14 Images of Ignorance: Mesopotamian Artifacts from Layard and Botta to Bokova and al-Baghdadi
Aaron Tugendhaft, University of Chicago

January 25 The Urban Area of Arbil During the Neo-Assyrian Period
Arnulf Hausleiter, Deutsches Archaeologisches Institut and New York University

February 17 A People’s History of the Late Bronze Age
Adam Maskevich, Tetra Tech Cultural Resource Management

February 29 Tel Erani: The Earliest Southern Levantine Town
Yuval Yekutieli, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

March 9 Identity Construction through Text and Image: Professionals and
their Seals in the Ancient Near East, ca. 1550-1050 BC
Serdar Yalgin, Parsons School of Design, The New School

March 24 From Village to City in Central Asia: Excavations at Ulug Depe,
Turkmenistan (ca. 5000 to 800 BC)
Annie Caubet, Musée du Louvre

May 3 South of the Southern Levant
Marta Luciani, University of Vienna

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Dr. Sally Dunham, sallydunham@sbcglobal.net
Professor Allan Gilbert, gilbert@fordham.edu
Dr. K. Aslihan Yener, akyener12@gmail.com
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This seminar is concerned with political, social, cultural, and religious aspects of Italian life from 1815 to the present.
In recent years, the seminar has stressed an interdisciplinary approach to Italian studies, increasing the participation
of anthropologists and scholars of art, film, and literature. The seminar generally meets on the second Friday of the
month, from September to May, to discuss a paper presented by a member or an invited speaker. Papers cover a wide

range of topics, approaches, and methodologies. The seminar occasionally holds a day-long conference or a more

STUDIES IN MODERN ITALY (483)

Founded: 1966

restricted symposium to explore a topic in depth.

September 11

October 16

November 13

December 11

Chair: Professor Ernest lalongo
Rapporteur: Ms. Alessia Palanti

MEETINGS 2015-2016

Italian Fascism’s Empire Cinema
Ruth Ben-Giat, New York University
Respondent: Ellen Neremberg, Wesleyan University

From the Anonymous Skulls to the Collective Trance:

Ritual Representation in the Neapolitan Underclass

Stefano de Matteis, Universita di Salerno

Respondent: Nelson Moe, Barnard College, Columbia University

Mothers of a Lost Land: Patriotic Discourse in Novels of

Resistance by Vigano, Moravia, and Morante

Ernesto Livorni, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Respondent: Peter Carravetta, Stony Brook, The State University of New York

Rosa Genoni and her Pacifist Revolution: Fashion, Nation Building, and Feminism
Eugenia Paulicelli, Queens College and The Graduate Center, The City University of New York
Respondent: Gabriella Romani, Seton Hall University
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February 5

March 4

April 8

May 13

Clandestini in the Mediterranean and in New York:

The Ins and Outs of Italy’s Undocumented Migration

Teresa Fiore, Montclair State University

Respondent: Richard Alba, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

Resurrections and Rebirths in the Archaeology of Memory:

The Risorgimento in Twentieth Century Italian Political Discourse

Rosario Forlenza, Columbia University and Universita degli Studi di Padova
Respondent: Stanislao Pugliese, Hofstra University

Montale, the Modernist
Giuseppe Gazzola, Stony Brook, The State University of New York
Respondent: David Beneteau, Seton Hall University

Contemplating the Past through the Present: Italian Fascist Architecture in Artistic Discourse

Miriam Paeslack, Buffalo, The State University of New York

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Ernest lalongo, eialongo@hostos.cuny.edu
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EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE (491)

Founded: 1966

This seminar explores a variety of topics each year from the founding of the European colonies in the late sixteenth
and early seventeenth centuries, until the demise of the Revolutionary generation in the second quarter of the nine-
teenth century. The program tries to strike a balance between presentations by established scholars in the field and
younger people who are just getting established. It also tries to do justice to the broad interests of colonial specialists,
ranging from traditional political and constitutional themes through newer interests in demography, gender, race,
and highly refined methodologies. Although the focus of the seminar has primarily been historical, participation by
scholars in literature, religion, and other fields is increasingly encouraged.

Co-Chairs: Professor Zara Anishanslin, Professor Brian Murphy
Rapporteur: Ms. Melissa Morris

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 13 Building the Empire State: Political Economy in the Early Republic
Brian Murphy, Baruch College, The City University of New York

October 22 Co-sponsored by the Fordham University Seminar on Eighteenth-Century Studies
The Environmental History of a Blunted Impact: Discovering New France
in Seventeenth and Eighteenth-Century North America
Chris Parsons, Northeastern University

November 10 American Landscapes
Richard Bushman, Columbia University

December 9 Sovereign Rights, or America’s Opium Problem
Dael Norwood, Binghamton, The State University of New York

February 9 Enemy Women and the Laws of War in the American Civil War
Stephanie McCurry, Columbia University

March 8 The Dakota War
Ari Kelman, Pennsylvania State University

March 22 Rules of Order and the Rule of Force: The Gag Rule Debate (1836-1844)
Joanne Freeman, Yale University

April 12 Founders on Foundings: Lineage in the New Nation
Karin Wulf, College of William and Mary

May 16 Slow Culture’ and the Atlantic Age of Revolution
Nathan Perl-Rosenthal, University of Southern California

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor John Dixon, john.dixon@csi.cuny.edu
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POLLUTION AND WATER RESOURCES:
SCIENTIFIC AND INSTITUTIONAL ASPECTS (495A)

Founded: 1968

The purpose of this seminar is to explore the effects pollution and environmental regulation on water and related
environmental resources. Proceedings of the seminar, collections of the lectures, are published yearly. To date, forty
one volumes have been published. Besides these volumes, the seminar has contributed over forty articles written in
seven languages abroad and in the United States. The research institute of the seminar, the American Academy of
Ocean Sciences, conducted research actively from 1969 to 1985. During the past thirty years, thirty-three graduate

students have participated in the seminar and their participation has been credited toward their studies.

Chair: Professor Richard W. Lo Pinto
Rapporteur: Ms. Joanne Lo Pinto

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 22 Misappropriating Theory: Consequences for Environmental and Other Sciences
Richard W. Lo Pinto, Farleigh Dickinson University

November 5 Long-Term Environmental Monitoring in the Hackensack River Estuary
Francisco Artigas, Meadowlands Environmental Research Institute

February 25 Water: Environmental Justice Issues of the Alternatives to Oil—
The Problems and Policy Complexities
Joan Hoffman, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, The City University of New York

April 21 Involvement of Lectin-Like Substances in Promoting Biofilm Formation on Reverse Osmosis (RO)
Desalination Membranes
Harvey Winters, Farleigh Dickinson University

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Richard W. Lo Pinto, lopintor@fdu.edu
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SLAVIC HISTORY AND CULTURE (497)

Founded: 1968

The major areas of concern for this seminar are the history, literature, and arts of the Slavic peoples. These topics
are taken broadly enough to include such subjects as economic development and religious and philosophic thought.
Since 1987, the seminar has proceeded beyond its previous focus on the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries to in-

clude the twentieth century.

Co-Chairs: Professor Anthony Anemone, Professor Deborah Martinsen
Rapporteur: Ms. Mie Mortensen

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 2 Dynastic Ends: When Russian History Became Literature
Marcia Morris, Georgetown University

November 6 Avant-Garde Post-: Radical Poetics After the Soviet Union
Marijeta Bozovic, Yale University

December 4 Authorship and Authorial Self-Portrait in Vladimir Nabakov’s The Gift
Anna Dvigubski, Columbia University

February 5 The Literary Genesis of Terrorism: Raskolnikov’s Revolution
Lynn Ellen Patyk, Dartmouth College

March 4 Cosmos Unchained: Urban Planning and Knowledge Production in Soviet “Mail Box” Cities
Xenia Vytuleva, Columbia University

April 1 Lewis Milestone: The Russian Connection
Harlow Robinson, Northeastern University

May 6 Pozharskii’s Grave: Conflicts Between Imperial and National Memory in the Russian Empire

Susan Smith Peter, College of Staten Island, The City University of New York

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Anthony Anemone, AnemoneA@newschool.edu
Professor Deborah Martinsen, dm387@columbia.edu
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ISRAEL AND JEWISH STUDIES (501)

Founded: 1968

This seminar brings together approximately forty scholars from Columbia and the greater New York academic com-

munity. The seminar deals with the whole range of topics relating to Jewish studies and Israel—history, literature,

sociology, religion, and political studies—and frequently presents distinguished lecturers from Israeli and European

universities.

October 1

November 30

March 3

April 18

Co-Chairs: Professor Jeremy Dauber, Professor Seth Schwartz
Rapporteur: Ms. Debra Glasberg Gail

MEETINGS 2015-2016

Agnon’s Moonstruck Lovers: The Song of Songs in Israeli Culture
llana Pardes, Hebrew University of Jerusalem

When Christianity Defines Judaism: Martin Buber on Jesus and the Baal Shem Tov
Shaul Magid, Indiana University in Bloomington

German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic
John Efron, University of California, Berkeley

The Woman from Petach Tikva: Gender, Anonymity, and Heroism in an Early Zionist Colony
Liora Halperin, University of Colorado, Boulder

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Jeremy Dauber, jad213@columbia.edu
Professor Seth Schwartz, srs166@columbia.edu
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ECONOMIC HISTORY (503)

Founded: 1969

The concerns of this seminar are wide ranging in time, place, and method. Emphasis is on the logic of European
and American economic growth from feudal times forward with regular, but less frequent, contributions on Latin
America, Asia, and Africa. Topics range from microeconomic studies of firms undergoing rapid technical change
and households changing their interaction between home and market to more macroeconomic topics concerned
with national and regional economic growth performance, the economics of imperialism, and the political economy
of the Great Depression. Given the breadth of the seminar’s membership and interests, comparative economic his-

tory is often a central element in seminar discussions. Pre-circulation of papers permits vigorous discussion.

Co-Chairs: Professor Alan Dye, Professor Susie Pak, Professor David Weiman
Rapporteur: Ms. Divya Subramanian

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 8 The Great Pyramids of America: A Revised History of US Business Groups,
Corporate Ownership and Regulation, 1930-1950
Yishay Yafeh, Hebrew University

November 5 Economic Nationalism in the Greater Rural Northeast
Ariel Ron, Yale University and Southern Methodist University

December 3 Effects of Copyrights on Science: Evidence from the WWII Book Replication Program
Petra Moser, New York University

February 4 The (Dis)Advantages of Clearinghouses before the Feds
Matthew Jaremski, Colgate University

March 3 Voting Rights and Economics in the American South
Gavin Wright, Stanford University

April 7 Banking Panics, the “Derangements” of the Domestic Exchanges, and the Origins of Central
Banking in the United States, 1893-1914
David Weiman, Barnard College, Columbia University
co-authored with the late John James and James McAndrews

May 5 Transportation Networks and the Geographic Concentration of Energy
Dustin Frye, Vassar College

Academic year 2015-2016 Co-Chairs:
Professor Alan Dye, adye@barnard.edu
Professor Susie Pak, paks1@stjohns.edu
Professor David Weiman, dweiman@barnard.edu
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DEATH (507)

Founded: 1971

This interdisciplinary seminar critically engages with aspects of death, dying, disposal and grief. Presentations and
discussions explore topics from both academic and clinical perspectives in areas as diverse as medicine, psychology,
sociology, anthropology, philosophy, religion, law, politics, architecture, and the media. In recent years the seminar
has focused on contemporary developments in technology, culture and society. Attendance is maintained at a level

that provides members with ample opportunity for active participation.

Chair: Dr. Christina Staudt
Honorary Chair: Dr. Michael K. Bartalos
Rapporteur: Ms. Manpreet Kaur

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 14 On Musical Afterlife: The Posthumous Celebrity of Dead Musicians
Lisa McCormick, University of Edinburgh

November 11 Reframing the Phenomenon of Lynching into Our Consciousness
Rasul A. Mowatt, Indiana University Bloomington

December 9 America’s Experiment with Execution Methods
Deborah W. Denno, Fordham University

February 10 Death Benefits: How Death Transforms Our Relationship to the Dead and to Ourselves
Jeanne Safer, Author and Psychotherapist in Private Practice

March 9 The Last Word: Life and Death as Seen from the Obituary Writers Desk
Tim Bullamore, Independent Scholar and obituary writer for the London Daily Telegraph

May 11 Preserving the Right to Die, Affirming the Right to Care:
The Tangled Web of Death, Dying, and Severe Brain Injury
Joseph J. Fins, Weill Cornell Medical College

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Dr. Christina Staudt, christinastaudt@gmail.com
Honorary Chair:
Dr. Michael K. Bartalos, bartalosmk@verizon.net
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THE ART OF AFRICA, OCEANIA, AND THE AMERICAS (509)

Founded: 1970

Founded by Douglas Fraser, this seminar addresses major issues in the fields of African, Oceanic, Native American,
pre-Hispanic and early-Colonial Latin American arts. The seminar provides an opportunity for members to analyze,
evaluate, and discuss new and continuing research, as well as various trends in scholarship. Because the membership
is comprised of art historians, curators, archeologists, anthropologists, and other field specialists, seminar meetings
frequently involve in-depth discussions of theoretical and methodological issues. The seminar sponsors special sym-

posia on diverse topics; the most recent entitled Art as Identity in the Americas.

Co-Chairs: Francesco Pellizzi, D.Litt, Professor Zoe Strother
Rapporteur: Mr. Mikael Muehlbauer

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 1 Perforated Pots: Revitalizing the Discourse Surrounding “Kill Holes” in Classic Maya Ceramics
Andrew Finegold, New York University

November 12 Privileging Islam in a West African Masquerade: Zara White Masks in Burkina Faso
Lisa Homann, University of North Carolina, Charlotte

December 3 Toltecayotl: A Nahua Understanding of the Well-Balanced Life
James Maffie, University of Maryland, College Park

January 28 Iconophilia and Islam: Lithography, Glass Painting and Photography in Twentieth Century Senegal
Giulia Paoletti, Columbia University

April 7 Indigenous and Settler Artists in Aotearoa New Zealand, Australia
and Canada in ‘New Commonwealth Internationalism’
Damian Skinner, Aukland Museum Tamaki Paenga Hira

Academic year 2016-2017 (on hiatus)
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INNOVATION IN EDUCATION (511)

Founded: 1970

The process of learning—in individuals, organizations, and society—is the subject of this seminar. Its scope includes
learning throughout the lifespan, and via major institutions such as mass media, libraries, voluntary organizations,

and educational systems.

Co-Chairs: Dr. Elizabeth Cohn, Mr. Ronald Gross
Rapporteur: Ms. Rebecca Martin

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 5 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Ethics, Moral Education, and Society
Emotional Intelligence: From Theory to Practice to Transforming Schools
Marc Brackett, Yale University

October 20 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Ethics, Moral Education, and Society
Reclaiming Conversation: The Power of Talk in a Digital Age
Sherry Turkle, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

November 16 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Ethics, Moral Education, and Society
Shame as a Tool for Advocacy, Protest, and Institutional Reform
Jennifer Jacquet, New York University

December 14 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Ethics, Moral Education, and Society
Sex Education in Global Historical Perspective
Jonathan Zimmerman, New York University

January 25 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Ethics, Moral Education, and Society
How the World’s Other 2.1 Billion Children Grow Up: A Global View
Uwe P. Gielen, St. Francis College

March 21 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Ethics, Moral Education, and Society
The End of the Public Intellectual
Edward Mendelson, Columbia University

May 16 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Ethics, Moral Education, and Society
Failing: Why Science Is So Successful
Stuart Firestein, Columbia University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Dr. Elizabeth Cohn, ec2341@columbia.edu
Mr. Ronald Gross, grossassoc@aol.com
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LATIN AMERICA (515)

Founded: 1971

This seminar is devoted to developing a better understanding of the region, presenting current research and think-
ing in disciplines that range from anthropology to economics, history, human rights, political science, religion, lit-
erature, and the arts. In addition to scholars affiliated with the academic community, speakers are invited from the
private sector, international organizations, and governments. The seminar, whose membership also reflects a broad
range of disciplines, offers the framework for a lively exchange of ideas on Latin America, its past, present, and fu-
ture.

Co-Chairs: Dr. Sara Calvo, Dr. Christopher Sabatini, Dr. George Vickers
Rapporteur: Ms. Victoria Gaytan

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 1 U.S.-Latin America Relations: Challenges and Historical Lessons
John Coatsworth, Columbia University

November 5 Is Bitcoin the Answer for Dysfunctional Financial Systems in the Region
Nathaniel Popper, New York Times

December 3 Latin America in Construction: Architecture 1955-1980
Barry Bergdoll, Columbia University

February 4 Democracy and the Market: Are Liberal Institutions Sustainable in Latin America?
Andrés Velasco, Columbia University and Finance Minister of Chile, 2006-2010

February 23 Update Cuba: Politics and Economics
Marc Hanson, Washington Office on Latin America
Margaret E. Crahan, Columbia Univeristy

April 7 Book Presentation
On The Edge of the Holocaust: The Shoah in Latin American Literature and Culture
Edna Aizenberg, Marymount Manhattan College
Respondent: Malva E. Filer, Brooklyn College, The City University of New York

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Dr. Sara Calvo, sgc28@columbia.edu
Dr. Christopher Sabatini, cs2773@columbia.edu
Dr. George Vickers, gvickers@earthlink.net
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POPULATION BIOLOGY (521)

Founded: 1971

This seminar covers all aspects of population biology, broadly defined to include ecology, evolution and other as-
pects of modern organismal biology. It also encompasses studies of animal behavior in the field and laboratory,

paleontology, theoretical and experimental biology, genetics and genomics.

Co-Chairs: Ms. Alison Cucco, Professor Kathleen A. Nolan

MEETINGS 2015-2016

December 8 DNA Barcoding: Background, Problems, and Applications
Antonia Florio, St. Francis College

March 7 Breeders, Propagators, and Creators: Culture, Biology, and the Future of Human Evolution
Christopher X J. Jensen, Pratt Institute

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Kathleen A. Nolan, knolan@sfc.edu
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THE MIDDLE EAST (525)

Founded: 1971

The seminar usually meets once a month during the academic year. A prominent expert from here or abroad, com-
monly from the Middle East, leads a three and a half hour discussion at each meeting, assuring ample time for seri-
ous dialogue on focused issues. The seminar provides a forum for the exchange of ideas and experiences by Middle
East experts in various spheres—business, banking and investment, federal service, the foundations, the media, and
the liberal professions as well as academia. The seminar has become a medium for carefully defined and informed
evaluation of stubborn problems in a region that symbolizes persistent instability and proliferating crises. Detailed
minutes are circulated to participating members for use without attribution to uphold the confidentiality of the

discussion.

Founding Chair: Professor J.C. Hurewitz
Chair: Professor Gary Sick
Associate Chair: Professor Lawrence G. Potter
Rapporteur: Ms. Stacy Hubert

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 9 The Iran Nuclear Agreement: What Now?
Gary Sick, Columbia University

October 14 The Generational Challenge in the Gulf
Kristin Smith Diwan, Arab Gulf States Institute in Washington

November 11 The Arab Uprisings, Arab Civil Wars, and Western Foreign Policy: Business as Usual?
Sarah Leah Whitson, Human Rights Watch

December 9 Making Sense of Saudi Policy
Jean-Francois Seznec, Georgetown University and Johns Hopkins University

January 20 Revisiting the Arab Spring: The History of Politics in the Middle East
Lisa Anderson, American University in Cairo and Columbia University

February 17 The Catastrophe in Yemen: The Only Winner is Radical Islam
Jillian Schwedler, Hunter College and The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

March 23 The Iranian Reform Movement: From the Revolution to Rouhani
Laura Secor, Freelance Journalist

April 20 Revolts and Restorations: Reporting on the Arab Civil Wars
Robert F. Worth, New York Times

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Gary Sick, ggs2@columbia.edu
Associate Chair:

Professor Lawrence G. Potter, Igpd@columbia.edu
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APPETITIVE BEHAVIOR (529)

Founded: 1972

This seminar is comprised of professors, research scientists, and physicians from institutions of higher learning and
industry in the greater New York area with a common interest in the biological and behavioral bases of appetitive
behavior. Four major areas of interest are found within the group: 1) the control of food and fluid intake in man
and animals and their effects on variation in body composition; 2) disorders with links to ingestive behavior such
as obesity, bulimia, anorexia nervosa, and diabetes; 3) the role of the brain from pharmacological, physiological,
neuroimaging, and neuroanatomical perspectives on the control of ingestive behavior; 4) cognitive, social, and en-
vironmental controls of ingestive behavior. The seminar thus combines interests in basic control mechanisms with

clinical applications.

Chair: Dr. Harry R. Kissileff
Co-Chair: Dr. Allan Geliebter
Rapporteur: Ms. Musya Herzog

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 10 Challenges Conducting Meta-Analysis on Visual Analogue Scales (VAS) During the
Satiation and Satiety Periods: A Case Study Using Polydextrose
Alvin Ibarra, DuPont Nutrition and Health

October 8 Hypothalamic CBP/Histone Acetyl Transferase Regulates Nutrient Balance and Aging
Charles Mobbs, Mount Sinai School of Medicine

November 12 How Does Price Reduction of Supermarket Fruits and Vegetables Influence
Purchasing, Intake, and Body Weight?
Allan Geliebter, Mount Sinai-St. Luke’s Hospital and Touro College

December 10 Physiology and Pathology of Amylin in the Control of Eating and Body Weight
Thomas Lutz, University of Zurich

January 21 Eating Behavior and the FTO Gene in Healthy Kids
Laurel Mayer, New York State Psychiatric Institute

February 18 An Epigenetic Mechanism for Diet-Induced Obesity
Aron Weller, Ben-Ilan University

March 3 Mediation Effect of the Psychosocial Factors on Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Consumption in Youth
Heewon Lee Gray, Teacher’s College, Columbia University

April 7 The Intersection of Addiction and Eating
Ashley Gearhardt, University of Michigan

May 26 Sleep and Food Intake

Marie-Pierre St. Onge, Columbia University

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Dr. Harry Kissileff, hrk2@cumc.columbia.edu
Associate Chair: Dr. Allan Geliebter, AGeliebt@chpnet.org
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CULTURE, POWER, BOUNDARIES (531)

Founded: 1972

The Culture, Power, Boundaries Seminar is a forum for work and work-in-progress that strives for a critical analysis
of contemporary power relations at local and global scales and how such power relations affect the analysis, repro-
duction, and transformation of inequality and its cultural expressions. The seminar began forty years ago with a
focus on immigration and developed into a broad forum for critical social science. While the majority of seminar
members are anthropologists, and presentations tend to focus on case studies, the seminar continues to welcome, as
both guests and speakers, other social scientists interested in investigating the power dimension of cultural forma-

tions and the cultural aspects of inequality.

Co-Chairs: Professor Maria-Luisa Achino-Loeh, Professor Patricia Antoniello
Rapporteur: Ms. Dulce Jacoho

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 5 The Butcher’s Bill: Assessing the Damage and the Changes
in the World Capitalist Economy Since the Crisis
Michael Blim, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

November 9 Executive Committee Meeting

December 7 Sleeping Giant or Balde de Jueyes?: Difference and Politics in a Sunbelt City
Patricia Silver, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

February 1 Kids, Emotions, and Capital: Reflections on a Childhood-Focused
Politics of Emotion in the United States
Elsa M. Davidson, Montclair State University

March 7 Capital Withdrawal and Working-Class Life in Non-Metropolitan America:
The Case of Woonsocket, Rhode Island
Peter lkeler, Old Westbury, The State University of New York

April 4 Baltimore Steel Stories

Matthew Durington, Townson University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Maria-Luisa Achino-Loeb, mluisa164@aol.com
Professor Patricia Antoniello, pata@brooklyn.cuny.edu
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THE HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE (533)

Founded: 1973

This seminar is devoted to exploring substantive as well as methodological issues in the history and philosophy of
science. Science is construed broadly and the issues considered range from epistemic and historiographic questions
to issues of relevance and accountability. Topics include the presuppositions and practice of a range of life sciences,
earth sciences, and social sciences as well as the physical sciences and mathematics. In the physical sciences its
interests range from antiquity to contemporary quantum theory. In the life sciences and social sciences the fields
considered include various forms of historical, evolutionary inquiry (in biology, geology, and the historical social
sciences), biotechnology and ecology, economics, psychology and cognitive science, and interpretive social inquiry.
The membership of this seminar includes scientists, philosophers, and historians. Most sessions take place in con-

junction with the New York City History of Science Working Group.

Co-Chairs: Professor Matthew Jones, Professor Pamela H. Smith
Rapporteur: Ms. Kyoungjin Bae

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 30 The Invention of Nature: Alexander von Humboldt’s New World
Andrea Wulf, Independent Scholar

October 28 Images of Mind: Reason, Logic and the Divine in Victorian England
Joan Richards, Brown University

November 11 Forging the Moon; or, How to Spot a Fake Galileo
Nick Wilding, Georgia State University and New York Public Library

December 16 How the Other Half Thinks: Human Science in the Gilded Age
Henry Cowles, Yale University

January 27 Niko Tinbergen on Autism: Gestures from Gulls to Children
Marga Vicedo, University of Toronto and Princeton University

February 24 From Arcana Imperii to Statistics: G.M. Galanti, Political Information
and Science in the Age of Enlightenment
Barbara Naddeo, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

March 30 Weather Prophets, Frauds, and Counterfeiters from the Gilded Age to the New Era
Jamie Pietruska, Rutgers University

April 27 Science and Art in China: Li Matou (Mateo Ricci), Lang Shining (Giuseppe Castiglione)
and the Influence of Western Geometry and Mathematical Perspective on
Early Qing Dynasty Mathematicians and Artists
Joseph Dauben, Lehman College and The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Deborah Cohen, dcoen@barnard.edu
Professor Matthew Jones, mj340@columbia.edu

Directory of Seminars, Speakers, & Topics 2015-2016 99



IRISH STUDIES (535)

Founded: 1973

This seminar serves as an interdisciplinary forum on all aspects and periods of Irish culture. Seminar participants
come from a wide variety of fields: history, literature, art history, film studies, political science, sociology, anthro-
pology, music, and folklore. These scholars bring to any topic under discussion a diversity of background which is
stimulating and informative for all present. The concern for Irish studies as a field of scholarly inquiry is reflected in

the collegial sharing of information about resources and repositories for research in the field.

Co-Chairs: Professor Terrence Byrne, Professor Mary McGlynn
Rapporteur: Ms. Arden Hegele

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 11 Out of the Blue: Seamus Heaney’s Poetic Responses to 9/11 and its Aftermath
Michael Parker, University of Central Lancashire and Columbus State University

October 2 Black Ireland: Imagining Immigration in Irish Literature
Mindi McMann, The College of New Jersey

December 4 Sexuality and Flirtation in 1916
Lucy McDiarmid, Montclair State University

February 5 From Chandler’s Court to Ballymun: Strumpet City and the Evolution of an Irish Social Realism
Terry Byrne, The College of New Jersey

March 4 The Environmental Impact of War on the Irish City and Landscape
Justin Stover, Idaho State University

April 1 Socialism in the 1916 Rising
Nelson 0’Ceallaigh Ritschel, Massachusetts Maritime Academy

May 6 New York and London Irish Communities, Circa 1910-1960
Miriam Nyhan Grey, New York University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Terrence Byrne, hyrneter@tcnj.edu
Professor Mary McGlynn, mary.mcglynn@baruch.cuny.edu
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CINEMA AND INTERDISCIPLINARY INTERPRETATION (539)

Founded: 1974

The seminar draws from the faculty of New York-area universities and independent scholars; regular participants
come from as far away as Baltimore. Attendance varies from twenty to forty-five people, with thirty being average.
Half of the speakers are from within the seminar, half are from outside. They present works in progress that gener-
ally address important groundbreaking topics in film and media studies within an inter-disciplinary perspective.
Most sessions have a respondent, often a regular member of the seminar. The seminar has an international reputa-

tion among film and media scholars and has become the center for ongoing face-to-face scholarly exchanges in the
field.

Co-Chairs: Professor Cynthia Lucia, Professor William Luhr
Rapporteur: Mr. Patrick Brodie

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 10 Existential Presence and a New Time for Cinema
Sam Girgus, Vanderbilt University
Respondent: Joe McElhaney, Hunter College, The City University of New York

October 29 Film Blackness: American Cinema and the Idea of Black Film
Michael Gillespie, City College, The City University of New York
Respondent: Amy Herzog, Graduate Center and Queens College, The City University of New York

November 12 The Current Dynamics of Academic Publishing
Julia Kostova, Oxford University Press and Columbia University
Respondent: Krin Gabbard, Oxford University Press and Columbia University

December 10 Roundtable Discussion: The Centenary of Orson Welles
John Belton, Rutgers University
Catherine Benamou, University of California, Irvine
Sidney Gottlieh, Sacred Heart University
Bill Simon, New York University
Robert Stam, New York University
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January 21

February 11

March 10

April 7

An Uncommon Case: Alfred Radock’s Distant Journey and Early Holocaust Cinema
Stuart Liebman, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York
Respondent: Annette Insdorf, Columbia University

Making Sense of Haneke’s Characters: Non-Reciprocity and the Limits of the Reflexive
in The Seventh Continent, Benny’s Video, and Caché

Roy Grundmann, Boston University

Respondent: Fatima Naqvi, Rutgers University

Baby Sister’s Lament: Chester Himes’s Struggle to Film Harlem
Paula Masood, Brooklyn College and The Graduate Center, The City University of New York
Respondent: Michael Gillespie, City College, The City University of New York

The Switcheroo Tradition: Narrative Innovations in 1940s Hollywood
David Bordwell, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Respondent: Robert Lightning, Manhattanville College

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Cynthia Lucia, cindylucia@aol.com
Professor William Luhr, luhrwg@aol.com
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WOMEN AND SOCIETY (545)

Founded: 1974

This seminar is devoted to the interdisciplinary study of women in their historical and social contexts, as well as

feminist historiography. Among the topics the seminar considers are: the status and function of women historically;

cross-cultural and sociological perspectives on women; representations of women in literature, media, and the arts;

women and ethics; and feminist theories of class, race, and sexuality.

September 21

October 19

November 30

February 15

March 21

April 18

Co-Chairs: Professor Karen Baird, Professor Emily Tai
Rapporteur: Ms. Billur Avlar

MEETINGS 2015-2016

Chapter from a Memoir of Reading: Jane Eyre and Becky Sharp
Wendy Fairey, Brooklyn College, The City University of New York
Discussant: Dorothy 0. Helly, Hunter College and

The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

When Sex Becomes Dangerous: HIV Prevention Policies

and the Control of Women’s “Risky” Behavior

Karen Baird, Purchase College, The State University of New York
Discussant: Samantha Majic, John Jay College of Criminal Justice,
The City University of New York

Greek Tragic Women on Early Modern London’s Commercial Stages
Tanya Pollard, Brooklyn College and The Graduate Center, The City University of New York
Discussant: Helen Peet Foley, Barnard College, Columbia University

Stolen Motherhoods: Traffic in Minors during the Francoist Dictatorship and

the Spanish Democratic Transition: A Testimonial and Photography Project

Arénzazu Borrachero, Queensborough Community College, The City University of New York
Discussant: Pedro Lange-Churion, University of San Francisco

Vigilante Justice, Women, and the Church Courts in Paris, 1483-1505

Tiffany D. Vann Sprecher, Kingsborough Community College, The City University of New York
Discussant: Sara McDougall, John Jay College of Criminal Justice

and The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

It’s Blue and It’s Up to You! Policy Narratives and Anti-Trafficking Awareness in the United States
Samantha Majic, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, The City University of New York
Discussant: Mara Sidney, Rutgers University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Karen Baird, Karen.Baird@purchase.edu
Professor Emily Tai, ETai@qcc.cuny.edu
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OTTOMAN AND TURKISH STUDIES (551)

Founded: 1974

From its inception, this seminar adopted an interdisciplinary approach to Turkic studies, and its members represent
many fields. At the same time, their interests span more than thirteen centuries. In most years, the program covers a
selection of topics reflecting current research of members. Special anniversaries such as the Atatiirk centennial (1981-
1982), the sixtieth anniversary of the Turkish Republic (1983-1984), and the traveling exhibition, The Age of Sultan
Siileyman the Magnificent (1987-1988), however, have provided themes around which all papers or a series of papers
have been centered. Discussion on papers presented—no matter what their topic—has shown that dialogue between,

for example, political scientist and art historian, medievalist and modernist, can be both stimulating and productive.

Co-Chairs: Professor Leyla Amzi-ErdoXdular, Professor Zeynep Celik
Rapporteur: Ms. Zeinah Azarbadegan

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 15 A Conversation with Orhan Pamuk on His Newest Book, A Strangeness in My Mind
Orhan Pamuk, Columbia University

October 29 Disability in the Arab-Ottoman World
Sara Scalenghe, Loyola University Maryland

November 19 Criminal Codes, Crime, and the Transformation of Punishment in the Late Ottoman Empire
Kent Schull, Binghamton, The State University of New York

December 10 Antinomies of the End of Empire: Reluctant Nationalists, Imperial Nation State,
New Ottomanism and Albanians
Nader Sohrabi, Institute for Advanced Study

January 28 The Ottomans at the Alhambra, 1844-1914
Edhem Eldem, Bogazici University

February 25 Remembering Etem Erol, with multiple participants, including:
Sibel Erol, New York University
Leyla Amzi-Erdogdular, Columbia University
Karen Barkey, Columbia University
Gil Anidjar, Columbia University
Ahmet Erdogdular, independent scholar

March 24 Networked Objects: Islamic Art in Orientalist Interiors
Mary Roberts, University of Sydney and Williams College

April 28 Many Lives of Empires: Muslim Loyalties and Ottoman Continuities
in Habsburg Bosnia, 1878-1914
Leyla Amzi-Erdogdular, Columbia University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Leyla Amzi-ErdoXdular, 1a2142@columbia.edu
Professor Zeynep Celik, zc2162@columbia.edu
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DRUGS AND SOCIETY (553)

Founded: 1975

This seminar provides a forum for the scholarly exchange of information among key representatives of the chemical

dependency research, treatment, prevention, and policy development communities. It seeks to address the impor-

tant and complex questions relating to the root causes of chemical dependency and abuse, to examine and evaluate

epidemiological studies, to determine the effectiveness of various treatment and prevention strategies, and to discuss

the wisdom and value of current international, national, and local policies. Membership is comprised of prominent

researchers, established leaders in the treatment and prevention fields, and government policy makers. Speakers in

the seminar are drawn from the membership itself and by invitation from other institutions.

September 8

October 20

November 17

December 15

January 19

February 16

March 22

April 19

May 17

Chair: Frank McCorry, Ph.D.
Rapporteur: Ms. Annum Hussain

MEETINGS 2015-2016

The Prevention and Treatment of Substance Use Disorders in the Era of Health Care Reform
Patricia Lincourt, NY State Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services

Treating Adolescents: The State of the Art and the Science
Aaron Hogue, Ph.D., National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse

Leveraging Mobile Technology to Build Concurrent Recovery Monitoring
and Relapse Prevention Capacity
Christopher R. Wilkins, Loyola Recovery Foundation

Screening Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment—Its Promises and Challenges
Megan 0’Grady, Ph.D., National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse

The Implementation of Parity Legislation and Its Implications for SUD Treatment
Karla Lopez, JD, Legal Action Center

Parachute NYC: Community-Based, Peer-Integrated Services
that Engage People Experiencing Psychosis-Related Crisis
Mary Jane Alexander, Ph.D. and Judy Sugarman, Nathan Kline Institute

Stigma from the Viewpoint of the Patient
Jocelyn Woods, MA and Herman Joseph, Ph.D.,
National Alliance for Medication Assisted Recovery

An Introduction to Managed Alcohol Problems—When Abstinence Fails
Andrew Byrne, MD, Practicing Addiction Physician, Sydney, Australia

Planning for 2016 Seminar Series
Frank McCorry, Ph.D., Chair, Drugs and Society Seminar

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Frank McCorry, Ph.D., famcc127@gmail.com
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TWENTIETH-CENTURY POLITICS AND SOCIETY (555)

Founded: 1992

The seminar concerns Europe, the United States, and the non-West. It brings together historians, sociologists, politi-
cal scientists, literary critics, and other scholars to discuss current research on diverse cultural, social, and political

theses, especially those that stimulate comparative perspectives.

Chair: Professor Christopher Dietrich
Rapporteur: Mr. Peter Slezkine

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 22 The Feminist Roots of Neoliberalism
Mark Palen, University of Exeter

November 10 The Cold War in a Neoliberal Age: Reagan’s Foreign Policy and Economic Inequality in the 1980s
Michael Brenes, Hunter College, The City University of New York

December 1 Framework Trouble: Britain, the League of Nations, and the Italo-Ethiopian War
Susan Pedersen, Columbia University

February 2 The 1933 Cuban Revolution and the Making of a Transnational Left
John Gronbeck-Tedesco, Ramapo College

February 23 The 1949 Geneva Conventions in the Wake of War
Sarah Kovner, Columbia University

March 29 The United States, Saudi Arabia, and Oil in the 1970s
Victor McFarland, University of Missouri

May 3 Margaret Thatcher: What is the Verdict of History?
David Cannadine, Princeton University

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Christopher Dietrich, cdietrich2@fordham.edu
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BRAZIL (557)

Founded: 1976

Recently completed field studies and research from primary sources on Brazil constitute the main interest of this

seminar. Brazilian, U.S. and other visiting scholars participate, contributing their interpretations of recent events.

Portuguese may be spoken whenever convenient.

September 17

October 22

November 12

December 17

February 18

March 24

April 14

Co-Chairs: Professor Diana Brown, Professor John Collins,
Professor Sidney Greenfield, Professor Vania Penha-Lopes
Rapporteur: Mr. Jodo Villela de Faria

MEETINGS 2015-2016

Catador the Redeemer: Activists, Entrepreneurs, Castoffs, and Social Responsibility
Steven Christopher Alley, Columbia

Acting Bogal: Performance, Language, and Freedom in Brazil in the Age of Abolition
Yuko Miki, Fordham University

Racialization, Abolition, and Post-Abolition in Brazil (1870-1909)
Wilamyra Albuquerque, Federal University of Bahia

On the Path of Beads: Glass Beads and Their Owners as Seen by
Native Amerindian Peoples in Brazil
Els Lagrou, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro

The End Before the End: Slave Abolition and the Slaves’ Expectations
of Rights in Nineteenth-Century Brazil
Henrique Espada Lima, Federal University of Santa Catarina

Conserving Inequality in Post-Neoliberal Brazil: Traditional Peoples and
Participatory Environmental Conservation in Brazil's Discovery Coast
Gustavo Azenha, Columbia University

Basic Educational Performance in the State of Rio de Janeiro: Issues, Challenges and Suggestions
Antoine Lousao, State Government of Rio de Janeiro

Directory of Seminars, Speakers, & Topics 2015-2016

107



May 12 The Expansion of “Agribusiness”, Land Grabbing, and Public Policies:
A Critical Reflection on the Transformation of Rural Brazil
Sergio Pereira Leite, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro and The Graduate Center,
The City University of New York

May 26 The Impeachment Process in Brazil and the New Michel Temer Government
David Fleischer, University of Brasilia

July 20 Joint Meeting with the Seminars on Studies in Religion and Content and Method
in the Social Sciences
Cross-National Studies of Pentecostalism
Donizete Rodrigues, University of Beira Interior

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Diana Brown, dbrown@bard.edu
Professor John F. Collins, john.collins@qc.cuny.edu
Professor Sidney Greenfield, sidneygreenfield@gmail.com
Professor Vania Penha-Lopes, vania_penha-lopes@bloomfield.edu
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ARABIC STUDIES (559)

Founded: 1977

The concerns of this seminar are interdisciplinary and humanistic. In addition to Arabic language and literature, the
range of interests includes topics of significance for Islamic studies: religion, philosophy, science, law and history
of the Muslim world, and modern social and cultural history. The seminar affords an opportunity to members and
guest speakers to discuss research in progress. Because the members come from several disciplines, the substantive
discussions draw upon various fields to expand the sources, help reformulate questions, and anticipate future pub-
lications.

Chair: Professor Muhsin al-Musawi
Rapporteur: Ms. Sahar Ishtiaque Ullah

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 1 Muhammed al-Muwayalihi's Hadith ‘Isa Ibn Hisham: Its Author, His Texts, and My Life
Roger Allen, University of Pennsylvania

October 29 In Memoriam: Gamal al-Ghitani’s Legacy in the World of Arabic Literature
Mohammed Salama, San Francisco State University
Nayel Shafei, Marefa Encyclopedia Project

December 3 A Gypsy Language in Medieval Islamdom
Kristina Richardson, Queens College, The City University of New York

January 28 Wonder in Classical Arabic Literary Theory
Lara Harh, Princeton University

February 18 Orientalism as Occidentalism
Joseph Massad, Columbia University

March 31 Trajectories for Contemporary Iraqi Art
Nada Shabout, University of North Texas

April 28 The Magamat Between Philology and World Literature
Maurice Pomerantz, New York University, Abu Dhabi

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Muhsin Al-Musawi, ma2188@columbia.edu
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HUMAN RIGHTS (561)

Founded: 1978

This seminar addresses various human rights issues at monthly meetings, sometimes by designating a theme to be

followed during the entire academic year. The topics cover international and domestic areas of concern, and reflect

problems of both conceptualization and application. Emphasis is also placed on dialogue between advocates of west-

ern and non-western ideas and practices.

October 5

November 2

December 7

February 1

March 7

April 4

Co-Chairs: Professor George Andreopoulos, Professor Yasmine Ergas
Rapporteur: Mr. Tim Wyman-McCarthy

MEETINGS 2015-2016

Humanitarian Response: Opportunities and Challenges
Lilian Barajas, United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

Challenging the Selectivity of Universal Jurisdiction:

Will Francoist Repression Face Justice in Argentina?

Ulrike Capdepon, Columbia University

Discussant: Stephanie Golob, Baruch College and The Graduate Center,
The City University of New York

Gender Discrimination in Violence: Addressing Sexual Violence

Committed Against Women, Men, and Gender Non-Conformers

Lisa Davis, City University of New York Law School

Discussant: Chiseche Salome Mibenge, Lehman College, The City University of New York

The Economic Roots of Conflict and the Role of Stakeholder Dialogue:
Consultation in the Business & Human Rights Arena
Shareen Hertel, University of Connecticut

The New Sovereigntism and Transnational Law
Seyla Benhabib, Yale University
Discussant: John R. Wallach, Hunter College, The City University of New York

Human Rights in Times of Austerity: Lessons from the Greek Crisis
George Andreopoulos, John Jay College of Criminal Justice and The Graduate Center,
The City University of New York

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor George Andreopoulos, chrights@jjay.cuny.edu
Professor Yasmine Ergas, ye36@columbia.edu
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NEO-CONFUCIAN STUDIES (567)

Founded: 1979

This seminar examines the formation, development, and role of Neo-Confucian thought in China, Japan, and Korea.
The relationship between Neo-Confucianism and other aspects of the history of East Asia is considered, and on oc-
casion intellectual responses to Neo-Confucianism are also examined. The seminar circulates copies of papers to its

members prior to meetings.

Co-Chairs: Mr. Ari Borrell, Professor Tao Jiang, Professor On-cho Ng, Professor Deborah Sommer
Rapporteurs: Mr. Yao Lin (Fall), Ms. Bixin Guo (Spring)

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 2 Yamazaki Ansai’s Discussion of Ren: Heartfelt Ethis and Historical Exemplars
John Tucker, East Carolina University

November 6 Can Confucians Universalize Themselves?
Eske Mgllgaard, University of Rhode Island

February 5 “This Fathom-Long Body’: Bodily Materiality and Religious Ideology
in Medieval Chinese Buddhist Texts
Pierce Salguero, Pennsylvania State University, Abington

March 4 Utopianism and Moralities of the Self: Views of Chinese Radicals, 1900-1925
Peter Zarrow, University of Connecticut

April 22 Zhu Xi on the Consciousness and Unconsciousness of the Mind of Heaven and Earth:
Cross-Cultural Considerations of Ontological Theism and Atheism
Brook Ziporyn, University of Chicago

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:

Mr. Ari Borrell, aborrell@msn.com
Professor Tao Jiang, tjiang@rci.rutgers.edu
Professor On-Cho Ng, oxn1@psu.edu
Professor Deborah Sommer, dsommer@gettyshurg.edu

Directory of Seminars, Speakers, & Topics 2015-2016 m



GENETIC EPIDEMIOLOGY (577)

Founded: 1982

The purpose of this seminar is to bring together researchers in human genetics, epidemiology, and related disci-
plines, to discuss issues of common interest. Topics focus primarily on genetic and environmental contributions to
disease, and gene-environment interaction. Our goal is to use information from both human genetics and epidemi-

ology to arrive at a methodology for understanding the complex etiology of common diseases.

Chair: Professor Gary Heiman
Rapporteur: Ms. Esther Drill

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 15 Hamming Distance Analysis for Prioritizing Sequence Variants
Jurg Ott, Chinese Academy of Sciences and Rockefeller University

November 12 Genetic Analysis of Neuroblastoma in Minority Children
Marcella Devoto, University of Pennsylvania and The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia

December 10 Moving Beyond Characterization: Engineering the Microbiome for Therapeutic Purposes
Jose Clemente, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai Hospital

January 14 Common and Rare Variation in Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD)
Judy Cho, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai Hospital

February 11 Functional Variation in the Human Genome: Lessons from the Transcriptome
Tuuli Lappalainen, New York Genome Center and Columbia University

March 10 Role of the Early Life Microbiota in Metabolic and Immunological Development
Martin J. Blaser, New York University Langone Medical Center

April 14 Genetic Approaches to Nephropathy
Krzysztof Kiryluk, Columbia University

Academic year 2016-2017 (discontinued)
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SHAKESPEARE (581)

Founded: 1982

This seminar explores issues of interest to current Shakespeare scholarship. Principal topics include the relation of
play-script to performance, the implications of recent changes in textual study, the relevance of texts to the social
and political world in which they were produced, and the impact of contemporary theory on Shakespeare criticism.

A Bernard Beckerman Memorial Lecture is presented annually in honor of the seminar’s founder.

Co-Chairs: Professor John Staines, Professor Denise Walen
Rapporteur: Mr. Alexander Lash

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 11 Ada Rehan, Late 19th Century Actress: From Fame to Obscurity on the American Stage
Irene Dash, Hunter College, The City University of New York

October 9 Character and Closure: The Finale of Hamlet
Laury Magnus, U.S. Merchant Marine Academy

November 13 Disgust, Distaste, Loathing: Digital Philology, Cultural History, and Measure for Measure
Benedict Robinson, Stony Brook, The State University of New York

December 11 How Like a God: Apprehensive Shakespeare
Adam Rzepka, Montclair State University

February 12 The Myth of Orpheus and the Making of Knowledge in Shakespeare
Jenny Mann, Cornell University and New York University

March 11 ‘My Life, My Company’: Amity, Enmity, and Vitality in Marlowe’s Edward 11
Garrett Sullivan, Pennsylvania State University and University of Connecticut

April 8 Characteristic Becoming
Bradin Cormack, Princeton University

May 13 “Traitor”? How Now?’: Treason and Fictions of Intention in Coriolanus

John Staines, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, The City University of New York

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Gavin Hollis, ghollis@hunter.cuny.edu
Professor Denise Walen, dewalen@vassar.edu
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SOUTHEAST ASIA IN WORLD AFFAIRS (583)

Founded: 1982

This seminar is concerned with the contemporary political economy of Southeast Asia, and in particular with its in-
ternational dimensions. The agenda includes current problems of economic and political change in the countries of
the region, as well as issues in relations with the United States, Japan, China, and Russia. The seminar membership
includes policymakers from the public and private sectors, as well as scholars, and the group as a whole has a strong

policy orientation.

Co-Chairs: Professor Ann Marie Murphy, Professor Hugh T. Patrick
Rapporteur: Mr. Rafael Ignacio

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 15 Progress or Stagnation? Governance Reform and Anti-Corruption Initiatives
under President Yudhoyono and their Implications for President Jokowi
Vishnu Juwono, University of Indonesia

November 4 Indonesia and the ASEAN Region: Navigating the New Normal
Mari Pangestu, Columbia University

February 3 We are Family: Constructing a Normative Foundation for the Sino-Thai Relationship
Phongphisoot Busbarat, Columbia University

April 6 Migrant Dubai: Asian Lives in an Arab Global City

Laavanya Kathiravelu, Princeton University and Nanyang Technological University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Ann Marie Murphy, amm31@columbia.edu
Professor Hugh T. Patrick, htp1@columbia.edu
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ETHICS, MORAL EDUCATION, AND SOCIETY (585)

Founded: 1983

This seminar, made up of theoreticians, researchers, and educators, examines the themes of ethics, moral education,
and society in a genuinely interdisciplinary fashion, covering such topics as moral motivation, moral development,
moral education, and moral theory. Membership is drawn from the fields of psychology, philosophy, sociology,
education, political theory, and religion. The seminar provides a meeting ground for communication and support

unique to the New York metropolitan region.

Chair: Dr. Michael Schulman
Rapporteur: Ms. Rebecca Martin

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 5 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Innovation in Education
Emotional Intelligence: From Theory to Practice to Transforming Schools
Marc Brackett, Yale University

October 20 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Innovation in Education
Reclaiming Conversation: The Power of Talk in a Digital Age
Sherry Turkle, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

November 16 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Innovation in Education
Shame as a Tool for Advocacy, Protest, and Institutional Reform
Jennifer Jacquet, New York University

December 14 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Innovation in Education
Sex Education in Global Historical Perspective
Jonathan Zimmerman, New York University

January 25 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Innovation in Education
How the World’s Other 2.1 Billion Children Grow Up: A Global View
Uwe P. Gielen, St. Francis College

March 21 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Innovation in Education
The End of the Public Intellectual
Edward Mendelson, Columbia University

May 16 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Innovation in Education
Failing: Why Science Is So Successful
Stuart Firestein, Columbia University

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Dr. Michael Schulman, mdschimn41@yahoo.com
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COGNITIVE AND BEHAVIORAL NEUROSCIENCE (603)

Founded: 1986

For more than 100 years, comparative psychologists have sought to understand the evolution of human intelligence.
New paradigms for studying cognitive processes in animals—in particular symbol use and memory—have, for the
first time, allowed psychologists and neuroscientists to compare higher thought processes in animals and human
beings. New imaging approaches have also facilitated exploring the neural basis of behavior and both animals and
humans. Questions concerning the nature of animal and human cognition have defined the themes of this seminar

whose members include specialists in cognition, ethology, philosophy and neuroscience.

Co-Chairs: Professor James Curley, Dr. Yaakov Stern, Professor Herbert S. Terrace
Rapporteur: Ms. Cait Williamson

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 29 Linguistic Rules in Chimps and Children
Charles Yang, University of Pennsylvania

December 3 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Language and Cognition
Infants’ Understanding of How Others Communicate through Speech and Gesture
Athena Vouloumanos, New York University

January 21 The Emergence of Human Cooperation—Evidence from Children and Chimpanzees
Felix Warnaken, Harvard University

February 25 The Fragility of Individual-Based Explanations of Social Hierarchies:
A Test Using Animal Pecking Orders
Ivan Chase, Stony Brook, The State University of New York

March 24 Emotion Inside Out: From Cartoon Neuroscience to the Predictive Brain
Lisa Feldman Barrett, Northeastern University

April 21 Body Maps in the Infant Brain
Peter Marshall, Temple University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor James Curley, jc3181@columbia.edu
Professor Herbert S. Terrace, terrace@columbia.edu
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SCIENTIFIC LITERACY/SCIENTIFIC FRONTIERS (611)

Founded: 1987

In view of the widespread concern with the notion of scientific literacy on the part of scientists, educators at all
levels, industrialists, politicians, and the media, this seminar aims to analyze the wide diversity of views as to how a
greater measure of scientific literacy might be obtained. There are many ways of teaching science, looking at science,
and practicing science. The notion of a universal scientific literacy as a unique set of things is not at all defined; the

seminar’s goal is to delineate its significance and implications.

Chair: Ms. Jean Delfiner
Rapporteur: Mr. Lucas Valente da Costa

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 18 Physics at the Large Hadron Collider
Rostislav Konoplich, Manhattan College

October 16 A Ray of Light in a Sea of Dark Matter
Charles R. Keeton, Rutgers University

November 20 Making a Safe Mini Van de Graaff Generator
Joe Sencen, Norwalk High School

December 11 X-Ray Crystallography: From the Discoveries of the Past to Designed Structures
Peter Corfield, Fordham University

January 29 Is the Earth Warming or Cooling? Ice Ages and Climate Change
Athanasios Koutavas, College of Staten Island, The City University of New York

February 26 Making Biofuels from the Wind or Rocks
Scott Banta, Columbia University

March 18 A Soupgon of Science: Culinary Pedagogy
Disan Davis, Hunter College High School
Kent Kirshenbaum, New York University

April 15 The Annual Demo Derby

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Ms. Jean Delfiner, jadelfiner@verizon.net
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FULL EMPLOYMENT, SOCIAL WELFARE, AND EQUITY (613)

Founded: 1987

The seminar focuses on the analytical and policy issues related to full employment, social welfare, and equity. These
include crossnational perspectives, primarily in other industrialized economies. The purpose is to identify and clar-
ify the more difficult and central intellectual questions which relate to and affect the national commitment and

capability to assure full employment, social welfare, and equity over long periods.

Co-Chairs: Professor Sheila Collins, Professor Helen Lachs Ginshurg, Professor Gertrude Schaffner Goldberg
Rapporteur: Ms. Shayna Halliwell

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 28 Living Wages and the Fight for 15: Assessing the Movement for Higher Wages
Stephanie Luce, Joseph S. Murphy Institute for Worker Education and The Graduate Center,
The City University of New York

October 26 Getting from Here to Full Employment Is Not Complicated
William A. Darity, Jr., Duke University

November 16 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Globalization, Labor, and Popular Struggles
Fighting for Decent Work in the ‘Grey Zone’ of Global Labor Markets
David Bensam, Rutgers University

December 14 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Globalization, Labor, and Popular Struggles
Rupture and Invention: Re-Inventing Social Policy for Today’s World of Transient Work
Katherine V.W. Stone, University of California, Los Angeles

February 11 Single-Payer in One State?
Richard Gottfried, New York State Assemblyman and
Chair of the New York State Committee on Health
Leonard Rodberg, Queens College, City University of New York

April 7 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Globalization, Labor, and Popular Struggles
What Kind of Revolution Do We Need?
Sheila D. Collins, William Paterson University

May 5 Why studying and Working Hard Is Not Enough for Black Americans:
Education and the Racial Wealth Gap
Darrick Hamilton, The New School for Public Engagement

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Sheila Collins, sheila.collins65@verizon.net
Professor Helen Lachs Ginshurg, helenginsburg@yahoo.com
Professor Gertrude Schoffner Goldberg, trudygoldberg@msn.com
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IRANIAN STUDIES (615)

Founded: 1987

The purpose of these monthly gatherings is to present and promote new research in Iranian studies from pre-Islamic

times to the present. The seminar provides an opportunity for scholars and researchers in the greater metropolitan

area to meet regularly and exchange views and discuss the topics of their research interests.

September 9

October 9

November 4

December 2

February 3

March 9

April 6

May 6

Co-Chairs: Professor Ahmad Ashraf, Professor Vahid Nowshirvani
Rapporteur: Mr. Josiah Bethards

MEETINGS 2015-2016

Courtiet, Laboret, Dancer, Spouse: Multiple Histories of Slavery in Qajar Iran
Nahid Mozaffari, New York University

Captive Society: The Basij Militia and Social Control in Iran
Saeid Golkar, Northwestern University

The Politics of Music in Iran
Nahid Siamdoust, New York University

Modernization Theory and Development Without Democracy:
Evidence from Elections to the Iranian National Assembly, 1906-1975
Navid Hassanpour, Columbia University

Current Research on Avestan Studies
Amir Ahmadi, Monash University, Australia

Approaches to Borderland Security: Lessons from the Sasanian Empire
Karim Alizadeh, Harvard University

Shii Studies in the West: Past, Present, and Perspectives for the Future
Sabine Schmidtke, Institute for Advanced Study

Special Session Held in Persian
Ehsan Yarshater in Conversation with Dr. Mandana Zandian
Mandana Zandian, Poet and Author

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Ahmad Ashraf, aa398@columbia.edu
Professor Vahid Nowshirvani, vini@columbia.edu
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BUDDHIST STUDIES (629)

Founded: 1990

The seminar discusses issues and ongoing research in Buddhist Studies, as well as the interface between Buddhist
Studies and other humanistic and scientific disciplines. Buddhism has been a powerful cultural and intellectual, as
well as religious, current in all of the Asian civilizations. Its manifestations engage the scholarly concern of members
of a wide range of disciplines: religious studies (itself an interdisciplinary enterprise), philosophy, psychology, his-
tory, sociology, anthropology, comparative literature, art history, and political science, among others. The seminar
is focused not on a narrow range of issues concerning the Buddhist religions, but on a broad range of philosophical,
cultural, social, and scientific subjects arising from the long and rich historical experience of the numerous Buddhist

civilizations.

Co-Chairs: Professor Michael 1. Como, Professor Bernard Faure, Professor David Max Moerman
Rapporteur: Ms. Dessislava Vendova

MEETINGS 2015-2016

November 6 Scapegoat, Mirror, and Billboard: Animals in the Life of the Buddha
Reiko Ohnuma, Dartmouth College

December 4 The Buddha’s Shadow: The Hidden God of Medieval Japan
Bernard Faure, Columbia University

January 29 Material Culture, Reading Performance, and Catalogue System: Sutra Wrapper
and Sutra Kerchief in Chinese Buddhist Rituals and the Formation of the Canon
Yu Xin, Fudan University

April 8 Narrating Conversion: Some Reflections on Buddhist and Jain Stories
Phyllis Granoff, Yale University
Image Worship in Esoteric Buddhist Rituals
Koichi Shinohara, Yale University

May 6 Form, Formulary, and Formation of the Earliest Guanyin Miracle Tales
Victor Mair, University of Pennsylvania

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Michael I. Como, m¢2575@columbia.edu
Professor Zhaohua Yang, zy2200@columbia.edu
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RELIGION IN AMERICA (661)

Founded: 1997

This seminar explores the role of religion in American society from cross-disciplinary perspectives: history, anthro-
pology, literature, sociology, theology, material culture, etc. Both “religion” and “America” are broadly defined: “re-
ligion” takes into account multicultural and multifarious religious expressions in an increasingly pluralistic setting;
“America” includes not merely the United States but Canada and the Caribbean as well. The members of the seminar

are particularly interested in examining the religiously rich environment of New York City.

Chair: Professor Courtney Bender
Rapporteur: Ms. Cara Rock-Singer

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 21 Following the New Way—Hmong Refugee Encounters with Christianity
Melissa Borja, College of Staten Island, The City University of New York

October 19 “They Sure Will Be of Minority Groups™: Interreligious, Interracial, Multiethnic Jewish Families
Samira Mehta, Albright College

November 9 There is NO Justice in Louisiana
Laura McTighe, Columbia University

February 22 In the Potter’s Hands: Precarium or the Holocaust Object
Laura S. Levitt, Temple University

March 21 “Boys and Girls Don’t Be a Vandal”: The Golden Rule and Juvenile Delinquency Prevention
Leslie Ribovich, Princeton University

April 18 I See You, and You Are Enough: Grassroots Organizing in the Belly of the Mikveh
Cara Rock-Singer, Columbia University

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Gale Kenny, gkenny@barnard.edu
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THE HISTORY OF COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY (667)

Founded: 1998

This seminar provides a forum where issues that define the institutional, intellectual and social history of Columbia
University will be given scholarly consideration. Speakers will consist of a mix of “outside” specialists in American
academic history and Columbia “insiders” who have had a direct involvement with a particular issue and a familiar-

ity with recent Columbia folkways.

Chair: Mr. Chauncey G. Olinger, Jr.
Rapporteur: Ms. Monique Kil

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 7 The Students Afro-American Society in the 1960s
Hilton Clark, Columbia College Graduate

November 4 Why 1968 Marked a Crisis in American History
Todd Gitlin, Columbia University

December 2 The Life and Career of Jane Belo Tannenbaum
Georgina Marrero, Independent Scholar

February 3 Who's Afraid of Virginia Gildersleeve? Some First Thoughts on a History of Barnard
Robert McCaughey, Barnard College, Columbia University

March 2 Roundtable Discussion
How to Address the Troubles of 1968

April 6 Columbia and Slavery
Eric Foner, Columbia University

May 4 Columbia 1968: The Making of a Documentary

Paul Cronin, Columbia University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Mr. Chauncey G. Olinger, Jr, cgolinger@verizon.net
Dr. Harold S. Wechsler, harold.wechsler@nyu.edu
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GLOBALIZATION, LABOR, AND POPULAR STRUGGLES (671)

Founded: 1998

The seminar seeks to clarify the boundaries of what might be broadly understood as labor politics and the labor
movement by examining theoretical and historical developments in order to clarify what has been learned and
what needs to be learned in the current world-historical moment of global capitalist reorganization. Included in the
purview of the seminar are broader issues in popular politics as well as forms of popular action that are often identi-
fied by such alternative labels as “social movements” or “contentious” politics. Presentations, by specialists from the
academic and labor communities, focus on issues in contemporary labor and popular politics, on a thematic basis,
in settings around the world, and bring to bear a strongly comparative focus, which challenges a common division
between specialists on labor in the industrialized world and labor in less developed areas. Debate is facilitated by the

provision of papers in advance.

Co-Chairs: Professor David Bensman, Professor Sheila Collins
Rapporteur: Ms. Shayna Halliwell

MEETINGS 2015-2016

November 16 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Full Employment, Social Welfare, and Equity
Fighting for Decent Work in the ‘Grey Zone’ of Global Labor Markets
David Bensam, Rutgers University

December 14 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Full Employment, Social Welfare, and Equity
Rupture and Invention: Re-Inventing Social Policy for Today’s World of Transient Work
Katherine V.W. Stone, University of California, Los Angeles

February 25 Global Organizing Is Essential to Revitalizing the Labor Movement
Jeff Hermanson, Workers United

April 7 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Full Employment, Social Welfare, and Equity
What Kind of Revolution Do We Need?
Sheila D. Collins, William Paterson University

April 28 Transnational Companies’ Corporate Social Responsibilities and China’s Labor Relations

Qiang Li, Founder and Executive Director of China Labor Watch

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor David Bensman, dbensman@smir.rutgers.edu
Professor Sheila Collins, sheila.collins65@verizon.net
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LANGUAGE AND COGNITION (681)

Founded: 2000

What can the study of language contribute to our understanding of human nature? This question motivates re-
search spanning many intellectual constituencies, for its range exceeds the scope of any one of the core disciplines.
The technical study of language has developed across anthropology, electrical engineering, linguistics, neurology,
philosophy, psychology, and sociology, and influential research of the recent era of cognitive science has occurred
when disciplinary boundaries were transcended. The seminar is a forum for convening this research community of
broadly differing expertise, within and beyond the University. As a meeting ground for regular discussion of current
events and fundamental questions, the University Seminar on Language and Cognition will direct its focus to the

latest breakthroughs and the developing concerns of the scientific community studying language.

Chair: Professor Robert Remez
Rapporteur: Ms. Mimi LaValley

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 22 Consolidating Findings on Phonetic Convergence: Challenging Puzzles
for Speech Perception, Speech Production, and Language Use
Jennifer 8. Pardo, Montclair State University

December 3 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Cognitive and Behavioral Neuroscience
Infants’ Understanding of How Others Communicate through Speech and Gesture
Athena Vouloumanos, New York University

January 28 Reforming the Study of Arabic Diglossia
Reem Khamis-Dakwar, Adelphi University

March 24 Why Is Reading Comprehension Hard when Decoding Is Easy? A Multifaceted, Multimodal
Approach to the Mechanisms Underlying Specific Comprehension Impairment
Nicole S. Landi, University of Connecticut and Haskins Laboratories

April 28 Coping with Variability in the Speech Signal: A Developmental Perspective
Elizabeth K. Johnson, University of Toronto Mississauga

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Robert Remez, remez@columbia.edu
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MEMORY AND SLAVERY (689)

Founded: 2001

The foundational premise of this seminar centers on the continued effects of slavery—in a wide variety of forms—

in the United States. Such social constructs depend upon human conceptions, behaviors, and key neurobiological

regulatory mechanisms sculpting them. Simultaneously, the seminar considers the ways in which the past may be

experienced in the present; that is, the slavery of memory. For the 2015-2016 academic year, the discussions focus

upon many important contemporary debates in psychology, biomedical science, its policy, and bioethics. Members

of this seminar include scientists, sociologists, clergy, physicians, therapists, scholars and others who share an inter-

est in learning from the collective memories of slavery.

September 25

October 30

November 20

December 18

February 26

April 1

May 27

June 12

Co-Chairs: Dr. Pilar Jennings, Professor Robert Pollack
Rapporteur: Ms. Carolyn Brokowski

MEETINGS 2015-2016

The CRISPR-Cas9 Controversy
Carolyn Brokowski, Columbia University
Robert Pollack, Columbia University

The Unexplored Ethics Behind Stem Cell Science
Sheldon Krimsky, Tufts University

Bioengineering and Cognitive Bondage: How the Genetic Engineering Venture

Has Been Chronically Dependent on Denial and Deception—

and How this Stemmed from Attachment to Discredited Beliefs

Steven M. Druker, Founder and Executive Director of the Alliance for Bio-Integrity
Respondent: Robert Pollack, Columbia University

Franz Boas: A Life in Science and Politics
Alan McGowan, The New School for Public Engagement

Diversity and Clinical Work: Multiple Modalities for Kaleidoscopic Identities
Susan Bodnar, Columbia University

The Design and Planning for a New York Slavery Memorial
Meredith Bergmann, Sculptor and Poet

Theories of Andragogy and Transformative Learning Applied
to the Hebrew Texts of Trauma and Memory
Rev. Julie Johnson Staples J.D., Th.M.

Love and Medicine
Don Shriver, Union Theological Seminary

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Dr. Pilar Jennings, pj38@columbia.edu
Professor Robert Pollack, pollack@columbia.edu
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EARLY CHINA (691)

Founded: 2002

The seminar focuses on early Chinese civilization from the Neolithic Age to the Han Dynasty and brings together

scholars from all Early China related fields: history, archaeology, art history, literature and language, religion and

philosophy. The seminar will facilitate interregional exchanges by inviting distinguished Sinologists from other parts

of the country, and will publicize new archaeological discoveries.

October 16

November 13

December 11

January 29

February 26

March 11

April 15

Co-Chairs: Professor Roderick Campbell, Professor Jue Guo
Rapporteur: Mr. Dongming Wu

MEETINGS 2015-2016

Excavated Legal Cases from Ancient China and Egypt
Anthony Barbieri-Low, University of California, Santa Barbara

Recent Discoveries on Old Chinese and Pre-Qin Documents
William H. Baxter, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

Rethinking Ritual and the Excavation of Archaeological Deposits at Shang Sites
Katrinka Reinhart, San Francisco State University

Urban Neighborhoods: Social and Spatial Organization of the Great Shang Settlement
Zhichun Jing, University of British Columbia

Dependency vs. Vulnerability in Early China-Steppe Interaction: New Data for Old Problems
Nicola Di Cosmo, Institute for Advanced Study

Idlers on the Southwest Frontier: Native Continuities or Evasions of Han Imperial Time
Alice Yao, University of Chicago

Picturing Political Abstractions in Han China
Martin Powers, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Roderick Campbell, rhc2@nyu.edu
Professor Jue Guo, jguo@barnard.edu

126 Columbia University—The University Seminars



MODERN BRITISH HISTORY (701)

Founded: 2004

The seminar in Modern British history brings together historians from the different New York area institutions,
together with literary scholars, political scientists, philosophers and others working historically, to hear research
papers by visiting scholars, to discuss recent significant books in the field of Modern British history (from the late

17th century to the present) or to comment on work in progress by members of the group.

Co-Chairs: Professor Christopher Brown, Professor Carl Wennerlind
Rapporteur: Ms. Alma Igra

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 29 Making Race: The Work of Slave-Owners
Cathrine Hall, University College London

October 15 Mobilizing the Archives of State and Empire in an Age of Imperial War:
John Bruce and the Use of Paperwork During the Long 1790s
Asheesh Siddique, Columbia University

November 5 The British Empire and the Pan-European History of Imperialism:
‘Masked Condominia’ and Trans-European Collaboration
Richard Drayton, King’s College London

February 4 “His Majesty’s Suffering Church”: The American Emigré Clergy in Britain
Peter Walker, Columbia University

March 31 What Was Celebrity in Eighteenth-Century Britain?
Brian Cowan, McGill University

April 7 Words that Disturb the State: Hate Speech and the Lessons of Fascism in Postwar Britain
Chris Hilliard, Sydney University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Christopher Brown, cIb2140@columbia.edu
Professor Carl Wennerlind, cwennerl@barnard.edu
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MODERN GREEK (703)

Founded: 2005

The seminar’s title emphasizes the language—Modern Greek—over the metropolitan nation-state, Modern Greece.
By so doing, the seminar uses the enduring and versatile nature of the language as a symbol for broader themes that,
both diachronically and synchronically, depict the tension between sameness and difference, between the continu-
ities and discontinuities that comprise the Hellenic world. The seminar does not limit its focus to Modern Greece,
even though it remains its foremost concern, instead it seeks to provide a forum for original interdisciplinary per-
spectives on Byzantine, Ottoman, and Modern Greece and the Greek diaspora. Seminar participants from a wide
variety of fields consider all aspects of the post-classical Greek world as well as the reception and creative appropria-
tion of the classical Greek tradition both in Greece and abroad. The seminar examines Greek relations with Western
Europe, the Balkans, the Mediterranean, the Caucasus and the Middle East, tracing also the cultural presence of his-
toric Greek communities in these areas as well as in more recent diasporas, in the United States and Australia. The
seminar also examines the presence of diverse communities within Greece. This year’s seminar series—which was
connected throughout by the theme of “Austerity Measures”—included three artist talks along with three lectures

(focusing on the Byzantine, Hellenistic, and Modern Greek worlds respectively).

Co-Chairs: Professor Dimitrios Antoniou, Professor Karen Van Dyck
Rapporteur: Mr. David Schneller

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 18 To Fit or Not to Fit (Artist Talk and Screening)
Athina Rachel Tsangari, Director
Respondent: Toby Lee, New York University

October 15 Contesting Conceptual Boundaries: Byzantine Literature and its History (Lecture)
Panagiotis Agapitos, University of Cyprus

November 19 Cavafy, the Hellenistic Age, and Us (Lecture)
John Ma, Columbia University

February 11 The New Greek Prose (Artist Talk and Reading)
Christos Asteriou, Columbia University
Patricia Barbeito, Rhode Island School of Design
Respondent: Karen Emmerich, Princeton University
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March 23 Eleusis (Artist Talk and Screening)
Stefanos Tsivopoulos, Documentary Filmmaker
Respondent: Christine Soo-Young Kim, Columbia University

April 20 Austerity Measures: The New Greek Poetry (Lecture and Reading with an Exhibit of Greek Zines
Curated by Dimitrios Antoniou and Karla Nielsen, Columbia University)
Karen Van Dyck, Columbia University
Peter Constantine, Author and Translator
Jazra Khaleed, Poet and Founding Editor of Teflon
Phoebe Giannisi, University of Thessaly
Respondent: Edwin Frank, New York Review of Books

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Dimitrios Antoniou, da2500@columbia.edu
Professor Karen Van Dyck, vandyck@columbia.edu
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LITERARY THEORY (711)

Founded: 2005

This seminar has had a long and distinguished history at Columbia. Originally called Theory of Literature (469), it
was revived under its current title in 2006 with a view to pursuing the relations between literature, philosophy, and
the politics that pervades our cultural production and its study. For some time now, literary studies has been en-
gaged in wider theoretical approaches to texts and to the very idea of literature and criticism, and the seminar hopes
to take philosophical stock of this tendency as well as to try to bring to it, wherever possible, more creative and more
rigorous angles. These goals will initially be pursued broadly and ecumenically and should it turn out that one or
other theme surfaces, which demands our sustained focus, the seminar will very likely take it up for a whole year,
approaching it from different angles. For the most part, one of the members will circulate a paper, introduced for the

seminar by another member, but occasionally, we will invite a speaker from outside the membership.

Chair: Professor Bruce Robbins
Rapporteur: Ms. Victoria Wiet

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 30 The Origins of American Religious Nationalism
Sam Haselby, Senior Editor of Aeon
Respondent: James Livingston, Rutgers University-New Brunswick

October 20 The Retreat of the Left in Academia
Bhaskar Sunkara, Founder and Editor of Jacobin
Respondent: Stathis Gourgouris, Columbia University

December 2 Freedom of Expression and the Issue of Blasphemy
Etienne Balibar, Columbia University and Université de Paris X-Nanterrre
Respondent: Souleymane Bachir Diagne, Columbia University

January 26 Zone: An Artist’s Guide to the “Post-Westphalian” World
Matthew Hart, Columbia University
Respondent: Adam Tooze, Columbia University

February 17 The Limits of Critique
Rita Felski, University of Virginia
Respondent: Mark Greif, Eugene Lang College of Liberal Arts, The New School

April 7 Psyche and Ethos
Amanda Anderson, Brown University
Respondent: Nancy Yousef, Baruch College and The Graduate Center,
The City University of New York

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Bruce Robbins, bwr2001@columbia.edu
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CULTURAL MEMORY (717)

Founded: 2007

The University Seminar on Cultural Memory began in 2005 as an interdisciplinary colloquium welcoming graduate
students and faculty from Columbia and its neighbors. The Seminar, incepted in 2007, builds upon this already-
established community and aims to further develop a vibrant interdisciplinary dialogue on contemporary issues of
cultural and collective memory, including but not limited to traumatic memory, collective and national forgetting,
memorialization and museology, historical consciousness and historiography, embodied memory and performance,
archive and testimony. The Seminar meets monthly and, in addition to discussing chapters and works-in-progress,
hosts a series of distinguished visiting speakers, working in close cooperation with relevant departments and insti-

tutes at Columbia.

Co-Chairs: Professor Marianne Hirsch, Professor Andreas Huyssen
Rapporteur: Ms. Alyssa Greene

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 14 Protean Memory: Dancing Around Oblivion in Post-Revolutionary Paris
Clare Parfitt-Brown, University of Chichester
Respondent: Lynn Garafola, Barnard College, Columbia University

November 17 Region and Mobility: The Afterlives of Galicia and Eastern European Memory Sites
Olaf Terpitz, University of Vienna
Marianne Windsperger, University of Vienna
Elisabeth Janik, University of Vienna
Agnieska Legutko, Columbia University
Alyssa Greene, Columbia University
Magdalena Baran-Szoltys, University of Vienna
Olena Dvoretska, University of Vienna

February 29 Book Discussion on The Social Life of DNA
Alondra Nelson, Columbia University
Respondents:
Nadia Abu El-Haj, Barnard College, Columbia University
Vanessa Agard-Jones, Yale University
Arlene Davila, New York University
Samuel Roberts, Columbia University

March 7 Remediating the Blackout: The Photographic Archive of the Armenian Catastrophe
Emmanuel Alloa, University of St. Gallen and Columbia University

April 12 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on History, Redress, and Reconciliation
Artifacts and Allegiances: How Museums Put the Nation and the World on Display
Peggy Levitt, Wellesley College and Harvard University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Marianne Hirsch, mh2349@columbia.edu
Professor Andreas Huyssen, ah26@columbia.edu
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COMPARATIVE PHILOSOPHY (721)

Founded: 2007

The Comparative Philosophy Seminar seeks to advance constructive philosophical projects by bringing together
scholars with training in diverse areas of Asian thought (mostly the Indian and Chinese) and Western Philosophy.
Comparison in this context is not employed to loan authority to one set of obscure discoveries by revealing its reso-
nances with the works of others, deemed less obscure. Nor does it sociologize philosophy in search of general laws
of human cultural and intellectual development. Rather, the intent is to explicate, and employ, the fullness of an ex-
panded philosophical toolset—and see how that works. The seminar ordinarily invites respondents who are versed
in the relevant field of philosophical inquiry, but who are not necessarily specialists in Asian thought. In order to
facilitate an ongoing conversation, seminar meetings for a given year are loosely organized around a very general

theme, which speakers are asked to address when possible.

Co-Chairs: Professor Jonathan Gold, Professor Hagop Sarkissian
Rapporteur: Mr. Daniel del Nido

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 18 Death and the Self
Shaun Nichols, University of Arizona

October 9 The Attractions of Disgust
Maria Heim, Ambherst College
Respondent: Hagop Sarkissian, Baruch College, The City University of New York

November 13 Attention, Not Self, in Buddhaghosa’s Philosophy of Mind
Jonardon Ganeri, New York University
Respondent: David Nowakowski, Union College

December 11 Buddhism and Marxism: Points of Intersection
Graham Priest, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York
Karsten Struhl, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, The City University of New York
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February 26

March 18

April 8

April 29

Cognitive Linguistics and Cultural Gulfs:

From Embodied Metaphors to Responsible Generalizations

Joshua Mason, West Chester University of Pennsylvania

Respondent: Derek Skillings, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

Weakness of the Will and Liangzhi in Wang Yangming
Harvey Lederman, New York University
Respondent: Steve Angle, Wesleyan University

The Logic of Not: An Invitation to an Holistic Mode of Thinking
Shigenori Nagatomo, Temple University
Respondent: Graham Priest, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

Rehabilitating the Conventional via the Transactional:

An Experiment in Madhyamaka Thought Inspired by Kamalasila
Sara McClintock, Emory University

Respondent: Thomas A. Lewis, Brown University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Jonathan Gold, jcgold@princeton.edu
Professor Hagop Sarkissian, hagop.sarkissian@baruch.cuny.edu
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THEORY AND HISTORY OF MEDIA (727)

Founded: 2009

The University Seminar on the Theory and History of Media brings together scholars from the humanities and social
sciences to examine emerging concepts in media theory. Media, in this conception, refers to material technologies
that (re)produce, store, and transmit information—a conception broad enough that allows us to move from, say,
the role of print technologies in early modern Europe, through spirit photography to the emergence of contempo-
rary digital media. We are especially interested in the ways in which technologies shape and are shaped by cultural
practices, and social sensibilities, and we consider a historical dimension as central to this effort. There is nothing
so powerful in understanding the novelty and dynamism of contemporary media as looking at the introduction of
earlier technologies whose technical and social influence was yet to be understood. At the same time, we are also
committed to moving beyond the specifics of media in the U.S. to incorporate the different histories and trajectories
of media in Europe and elsewhere. Finally, we intend this to be beyond any one disciplinary approach and each year

is organized around a specific theme that sets the frame for questions and conversation.

Co-Chairs: Professor Stefan Andriopoulos, Professor Noam Elcott, Professor Felicity Scott
Rapporteur: Mr. Alex Weintraub

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 5 A Crystal Web Image of Horror: Paul Sharits’s Early Structural and Substructural Cinema
Branden Joseph, Columbia University
Respondent: Ben Kafka, New York University

November 9 Logistical Monuments: Notes on the Architecture of Television
John Harwood, Columbia University
Respondent: Nicole Starosielski, New York University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Noam Elcott, nme2106@columbia.edu
Professor Felicity Scott, fs2248@columbia.edu
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HISTORY, REDRESS, AND RECONCILIATION (729)

Founded: 2009

Historical redress continues to occupy public and political debates as well as scholarly research. The study of human
rights abuses and the ways in which redress addresses past injustices has gained broad recognition across a wide
range of academic fields. Despite, or perhaps because of this widespread attention, there has been no systematic
attempt to integrate what remain largely disconnected efforts into a trans-disciplinary enterprise let alone paradig-
matic approach. In short, the history and the contemporary culture of redress remain a scholarly subject matter that
is still in search of its own field. The objective of this seminar is to forge a more structured exchange among scholars
and practitioners who engage a set of issues that are yet to self identify as an academic field, and is addressed in dif-
ferent disciplinary spaces. The seminar provides a forum for interdisciplinary work on issues at the intersection of
history, memory and contemporary politics with particular emphasis on redressing past wrongs and gross violations
of human rights. It encompasses questions among others of transitional justice, cultural resolution, and reconcilia-
tion. Its main principle revolves round the question of how history and memory inform contemporary politics, in

particular around conflict and post conflict societies.

Co-Chairs: Professor Elazar Barkan, Professor Daniel Levy
Rapporteur: Ms. Zeynep Sila Sonmez

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 14 Nomesevoces.net Project: Some Answers and New Questions about the Spanish Civil War
Lourenzo Fernandez-Prieto, Universidade de Santiago de Compostela
Discussant: Adrian Pérez-Melgosa, Stony Brook, The State University of New York

April 12 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Cultural Memory
Artifacts and Allegiances: How Museums Put the Nation and the World on Display
Peggy Levitt, Wellesley College and Harvard University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Elazar Barkan, eb2302@columbia.edu
Professor Daniel Levy, daniel.levy@stonybrook.edu
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JAPANESE CULTURE (733)

Founded: 2009

The purpose of the University Seminar on Japanese Culture is to address the rich tradition of Japanese culture, with
special focus on literary and visual arts. The seminar takes an interdisciplinary approach, drawing on the fields of
literature, art history, religion, and cultural and social history, to shed new light on the multitude of visual, textual,

material, and performative genres that are hallmarks of Japanese culture.

Co-Chairs: Professor David Lurie, Professor Haruo Shirane
Rapporteur: Mr. Joshua Rogers

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 23 Detective Novel as Literary Prototype: The Case of Tanizaki Jun’ichiro
Anne Bayard-Sakai, Institut National des Langues et Civilisations Orientales

February 12 From Imperial Doppelganger to Humiliated Hag: The Transformation of the Deity Hitokotonushi
David Lurie, Columbia University

April 22 Divine Incarnation or Worm-Eaten Scroll? Reading the Tang Tale You xianku in Medieval Japan
Brian Steininger, Princeton University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor David Lurie, dbl11@columbia.edu
Professor Haruo Shirane, hs14@columbia.edu
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SITES OF CINEMA (735)

Founded: 2010

“Sites of Cinema” takes a new approach to the question of cinema at the moment when cinema is said to be in de-
cline, even in some accounts said to be facing its “death.” At this moment, when are focused on a convergence of
moving image forms into a single delivery system we take up divergence over convergence, a divergence. Alternative
to André Bazin’s question “What is Cinema?” “Sites of Cinema” will ask “Where is Cinema?” Where has it been seen
to be and where will it be spaced in the future—as theoretical construct, national culture, material object, artistic
work, social practice and space of exhibition. Cinema has moved and is still moving—from theatrical stages to
museum walls, in and on buildings as well as within historical nations and regions of the world. “Sites of Cinema”
signals our interest in site-specific cinemas plural but also cinema as a total apparatus—the “cinema of the mind” for

the mass audience.

Co-Chairs: Professor Jane Gaines, Professor Rob King
Rapporteurs: Mr. Aaron Boalick (Fall), Ms. Briand Gentry (Spring)

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 24 Opening Roundtable Discussion: Reconstructing the Popular
Policing the Crises: Stuart Hall and the Practice of Critique
E. Ann Kaplan, Stony Brook, The State University of New York
Rob King, Columbia University
Bruce Robbins, Columbia University
Jane Gaines, Columbia University

October 22 Sights and Sites of Cinema: Times Square, October 1914
Donald Crafton, University of Notre Dame
Respondent: Rob King, Columbia University

November 5 Passing for History: Humor and Early Television Historiography
Mark Williams, Dartmouth College
Respondent: Trey Ellis, Columbia University

December 3 Subversive Film/Media Aesthetics and the “New Political Film”
Robert Stam, New York University
Respondent: Farbod Honarpisheh, Columbia University
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February 4

March 24

April 28

Roundtable Discussion

Esther Eng: Challenges to World Feminism
Zhen Zhang, New York University

Yvonne Tasker, University of East Anglia
Patricia White, Swarthmore College
Lingzhen Wang, Brown University

Political and Aesthetic Sites of Documentary: China and France
Aline Caillet, Columbia University
Respondent: Ying Qian, Columbia University

Double Negatives: Quality and Ratchetness in Televisual Blackness
Racquel Gates, College of Staten Island, The City University of New York
Respondent: Michael Gillespie, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Jane Gaines, jmg2196@columbia.edu
Professor Rob King, rk2704@columbia.edu
Professor Debashree Mukherjee, dm3150@columbia.edu
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NARRATIVE, HEALTH, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE (737)

Founded: 2010

This interdisciplinary and inter-institutional seminar explores the connection between narrative, health, and social
justice. If disease, violence, terror, war, poverty and oppression all manifest themselves in narrative, then it is equally
true that resistance, justice, healing, activism, and collectivity can be products of a narrative-based approach to
ourselves and the world. Narrative understanding helps unpack the complex power relations between North and
South, state and worker, disabled body and able-body, bread-earner and child-bearer, subject and researcher, patient
and provider as well as self and the other. The seminar will draw from such fields as journalism, performance arts,
law, public health, trauma studies, anthropology, sociology, literary studies, medicine, writing, and cultural studies.
The common thread will be the narratives we tell as individuals, families, communities, and nations that situate our
experience in social, political, and cultural contexts, and that express in so many ways our search for justice in our
world and for our world. Our aim is to broaden the mandate of each of our disciplines, challenging each of us to
bring a critical, self-reflective eye to our scholarship, teaching, practice, and organizing. How are the stories we tell

manifestations of social injustice? How can we transform such stories into narratives of justice, health, and change?

Co-Chairs: Dr. Sayantani DasGupta, Dr. Marsha Hurst
Rapporteur: Mr. Cameron Donald

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 16 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Disability, Culture, and Society
Paper Subjects: Disability in Comic Books and Graphic Narratives
Chris Foss, University of Mary Washington
Jonathan Gray, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, The City University of New York

November 19 Caregiving in Sabbatical: Family, Aesthetics, and Personal Cinema
J. Brandon Colvin, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Discussant: Marcelline Block, Princeton University

December 10 Scars as Art, Text, and Experience
Erin Wood, University of Arkansas
Kelli Dunham, Writer, Comedian, and Registered Nurse
Lorrie Fredette, University of Tennessee, Knoxville
Samantha Plakun, Independent Film Producer
Heidi Andrea Restrepo Rhodes, Independent Writer and Artist
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February 17

March 10

April 22

Every Voice Matters: StoryCorps in Collaboration with Healthcare Organizations
Eddie Gonzalez, StoryCorps, Associate Manager of Legacy
Perrie Chinalai, StoryCorps, Associate Director of Legacy

Aging, Health, and Incarceration

Jack Beck, Correctional Association

Mujahid Farid, Release Aging People in Prison Campaign
Zach Rosner, Riker’s Island Medical Director

Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Disability, Culture, and Society
Disgust, Bodily Aesthetics, and the Ethic of Being Human in Bostwana
Julie Livingston, New York University

Discussant: J. Paul Martin, Barnard College, Columbia University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Dr. Sayantani DasGupta, sd2030@columbia.edu
Dr. Marsha Hurst, mh812@columbia.edu
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COLUMBIA SCHOOL LINGUISTICS (739)

Founded: 2011

The seminar series continues the line of research established by Professor of Linguistics William Diver. The aim in
this approach, as contrasted with formal linguistics, is to account for observed language use, with authentic text as
the main source of data. For grammar, this typically entails hypotheses about linguistic signals and their meanings;
for phonology, hypotheses about the relevant phonetic characteristics of phonological units. The roles of communi-
cation and a human factor are explicitly acknowledged as supporting the explanations offered. The series was begun
in 1968 by Diver for the benefit of graduate students working on doctoral theses under his guidance. Since his death
in 1995, the series has continued under the auspices of the Columbia School Linguistic Society, with participants
presenting analyses or work in progress. Occasionally, it hosts by invitation presenters doing compatible work out-
side the Columbia School tradition. Work coming out of the seminar has led to numerous conference presentations

and publications.

Co-Chairs: Dr. Radmila Gorup, Professor Wallis Reid
Rapporteur: Ms. Billur Avlar

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 4 Data from Silone’s Pane e Vino on Italian Adverbial Clitics vi and ci
Joseph Davis, City College and The Graduate Center, The City University of New York
Preverbal and Post Verbal Participants in Focus in Spanish
Ricardo Otheguy, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

September 18 Data from Silone’s Pane e Vino on Italian Adverbial Clitics vi and ci
Joseph Davis, City College and The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

October 9 Word Order in Contact and Non-Contact Varieties of Spanish
Eduardo Ho-Fernéndez, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York
A Functional Account of Grammatical Number in English Reflexive Pronouns
Nancy Stern, City College and The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

October 23 Word Order in Contact and Non-Contact Varieties of Spanish
Eduardo Ho-Fernandez, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York
Using the Corpus of Contemporary American English to Test a Columbia School Hypothesis:
Strengths, Limitations, and Other Considerations
Lauren Spradlin, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

November 6 Word Order of Spanish in New York City
Eduardo Ho-Fernéndez, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York
Diver’s Notion of the Grammatical Spectrum
Wallis Reid, Rutgers University
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November 20 If You See Something, Say Something: A Call for Hypotheses
Bill Carrasco, Hunter College, The City University of New York

December 4 Word Order in Contact and Non-Contact Varieties of Spanish
Eduardo Ho-Fernandez, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

December 18 An Overview of Precision in Columbia School Linguistics
Lauren Spradlin, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

January 29 The Status of the Sign in Columbia School Linguistics
Wallis Reid, Rutgers University

February 12 Communication as Human Behavior: Considering the Aims, Mechanics,
and Implications of Columbia School Analysis
Lauren Spradlin, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

February 26 Word Order in Contact and Non-Contact Varieties of Spanish
Eduardo Ho-Fernandez, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

March 11 Behave Yourself and the English System of Degree of Control
Nancy Stern, City College and The Graduate Center, The City University of New York
Word Order in Contact and Non-Contact Varieties of Spanish
Eduardo Ho-Fernéndez, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

April 15 General Discussion Concerning the Relation between Sociolinguistics
and Columbia School Linguistics

May 6 Word Order in Contact and Non-Contact Varieties of Spanish
Eduardo Ho-Fernandez, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

May 20 An Overview of Precision in Columbia School Linguistics
Lauren Spradlin, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

June 3 An Overview of Precision in Columbia School Linguistics
Lauren Spradlin, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York
Word Order in Contact and Non-Contact Varieties of Spanish
Eduardo Ho-Fernandez, The Graduate Center, The City University of New York

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Dr. Radmila Gorup, rjg26@columbia.edu
Professor Wallis Reid, wallis.reid@gse.rutgers.edu
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GLOBAL AND INTERDISCIPLINARY CORE CURRICULA (741)

Founded: 2011

The purpose of this Seminar is to collectively revisit the theoretical basis, educational purpose, and interdisciplinary
and global potential for “core curricula” at the level of higher education to meet the challenges of the 21st century.
The underlying motivation of the original Core at Columbia had been the preservation of civilization in the wake
of WWI—questioning the nature of civilization, identifying those ideas that had most influenced its survival and
progress, and fostering an appreciation for human endeavors, concerns, and achievements in such fields as political
philosophy, literature, and the arts. Today it would seem the challenge is more to understand the nature and future
of interdependence—the interdependence of civilizations, of the sciences and the humanities, of universal values and
individual voices, etc. This Seminar invites the participation of faculty and administrators, as well as concerned edu-
cators from beyond Columbia, to 1) help frame the kinds of questions that most demand humanity’s collective con-
cern in this new age of interdependence; 2) to identify those classics—including seminal advances in contemporary
sciences where advisable—from throughout the world’s traditions that will help bring those concerns into sharpest
focus; and 3) to rethink from a fresh perspective the institutional structures and resources by which this new genera-

tion of interdisciplinary “core” courses may be most effectively implemented.

Chair: Dr. Rachel E. Chung
Guest Co-Chair: Mr. Daniel Press
Rapporteurs: Ms. Deepika Narasimhan (Fall), Ms. Shayna Halliwell (Spring)

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 23 Roundtable Discussion
Defining Objectives and the Path Forward on Service Learning

November 13 Roundtable Discussion
How to Produce Service Learning that is of Value to the Community

December 11 Service Learning at the Netter Center
Ira Harkaby, University of Pennsylvania

January 22 Roundtable Discussion
Proposal for Service Learning Center and Student Perspectives on Service Learning

April 1 Roundtable Discussion
Developing Strategy for Moving Forward on Service Learning Center

May 6 Developing Strategy for Moving Forward on Service Learning Center
Kathy Takayama, Columbia University

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Dr. Rachel E. Chung, ec61@columbia.edu
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CATHOLICISM, CULTURE, AND MODERNITY (745)

Founded: 2011

This interdisciplinary seminar explores aspects of the relationship between Catholicism and the modern world, and
examines alternatives to standard narratives of secularization by drawing on recent work in the humanities, the so-
cial sciences, and the natural sciences. The seminar provides a forum for scholars to present and discuss the Catholic

intellectual tradition in a modern academic setting.

Co-Chairs: Professor Pierre Force, Professor Lorenzo Polvani
Rapporteur: Mr. Michael West

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 23 Fiction Fired by Faith: Flannery O’Connor
Angela Alaimo 0’Donnell, Fordham University

October 21 Imaginative Criticism: Literature and the Arts since Vatican IT
Paul Elie, Georgetown University

November 11 Grace Makes Nature Interesting
Eric Johnston, Seton Hall University

December 9 Excluding Religion Excludes More Than Religion
Richard Stith, Valparaiso University

February 24 On Writing The Catholic Imagination in Modern American Poetry
James Matthew Wilson, Villanova University

March 29 Where do “The Middle Ages” Come From? Or, Papal Antichrists,
Aristotelian Plot, and the Drama of Periodization
William Junker, University of St. Thomas

May 3 Gnosis and the Theocrats from Mars

Francesca Murphy, University of Notre Dame

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Pierre Force, pf3@columbia.edu
Professor Lorenzo Polvani, Inp@columbia.edu

144 Columbia University—The University Seminars



STUDIES IN DANCE (749)

Founded: 2011

Studies in Dance takes a broad, interdisciplinary approach to dance scholarship, while serving as an ongoing forum

for discussion by established and younger scholars. The Seminar embraces all forms of dance scholarship, regardless

of discipline, research area, and methodology, and has the long-term goal of encouraging academic publication and

new research. The members include Barnard College and Columbia University faculty as well as independent schol-

ars and faculty from other New York institutions, although speakers may come from outside the metropolitan area.

September 21

October 12

November 9

December 7

January 25

February 22

March 21

April 18

Chair: Professor Lynn Garafola
Rapporteur: Mr. Seth Williams

MEETINGS 2015-2016

Embodied Musical Time
Mariusz Kozak, Columbia University

Katherine Dunham: Dance and the Creation of Diaspora
Joanna Dee Das, Williams College

Breaking Down the Four Walls: Life in the Work of Cage and Cunningham, 1942-1946
Daniel Callahan, Boston College

Broken Rhythms: Materializing Social Time in the Ancient Greek Chorus
Barbara Kowalzig, New York University

From the Seventeenth-Century Turn to the Baroque Re’-turn:
French Dance in Retrospective Modernity and Recycling Postmodernity
Mark Franko, Temple University

Rhythm Nation: West-African Dance and the Politics of Diaspora
Jasmine Johnson, Brandeis University

Trisha Brown: Choreography as Visual Art
Susan Rosenberg, St. John’s University

Renaissance Art, Renaissance Dance
Olivia Powell, Columbia University

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Lynn Garafola, Ig97@columbia.edu
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RELIGION AND WRITING (751)

Founded: 2011

The seminar was founded to create a research group dedicated to the investigation of literacy and writing in world
religions. Its focus is the comparative study of the roles of literacy vis-a-vis the uses of writing as a form of com-
munication technology in religious traditions. Approaching the relationship between religion and writing through
the lenses of literacy and communication technology, the seminar strives to address all media—from inscriptions on
stone and clay tablets to internet websites—and all literary genres—from myths and commentaries to divine revela-

tions and hymns—as well as the theoretical and practical implications of the absence, or rejection, of writing.

Co-Chairs: Dr. Mahnaz Moazami, Dr. Dagmar Riedel
Rapporteur: Ms. Deborah Shulevitz

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 13 Mecca, Its Descriptions, and the Political Reorganization of the Indian Ocean
in the First Half of the Sixteenth Century
Guy Burak, New York University

November 17 The Birth of the Codex: Revisited
Benjamin Harnett, The New York Times

December 15 Digital Afterworlds: The Heavenly Virgins of Islam in Online Tours of Paradise
Nerina Rustomiji, St. John’s University

January 26 A Torah Scroll, Acephalous—A Copy of the Diwan of Samuel the Nagid, Complete:
Literary Expressions and Religious Writing in the Documentary Records of Andalusi Libraries
Sarah J. Pearce, New York University

February 23 Incantation Texts as Witnesses to the Mandaean Scriptures
Charles G. Haberl, Rutgers University

March 22 Does Early Cuneiform Tell Us Much about Babylonian Religion?
Robert K. Englund, University of California, Los Angeles

April 26 “Appropriate to Sacrifice it on the Altar of Print”: The Evolution of
a Printed Canon in the Jewish Moroccan Diaspora, 1860-1918
Yigal Shalom Nizri, University of Toronto

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Dr. Mahnaz Moazami, mm1754@columbia.edu
Dr. Dagmar Riedel, dar2111@columbia.edu
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WORK/FAMILY IN THE 21st CENTURY (755)

Founded: 2012

The American family is changing, but work/family policies have not kept up with those changes. The focus of this
seminar is to: 1) review recent demographic trends and their implications for American families; 2) consider the
range of work/family policies and their rationales; 3) learn about new approaches to work/family policy, drawing
on examples from innovative cities and states as well as other countries; 4) discuss the politics of work/family poli-
cies and what is needed to influence adoption of new policies, particularly at the federal level; 5) identify knowledge
gaps and agendas for further research. The goal of this seminar is to advance knowledge on this important topic and

to promote further research collaborations among Columbia faculty, and between Columbia faculty and outside

experts.
Co-Chairs: Professor Wendy Chavkin, Associate Provost Carol Hoffman, Professor Jane Waldfogel
Rapporteur: Ms. Alice Lesman
MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 14 Family Leave

Nancy Rankin, Community Service Society of New York
March 9 The Long-Run Health Consequences for Women of Work/Family Policies and Practices

Lisa Berkman, Harvard University
April 6 Different Ways of Not Having It All: Gender, Work, and Care in the New Economy

Kathleen Gerson, New York University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Wendy Chavkin, we9@columbia.edu
Associate Provost Carol Hoffman, choffman@columbia.edu
Professor Jane Waldfogel, jw205@columbia.edu
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GLOBAL MENTAL HEALTH (757)

Founded: 2012

Historically, the global health agenda has prioritized communicable and non-communicable diseases other than
mental health; however, the data now unequivocally and overwhelmingly point to the essential need to make mental
health an integral component of the global health agenda. This will require innovative thinking, multidisciplinary
collaboration, and strategic initiatives. The GMH University Seminar is supported by faculty from across multiple
departments at Columbia; it provides the opportunity for intellectual discourse on the essential issues in global
mental health; and it serves as a seminal component of the multidisciplinary program in global mental health at
Columbia University.

The GMH University Seminar aims to facilitate professional collaborations and contribute to the field by host-
ing programs that address and advance the scientific, policy, and practical aspects of making mental health a core

component of the global health agenda.

Chair: Professor Kathleen Pike
Rapporteurs: Ms. Joelle Boxer, Ms. Srishti Sardana

MEETINGS 2015-2016

November 9 Global Mental Health Priorities and Opportunities
Designation of the WHO Collaborating Centre for Research and Capacity Building
in Global Mental Health

December 14 Developing Apps to Transform Mental Healthcare Globally
Reuben N. Robbins, Columbia University

January 25 What We Can Learn From the Asylum: A Documentary Quest
Lucy Winer, Independent Filmmaker

February 9 24 and Ready to Die: The Ethics of Physician Aid in Dying and Mental Illness
Tia Powell, Albert Einstein College of Medicine

March 7 OSITA: Outreach, Screening, and Intervention for Trauma
for Internally Displaced Women Residing in Bogotd, Colombia
James Shultz, University of Miami and Universidad de Los Andes

May 2 Mental Health and the Economic Crisis in Europe: What Changed? Who Changed?
Kai Ruggeri, University of Cambridge

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Kathleen Pike, kmp2@cumc.columbia.edu
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DEFENSE AND SECURITY (759)

Founded: 2013

The Columbia University Seminar on Defense and Security advances understanding of global military issues
through sustained analysis. The seminar addresses the most urgent problems of our time; assesses strategies to re-

solve, mitigate, and meet these challenges; and initiates specific courses of action. All are welcome to participate.

Co-Chairs: Professor Nancy Walbridge Collins, Professor Austin Long, Ms. Stephanie Simone-Mahaney
Rapporteurs: Ms. Annie Pope (Fall), Ms. Jennifer Robards (Spring)

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 6 U.S. Policy and Strategy for the Global Commons: Sea, Air, Space . . . and Cyber?
Sean Liedman, U.S. Navy

October 13 National Security Decisions for the New Arctic Region
Ronald A. LaBrec, U.S. Coast Guard

October 20 U.S. Air Strikes in 2015, from Afghanistan to Syria
Sean P. Larkin, U.S. Air Force

October 27 The Shifting Nature of Expeditionary Force, from Benghazi to Fallujah
Christopher A. Mc Phillips, U.S. Marine Corps

November 10 Ethics in Contemporary War
Joel Rosenthal, Carnegie Council for Ethics in International Affairs

November 17 Workshop on CSDS New Research
Training to Fight—How the Russian Armed Forces Build Fighting Power
Johan Norberg, Cato Institute
Cohesion or Collapse? Military Outcomes in Civil War
Renanah Miles, Columbia University
American Maritime Strategy in the Indian Ocean in the Post-Cold War, 1990-2012
Vivek Mishra, Columbia University
Mapping Turkish Defense Industry Network
Caglar Kurc, Columbia University
Game of Drones: Assessing the Impact of Drones on Conflict Initiation and Escalation
Erik Lin-Greenberg, Columbia University
How Militias, Warlords, and Kabul Politics Helped the Taliban Capture Kunduz
Deedee Derksen, Columbia University
Ethics of Lethal Autonomous Weapon Systems
Elad Popovich, Israel Institute
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December 16

February 2

February 16

March 1

April 5

April 12

April 19

New Methods in Defense Experimentation

Henrik Werdelin, Prehype Venture Development Firm

Josh Wolfe, Forbes Magazine Columnist

David S. Kidder, Bionic Enterprise Social Innovation Platform

Impact of U.S. Special Forces
Carl Tiska, U.S. Naval War College

American Military Spending in 2016
Jesse Sloman, Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments

Megacity Operations
Patrick Mahaney, U.S. Army Strategic Studies Group

The Use of Special Forces in U.S. National Security
Robert Connell, U.S. Army

National Security Leadership in Comparison—Inside Congress and the Department of Defense
Aaron Dowd, Office of the Secretary of Defense

Inside Google Ideas
Daniel Keyserling, Google

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Nancy Walbridge Collins, nwcollins@columbia.edu
Professor Austin Long, al2866@columbia.edu
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BEYOND FRANCE (763)

Founded: 2014

This University Seminar focuses on the transnational material, intellectual and symbolic exchanges that have char-
acterized the regions that once composed successive French empires since the seventeenth century. The seminar will
not be an exercise in colonial or imperial history, organized around the opposition between “center” and “periphery”,
but rather an exploration of connections and lines of fragmentation within that space. The goal of the seminar will
be to explore not only France’s global expansion and retraction in the modern period, but, no less significantly, the
after-lives of French empire in various post-colonies, networks, and institutions. Our goal is to map a distinct—but
not isolated—world within the “globe,” one conditioned but not defined by France, its empires, its language, and
its ecumene. Inherently interdisciplinary, the seminar will bring together scholars in the humanities and the social
sciences from Europe, North America, Asia, and Africa in order to understand these complex exchanges that reach

“Beyond France”

Co-Chairs: Professor Tabetha Ewing, Professor Gregory Mann
Rapporteur: Mr. Devon Golaszewski

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 9 Black City: Detroit’s French and African Lives in the Era of Pontiac
Christian Crouch, Bard College

November 20 The First Collective Protest of Black African Migrants in Postcolonial France (1960-1975):
A Struggle for Housing and Rights
Jean-Philippe Dedieu, New York University
Respondent: Cliff Rosenberg, City College, The City University of New York

December 7 Egaux, mais pas tout a fait! Citoyenneté, race et exception politique apreés la seconde abolition
de lesclavage aux Antilles frangaises, 1848-1890
Silyane Larcher, New York University

April 15 The Revolt Against the Indies Company: Saint-Domingue, 1722-1724
Malick W. Ghachem, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Respondent: Charly Coleman, Columbia University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Tabetha Ewing, tabetha.ewing@gmail.com
Professor Emmanuelle Saada, es2593@columbia.edu
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LOGIC, PROBABILITY, AND GAMES (765)

Founded: 2014

The seminar is concerned with applying formal methods to fundamental issues, with an emphasis on probabilistic
reasoning, decision theory and games. In this context “logic” is broadly interpreted as covering applications that
involve formal representations. The topics of interest have been researched within a very broad spectrum of different
disciplines, including philosophy (logic and epistemology), statistics, economics, and computer science. The seminar
is intended to bring together scholars from different fields of research so as to illuminate problems of common inter-
est from different perspectives. Throughout each academic year, meetings are regularly presented by the members of

the seminar and distinguished guest speakers.

Co-Chairs: Professor Haim Gaifman, Dr. Yang Liu, Professor Rohit Parikh
Rapporteur: Mr. Robby Finley

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 25 Awareness of Unawareness: A Theory Decision Making in the Face of Ignorance
Edi Karni, Johns Hopkins University

November 20 Creolizing the Web
Bud Mishra, New York University

December 18 Two Approaches to Belief Revision
Brandon Fitelson, Rutgers University

March 11 A New Framework for Aggregating Utility
Kenny Easwaran, Texas A&M University

May 6 Reason-Based Choice and Context-Dependence: An Explanatory Framework
Christian List, London School of Economics

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Haim Gaifman, hg17@columbia.edu
Dr. Yang Liu, yI587 @cam.ac.uk
Professor Rohit Parikh, rparikh@gc.cuny.edu
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HUMAN-ANIMAL STUDIES (769)

Founded: 2014

The University Seminar on Human-Animal Studies is open to faculty and professional membership in the field of

Human-Animal Studies. Vibrant new scholarship is emerging in this area of work. The field’s focus is on how hu-

mans and (other) animals have interacted across cultures and histories: how the protein, work, and products derived

from animals have contributed to human projects; how cross-species relationships have shaped human histories;

and how animals’ imaginative and aesthetic roles in cultures are connected to the living presence of animals. Work

in this field tends to be interdisciplinary, drawing on the social sciences and the humanities as well as on the already

interdisciplinary fields of environmental and posthumanist studies.

October 14

November 10

December 2

February 2

March 1

April 5

April 19

Co-Chairs: Professor Brian Boyd, Professor Susan Crane
Acting Chair (Spring 2016): Dr. Gokce Giinel
Rapporteur: Mr. Matthew Margini

MEETINGS 2015-2016

The Poetics of Extinction
Cary Wolfe, Rice University

Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Ecology and Culture
Interspecies Diplomacy in Anthropocentric Waters: Performing an Ocean Oriented Ontology
Una Chaudhuri, New York University

The World as Zoo
Harriet Ritvo, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Breeds of Empire
Rebecca Woods, Columbia University

In the Company of Horses: An Ethnographic Analysis of Equine-Based Psychotherapy
Jennifer Van Tiem, Nathan Kline Institute for Psychiatric Research

In the Age of Dinosaurs
Yuka Suzuki, Bard College

Philosophical Ethology
Roberto Marchesini, Scuola di Interazione Uomo-Animale

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Brian Boyd, bb2305@columbia.edu
Professor Susan Crane, sc2298@columbia.edu (Fall 2016)
Professor Alexandra Horowitz, ahorowitz@barnard.edu (Spring 2017 onward)
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INDIGENOUS STUDIES (771)

Founded: 2014

Indigenous Peoples’ claims for retributive justice are leading to debates over restitution, and the legal, political
and moral consequences of the acknowledgement of past wrongs. What are the ramifications of the right to self-
determination for Indigenous Peoples in a contemporary world? Collective and individual identities and human
rights may be in tension with each other. How are these to be reconciled? Gender and generational differentiations
may underscore not just individual rifts, but potentially broader conflict within groups themselves. What could be
a human rights response to such conflicts? Economic interests of majorities are put forward to justify displacement,
dispossession and other violations of Indigenous Peoples’ rights. And the hunger for the worlds still unexplored
natural resources that reside on Indigenous Peoples’ lands motivates major decisions of governments and the private
sector, with unclear commitment to benefit sharing and even the human rights of Indigenous Peoples. How are con-
flicting claims and rights between Indigenous Peoples and the dominant society to be resolved? What should be the
role of the state in these conflicts? Is the dichotomy between western knowledge and indigenous knowledge a true di-
chotomy? Can one think “scientifically” and yet be open to an indigenous worldview? Does the adoption of Western
epistemologies, ontologies, and methodologies really entail the wholesale rejection of their indigenous counterparts
and vice-versa? What is the role of expressive culture and aesthetics in these inquiries? How do they reveal and help
us think through indigenous sovereignty or its pursuit, indigenous epistemologies, inter- and intra-community con-
flict over definitions of identity, social roles, relationships to the physical world and political organization and action?

The University Seminar on Indigenous Studies at Columbia provides the opportunity for sharing research
on these many critical issues, which are challenging and unsettling scholars, researchers, and practitioners in and
around this field. Discussions revolve around contentious and emerging issues in the field of indigenous studies and

research and contribute to the advancement of the field.

Co-Chairs: Professor Elizabeth Povinelli, Professor Elsa Stamatopoulou
Rapporteur: Ms. Maria John

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 6 Artistic Justice in Settler Dominated Spaces
Jolene Rickard, Cornell University
Respondent: Elizabeth Hutchinson, Barnard College, Columbia University

October 26 Investments and Indigenous Peoples’ Rights
Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Respondent: Joanne Bauer, Columbia University

December 1 Indigenous Education Policy, Equity, and Intercultural Understanding in Latin America
Regina Cortina, Teachers College, Columbia University
Respondent: Victor Llanque Zonta, Teachers College, Columbia University
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February 1

April 11

April 26

Whose Story is This?: The Complex Matter of Archival Film
Fred Myers, New York University
Respondent: Ana Maria Ochoa, Columbia University

International Commissions to Combat Impunity and Strategic Litigation for Indigenous Peoples:

Two Experiences from the Field in Advancing Human Rights and Combating Impunity
through National Courts

Linda Manaka Infante Suruta, University of Notre Dame

Respondent: Antonio M. Cisneros de Alencar, Columbia University

The Human Rights Responsibilities of Environmental NGOs

On or Near Indigenous Peoples’ Territories

Gina Cosentino, Columbia University and The World Bank

Respondent: Jael Makagon, Natural Justice: Lawyers for Communities and the Environment

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Elizabeth Povinelli, ep2122@columbia.edu
Professor Elsa Stamatopoulou, es3054@columbia.edu
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THE INTEGRATIVE STUDY OF ANIMAL BEHAVIOR (773)

Founded: 2014

Animal behavior is the ultimate complex and integrated trait, shaped not only by gene, protein, neural, endocrine
interactions, but also by interactions among animals of the same and even different species. This Seminar takes an
integrative approach to exploring animal behavior by bring together scientists that work in the lab and field to study
neuroscience, behavioral ecology, behavioral endocrinology, functional genomics, population genetics, comparative

physiology, and more.

Chair: Professor Dustin Rubenstein
Rapporteurs: Ms. Suzanne Toma (Fall), Ms. Eleanor Diamant (Spring)

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 28 The Dynamics of Mouse Social Hierarchies and Networks
James Curley, Columbia University
Dan McCloskey, College of Staten Island, The City University of New York

November 16 Sexual Selection and the Evolution of the MHC
Tony Wilson, Brooklyn College, The City University of New York
Kin Selection and the Evolution of Genome Structure
Dustin Rubenstein, Columbia University

February 29 Vocal Communication in Reptiles and Fishes
Paul Forlano, Brooklyn College, The City University of New York
Nicolas Mathevon, Université de Saint-Etienne and Hunter College,
The City University of New York

April 18 Primate Social Behavior
Larissa Swedell, Queens College, The City University of New York
Marina Cords, Columbia University

Academic year 2016-2017 Chair:
Professor Dustin Rubenstein, dr2497@columbia.edu
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THE FUTURE OF AGING RESEARCH (775)

Founded: 2014

Human aging is the result of biopsychosocial forces. The interactions among these three sources—biology, culture
and the aging individual—provide for variation within and between individuals. The range and limits of the modifi-
ability of aging trajectories in light of this interactive nature of aging is the main focus of this Seminar which will
draw from a wide range of disciplines—from biology, neurology, medicine and public health to psychology, sociol-

ogy, economics, political science, demographics, and engineering.

Co-Chairs: Professor Bruce Kogut, Professor Franck Polleux, Professor Ursula Staudinger
Rapporteur: Ms. Erin Beck

MEETINGS 2015-2016

September 30 Testing the Protective Effects of Lifelong Learning in Animal Models
Holly Moore, New York State Psychiatric Institute

December 9 Mitochondrial Bioenergetics in Pathological and Normal Aging
Eric Schon, Columbia University

February 2 Quantification of Biological Aging in Young Adults
Dan Belsky, Duke University

April 12 Genome-Wide Association Study (GWAS) and Sequencing: Indicators of Alzheimer’s Disease
Richard Mayeux, Columbia University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Frank Lichtenberg, frl1@columbia.edu
Professor Franck Polleux, fp2304@columbia.edu

Professor Ursula Staudinger, ums2103@columbia.edu
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AFFECT STUDIES (777)

Founded: 2015

This seminar seeks to bring together scholars in the fields and subfields that have been touched by a growing inter-
est in emotional or affective experience, whether understood as embodied or incorporeal, emotional or impersonal,
quantifiable or escaping measurement. This inter/multidisciplinary seminar on affect will incorporate a wide range
of approaches and topics across disciplines and periods. We aim to provide a forum for a discussion of affect in the
arts, sciences, history, psychology, philosophy, ecology, queer/feminist studies and social theory, among others, as
well as a means to historicize how affect and emotion have served in religious, social, and political contexts in dif-
ferent periods and locales, from Antiquity to contemporary life. We feel that fostering interdisciplinary exchange on

the question of affect is vital for understanding the many valences of affect studies’ vocabulary and concerns.

Co-Chairs: Professor Patricia Dailey (Paris), Professor Lauren Mancia (New York)
Rapporteurs: Ms. Betina Joly (Paris), Ms. Valeria Tsygankova (New York)

MEETINGS 2015-2016
NEW YORK

October 8 Reading for Mood
Jonathan Flatley, Wayne State University

November 5 Weighing Affect in the History of Medieval Christianity
Robert G. Davis, Fordham University

April 20 Did Aristotle Recognize Aesthetic Emotions?
David Konstan, New York University

May 18 Emotion and Encounter: Early Colonial Accounts
Nicole Eustace, New York University

PARIS

May 4 Echanges, objets, lieux du politique
Monique David-Ménard, Université Paris Diderot
(Paris VII, Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique)

May 11 Philosophie et Psychanalyse de laffect
Patricia Dailey, Columbia University

May 18 Philosophie et Psychanalyse de laffect
Patricia Dailey, Columbia University

May 25 Styles Cliniques de Lacan

Bruno Vincent, Université Paris Diderot (Paris VII, Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique)

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Patricia Dailey, pdailey@columbia.edu
Professor Lauren Mancia, laurenmancia@brooklyn.cuny.edu
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DISABILITY, CULTURE, AND SOCIETY (779)

Founded: 2015

This seminar provides a venue for scholars working in disability studies—which examines the social, political, cul-
tural, and historical factors that define disability—to interrogate the current state of the field and identify the most
crucial problems and concerns for its future. Critical scholarship around disability questions is essential because it
builds a platform to interrogate charged ethical and political questions about the meaning of aesthetics and cultural
representation, identity, and dynamics of social inclusion and/or exclusion. Over the past 15 years, disability studies
has grown into a vibrant interdisciplinary arena, engaging some of the most pressing debates of our time: questions
about the beginning and end of life, prenatal testing, abortion, euthanasia, eugenics; definitions of mental health and
wellness; accommodation in schools, public transportation, and the workplace; technologies for the medical correc-

tion and “cure” of the non-normative body; disease, wartime injuries, post-traumatic stress, and healthcare.

Co-Chairs: Professor Rachel Adams, Professor Julia Miele Rodas
Rapporteur: Ms. Liz Bowen

MEETINGS 2015-2016

October 16 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Narrative, Health, and Social Justice
Paper Subjects: Disability in Comic Books and Graphic Narratives
Chris Foss, University of Mary Washington
Jonathan Gray, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, The City University of New York

December 4 Deafening Modernism: Embodied Language and Visual Poetics in American Literature
Rebecca Sanchez, Fordham University
Respondent: Janet Lyon, Pennsylvania State University

February 19 Enabling Acts: The Hidden Story of How the Americans with Disabilities Act
Gave the Largest U.S. Minority Its Rights
Lennard Davis, University of Illinois at Chicago
Respondent: Elizabeth Emens, Columbia University

March 25 The Disabled Body and the National Body: Disability as ‘Feel Good’ Diversity in Urban India
Michele Friedner, Stony Brook, The State University of New York
Respondent: Mara Mills, New York University

April 22 Joint Meeting with the Seminar on Narrative, Health, and Social Justice
Disgust, Bodily Aesthetics, and the Ethic of Being Human in Bostwana
Julie Livingston, New York University
Discussant: J. Paul Martin, Barnard College, Columbia University

Academic year 2016-2017 Co-Chairs:
Professor Julia Miele Rodas, julia.rodas@hcc.cuny.edu
Professor Irina Carlota (Lotti) Silber, isilber@ccny.cuny.edu
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Affect Studies...................... 158
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American Studies .................... 68
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Arabic Studies...................... 109
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