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Dear Seminars Community,

I wish a very happy, healthy and peaceful New Year to us all. 

As you have probably guessed, we will not be meeting in person this spring. I am 
heartened by all of the efforts that make it possible for your seminars to meet through 
Zoom. Whether we are able to meet in the fall depends, I imagine, on the rollout of 
the vaccine and Columbia University’s guidelines. I am hopeful about it and eager to 
see people in person again. 

This is an important time and newsletter. There is a link to the NYC Vaccine Finder 
site. We are rolling out a pilot program for Seminars Workshops. There is an article 
about The University Seminars in the Columbia Magazine, Meeting of the Minds. 
We have a new administration for our country. 

Clearly there is much to be optimistic about. Our country, and the academic enter-
prise within it, faces the future with clearer eyes. Civic participation is very high. 
There is also much to grieve. The national death toll is nearly 400 thousand! The rate 
of infections, hospitalizations and deaths are higher than ever. Disinformation about 
important realities remains perilously widespread.

It was difficult to realize, last spring, how our lives needed to change. We will have 
been living with a pandemic for well over a year. I hope that some good will come 

Letter from the Director

Cover art: Joe Ciardiello / Colum
bia M

agazine

All University Seminar meetings and 
events will be held virtually through 
the spring 2021 semester.
The University Seminars office is supporting 
seminars that meet virtually. If you do not have 
the premium version of Zoom, contact Pamela 
Guardia for help. Instructions for using Zoom 
are online. 

Zoom, Zoom, Zoom . . . 

GUIDELINES For HOSTS

GUIDELINES For ATTENDEES

out of our experiences. I wish for 
more structures for the common 
good and more community. Cer-
tainly many of us have had time 
to ponder both the joys and foi-
bles of our previous work culture. 

This is a time when we need 
each other, when the dialogue, 
comradery and warmth of our 
seminars is more dear than ever. 
Please know that we are here to 
help in whatever ways we can.  

Warm regards,

Alice Newton, Interim Director 
The University Seminars

https://magazine.columbia.edu/article/meetings-minds
http://universityseminars.columbia.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/ZOOM-version-B_SM.pdf
http://universityseminars.columbia.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/ZOOM-version-A_SM.pdf


Announcements from the Office

CLICK TO PURCHASE

The 75th 
      Anniversary 
Book Launch 
is postponed until it is 
safe to celebrate again 
in person. 

Seminar members can 
purchase the book at a 
discount, use: CUP50.

Read more about the book here: 
Q & A with Thomas Vinciguerra.

The University Seminars Workshops Pilot Program

The University Seminars seeks proposals for our pilot program: The University Seminars Workshops, to begin 
Fall 2021. Workshops will be formed around the in-depth study of an intellectual problem or task for a set pe-
riod of time (one to three years), culminating in one or more scholarly works—e.g. a book, issue of a scholarly 
journal, website or online publication, conference, colloquium, or other scholarly meeting. Please note, The 
University Seminars does not allow honoraria to any speaker or participant.

The submission deadline is April 30, 2021. The Proposal Committee will aim to respond to all submitters by 
June 15, 2021. Submissions are accepted online through SUBMITTABLE.

Read full call for proposals HERE.

SUBMIT A PROPOSAL

Call for Proposals

The Belo Award

The Belo Award aims to increase partici-
pation from emerging and independent 
scholars and non-tenured professors 
from  underrepresented groups in Uni-
versity Seminars events. The Award may 
be used for expenses associated with 
attendance, over and above the cost of 
travel and accommodation usually cov-
ered by the Seminars office.  Such ex-
penses might include  dependent care, 
the cost of food, and other incidentals. 

The seminar chair must submit the re-
quest on behalf of the speaker. Link to 
our submissions page from our website. 

SUBMIT REQUEST

http://cup.columbia.edu/book/a-community-of-scholars/9780231552912
https://news.columbia.edu/news/new-book-columbia-university-seminars
https://columbiauniversitytheuniversityseminars.submittable.com/submit/182780/seminars-workshops-proposal
http://universityseminars.columbia.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/SeminarsWorkshopsCFP.pdf
https://columbiauniversitytheuniversityseminars.submittable.com/submit/182780/seminars-workshops-proposal
https://columbiauniversitytheuniversityseminars.submittable.com/submit/154741/belo-award


Many of our policies and procedures 
have changed for the 2020-2021 aca-
demic year. The Guidelines include the 
new procedure for acknowledgement of 
the privacy policy. All seminars are re-
quired to know and adhere to the new 
policy. Meeting moderators are available 
to help all seminars adhere to the poli-
cy and initiate meetings successfully. All 
new information is fully described in the 
Guidelines. 

Please review the guidelines carefully!

Orientations will be provided for all new 
and returning rapporteurs. Pamela Guar-
dia will reach out to rapporteurs directly 
with the orientation schedule. 

2020-2021 GUIDELINES

New Guidelines

For information on
campus reopening 
procedures, public 

health, students, and 
university updates, see 

Columbia University’s

COVID-19 
Resource Guide 

for the Columbia  
Community

Returning 
to Campus

While “in-person college instructors” are eligible to be vaccinat-
ed, Columbia does not have access to the vaccine allocation at 
this time. But you may be eligible for Phase 1B of New York State’s 
vaccine distribution. Read the VACCINE FAQs. See also: NYC 
COVID-19 VACCINE FINDER.

https://universityseminars.columbia.edu/guidelines-3/
https://universityseminars.columbia.edu/guidelines-3/
https://covid19.columbia.edu/content/i-need-information-about
https://covid19.columbia.edu/content/i-need-information-about
https://covid19.columbia.edu/vaccine-info
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/


Friday   1.1  New Year’s Day

Monday  1.18  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Tuesday  1.19  Spring Term begins

Saturday  2.27  Purim (begins sunset on 2.26)

Monday-Friday 3.15-19 Spring Holidays

Thursday-Thursday 3.28-4.3 Passover (begins sunset on 3.27)

Friday    4.2   Good Friday

Sunday  4.4  Easter Sunday

Friday   5.3  Spring Term ends

Wednesday  5.19  Commencement

Monday  5.31  Memorial Day

CALENDAR

Spring 2021

Memo to Seminar Chairs 

Save the Date     March 23, 2021     4-6 pm
 General Committee Special Session 

The University Seminars is calling a special session of the General Committee to approve 
the updated by-laws. This meeting will occur over Zoom. We incourage all chairs to attend. 

Invitation and registration link to follow. 

The office is tentatively planning the following events for the 2021-2022 academic year:

Book Launch for Community of Scholars, Schoff Memorial Lecture Series, and the Annual Dinner

We are monitoring the CDC and Columbia's re-opening guidelines for in-person events closely.



EPIC YOGA
A yoga program for EPIC members led by Virginia Pa-
paioannou, Professor of Genetics and Development, 
and a registered teacher with the Yoga Alliance Reg-
istry.

Learn more...

511 | Innovation in Education, 585 | Ethics, Moral 
Education, and Society

Two Seminars have joined forces in dedicating this 
ademic year to issues arising from the current “Reck-
oning” about race in America. 

Together, the Seminars on Innovation in Educa-
tion and Ethics, Moral Education, and Society have 
co-sponsored sessions on Microaggressions and Mi-
crointerventions and Environmental Racism, and wel-
comed distinguished scholars, scientists, and activists 
as guest speakers. 

Most recently, they  hosted Prof. Eddie Glaude, Jr. from 
Princeton, for a conversation about his book Begin 
Again: James Baldwin’s America and Its Urgent Les-
sons for Our Own, in collaboration with the Seminar 
on Memory and Slavery (#689). They also  co-spon-
sored a session on Racism and Antiracism from a Com-
parative Perspective with the Seminar on Brazil (#557). 

Future sessions will feature Elaine Gross from ERASE 
RACISM, the foremost regional advocacy organiza-

tion combatting segregated housing and educational 
inequality on Long Island, on Feb. 9th, and  Harvard 
Professor  Cornel West, author of Race Matters (again 
co-sponsored with Memory) on April 8th. 

Reflecting on the impact of this series of sessions, co-
chairs Ronald Gross and Elizabeth Cohn said: “As we 
continue to recognize and reckon with the racism em-
bedded in our society and systems, the deep scholar-
ship and valiant activism of our distinguished guests 
brings us closer to understanding what has been and 
what could be – how we can, in the words of Eddie 
Glaude, Jr., ‘Begin Again.’”

525 | Middle East

Sulome Anderson (daughter of former hostage, Ter-
ry Anderson) has organized a GoGundMe fundraising 
campaign for Gianni Picco, Long time member of The 
University Seminar on the Middle East who is suffering 
from Alzheimer’s disease.

Read more...

535 | Irish Studies

February 10, 2021, 9 am EST

Disability and the Archive: Teresa Deevy in Context

News and Upcoming Events

Elizabeth Cohn Ronald Gross

Seminars Respond to the “Reckoning”
about Race in America

This an online symposium will bring together archivists, 
scholars, theatre historians, disability activists, perfor-
mance artists, and directors to examine the works and 
legacy of the deaf Irish playwright Teresa Deevy. The 
Irish Studies Seminar, thanks to the University Semi-
nars, will be helping to provide an Irish Sign Language 
interpreter for the event, which is co-organized by the 
Heyman Center and Lauren Arrington (Maynooth Uni-
versity, Ireland). Seminar member Emily Bloom will 
be a participant. Both synchronous and asynchronous 
sessions will take place between 10 February and 19 
February 2021. See the event website for more de-
tails and registration information.

https://professorsemeritus.columbia.edu/content/about-epic-yoga
https://www.gofundme.com/f/please-help-the-man-who-saved-my-father?qid=1b0a6f2b848f902ed18426edbcc6259b
https://blogs.cuit.columbia.edu/ecb2180/2020/12/17/disability-and-the-archive-teresa-deevy-in-context/


405/411 | Religion/Contents and Methods of the 
Social Sciences

Tony Carnes,  Co-chair, was given the First Place award 
for 2020 Excellence in Television News Magazine Re-
ligion Reporting of the Religion News Association. 
Recent previous winners include CBS News, CBS 60 
Minutes with Scott Pelley, CBS Sunday Morning with 
Jane Pauley, and PBS’ Religion and Ethics News Week-
ly. Most recently, Carnes interviewed Yale historian Jon 
Butler on his new book God in Gotham, available from 
Harvard University Press. The judges noticed a meth-
od that comes right out of the Columbia Seminars:  
Carnes “allowed his guest to speak without constant 
and meaningless interruptions to get out of the way, 
and let his guests shine. Engaging, informative, made 
me think, and want to discuss faith.”

Carnes’ series on religion in Washington Heights 
neighborhood in NYC 
was also a finalist for 
the Renner Award for 
in-depth reporting on 
religion given by the Re-
ligion News Association.

Richard Cimino and 
Hans Tokke’s presenta-
tion to the Seminar on 
Contents and Methods 
and Religion was pub-
lished as “Super-diver-
sity Inside and Outside 
of Congregations in El-
mhurst, Queens,” in the 

Handbook on Religion and Cities, edited by Katy Day 
and Elise Edwards (Routledge, 2020).

407 | The Renaissance

On December 18, 2020, the Seminar in the Renais-
sance held a celebration, by Zoom, of its 75th anni-
versary.  Co-chairs Cynthia M. Pyle and Alan Stewart 
offered presentations on the founding of the Seminar 
in 1945 by Paul Oskar Kristeller and John Hermann 
Randall, Jr., and its busy early years, which led to the 
establishing of the Renaissance Society of America.  
Contributions and memories were received from long-
time Seminar affiliates including Maryanne Horowitz 
(Occidental), George Saliba (Columbia), Francis Ran-
dall (Sarah Lawrence), and from Bill Sherman, Director 
of the Warburg Institute in London.

417 | Eighteenth-Century European Culture

Lynn Festa’s Fiction Without Humanity has won the 
Kenshur Prize for outstanding monograph in eigh-
teenth-century studies and the James Russell Lowell 
Prize from the Modern Language Association. Ner-
vous Fictions, by Jess Keiser, Assistant Professor of 
English at Tufts, is newly out with UVA press. Jess pre-
sented from this project in the fall of 2017. 

Elizabeth Porter’s essay, Metropolis in Motion: De-
foe and Urban Identity in A Journal of the Plague 
Year, has won the 2019 Maximillian Novak prize for 
best essay on Defoe. 

Manny Shonhorn has “an article on “Pope, Justus 
Lipsius and “Arbuthnot” in the most recent publica-
tion edited by Kevin Cope, Paper, Ink, and Achieve-
ment: Gabriel Hornstein and the Revival of Eigh-
teenth-Century Scholarship. Published by Bucknell 
Univ Press, 2020. 

Dustin Stewart’s Fu-
tures of Enlighten-
ment Poetry has been 
published by Oxford 
University Press. 

SEMINARS COMMUNITY

Publications and Awards

https://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/15943.html
https://voltaire.sitehost.iu.edu/Kenshurprize.html
https://www.mla.org/Resources/Career/MLA-Grants-and-Awards/Winners-of-MLA-Prizes/Annual-Prize-and-Award-Winners/James-Russell-Lowell-Prize-Winners
https://www.mla.org/Resources/Career/MLA-Grants-and-Awards/Winners-of-MLA-Prizes/Annual-Prize-and-Award-Winners/James-Russell-Lowell-Prize-Winners
https://www.upress.virginia.edu/title/5381
https://www.upress.virginia.edu/title/5381
http://digitaldefoe.org/2015/10/28/a-metropolis-in-motion-defoe-and-urban-identity-in-a-journal-of-the-plague-year/
http://digitaldefoe.org/2015/10/28/a-metropolis-in-motion-defoe-and-urban-identity-in-a-journal-of-the-plague-year/
http://digitaldefoe.org/2015/10/28/a-metropolis-in-motion-defoe-and-urban-identity-in-a-journal-of-the-plague-year/
https://www.rutgersuniversitypress.org/bucknell/paper-ink-and-achievement/9781684482511
https://www.rutgersuniversitypress.org/bucknell/paper-ink-and-achievement/9781684482511
https://www.rutgersuniversitypress.org/bucknell/paper-ink-and-achievement/9781684482511
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/futures-of-enlightenment-poetry-9780198857792?cc=us&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/futures-of-enlightenment-poetry-9780198857792?cc=us&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/futures-of-enlightenment-poetry-9780198857792?cc=us&lang=en&


511 | Innovation in Education

Elizabeth Cohn and Ronald Gross, co-chairs of the 
Seminar on Innovation co-hosted a nationwide on-line 
conversation on “How Do We Heal?” on January 18th 
as part of the official Presidential Inauguration Com-
mittee convenings.

615 | Iranian Studies

Mahnaz Moazami is Associate Editor of the most re-
cent publication of the Encyclopædia Iranica, Fascicle 
6 of Volume XVI. The fascicle covers titles starting with 
Khomeini and proceeds to titles beginning with Kho-
rasan XIV. 

A project of the Yarshater Center for Iranian Studies 
at Columbia University, the Fascicle 6 of Volume XVI 
of the Encyclopædia Iranica was published in October 
2020 and is available at Brill Publishers.

737 | Narrative, Health, and Social Justice

The Narrative, Health, and Social Justice Seminar was 
able to reconvene for the first time since the pandem-
ic-related campus restrictions through a virtual Zoom 
meeting. As many of our members have been accli-
mating to online meeting formats, we were excited to 
offer this opportunity, and were pleased to discover 
from this initial session that the format was engag-
ing and accessible for our attendees. The December 
meeting, “Soundscapes of Freedom: Creating Kin-
ship, Resistance, and Collective Care Through Music” 
featured multimedia artist, radio host, and filmmaker, 
Arshia Fatima Haq, and rock musician, professor, and 
physician, Salman Ahmad. Throughout the evening, 
we reflected on the power and emancipatory potential 
of music as a narrative tool for healing communities, 
creating connections, and inspiring social action. By 
the end of the session, we came closer to understand-
ing and appreciating the arts as essential to liberation 
work, and why that work matters in these times. Many 
thanks to those who joined us, and looking forward to 
meeting again in the coming weeks!

775 | The Future of Aging Research

On December 18 to a virtual audience of nearly 300, 
Jennifer J. Manly, PhD, delivered the Robert N. Butler 
Columbia Aging Center Distinguished Lecture “Cen-
tering Social Justice and Public Health in Research 
on Dementia and Cognitive Aging.” Dr. Manly serves 
as co-chair for USEM 775 “The Future of Aging Re 

search” and she is a Professor of Neuropsychology (in 
Neurology, the Gertrude H. Sergievsky Center and the 
Taub Institute for Research on Alzheimer’s Disease and 
the Aging Brain).

Member, Linda P. Fried, MD, MPH, is first author on 
“The physical frailty syndrome as a transition from ho-
meostatic symphony to cacophony” in the January 14, 
2021, inaugural issue of the journal Nature Aging. Dr. 
Fried directs the Robert N. Butler Columbia Aging 
Center and serves as Dean and DeLamar Professor 
of Public Health at the Columbia Mailman School of 
Public Health, as well as Senior Vice President of the 
Columbia University Irving Medical Center.

https://cfis.columbia.edu/news/iranica-volume-xvi-fascicle-6-published-october-2020
https://brill.com/view/serial/EIR?rskey=dAzCY8&result=1
https://www.nature.com/nataging


407 | The Renaissance

The Renaissance Seminar was saddened to learn of the 
passing, on August 21, 20, of its long-time member, 
James V. Mirollo, at the age of 92. Mirollo was the 
Parr Professor of Comparative Literature Emeritus. He 
had taught at Columbia since 1967, specializing in Eu-
ropean Renaissance and Baroque Literature and Art. 
He helped found and taught in the Friends of the Hey-
man Center Alumni/ae Seminars, and was the recipient 
of a Great Teacher Award (1988), the Mark Van Doren 
Award (1995), and an Award for Distinguished Service 
to the Core Curriulum (1993). Read more...

417 | Eighteenth-Century European Culture

The Eighteenth-Century European Culture Seminar is 
sad to announce the December passing of Irwin Prim-
er, professor emeritus (Rutgers University, Newark), 
scholar of Bernard Mandeville, and longstanding mem-
ber of the seminar. 

465 | Law and Politics,  545 | Women and Society, 
561| Human Rights

On September 18, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg (LAW 
'59), the first female tenured professor at Columbia 
Law School and the second woman to serve as a jus-
tice on the U.S. Supreme Court, died at her home in 
Washington, D.C. During Her time at Columbia, Jus-
tice Ginsburg was a participant in the Human Rights, 
Women and Society, and Law and Politics seminars—
facilitating invaluable discussions on the Equal Rights 
Amendment and the implications for women, the le-
gal status of women in the U.S. and abroad, and equal 
rights for men and women as a constitutional principle. 
Columbia Law School remembers her here. 

477 | South Asia

Long-time South Asia Sem-
inar associate, Ted Wright 
passed away at Schenect-
ady Center for Rehab and 
Nursing on January 12, 
2021. Ted was a leading 
scholar on South Asian 
Muslims and did research 
in both India and Pakistan. 
In addition to the scholarly 
endeavors mentioned in his 
obituary, he was a founder 
of the South Asian Muslim 
Students Association (SAMSA). Read more...

531 | Culture, Power, Boundaries

The Culture, Power, Boundaries Seminar is sad to an-
nounce the death on October 21 of Bob Rothstein, 
husband to our friend and colleague, Fran Rothstein. 
Fran has been a long-time member of our seminar and 
a valued voice among us. Our thoughts are with her. 

613 | Full Employment

Helen Lachs Ginsburg, 
long-time Associate 
and Co-chair for 21 
years of the Seminar 
on Full Employment, 
Social Welfare, and 
Equity, died on Thurs-
day, October 8th. Hel-
en had retired as Co-
Chair earlier this year, 
and the seminar had 
planned to pay tribute 
to her contributions as 
a scholar-activist on behalf of economic justice and full 
employment at our meeting on September 14th. How-
ever, Helen was too ill to attend, and this expression 
of appreciation was postponed. At the October 19th 
meeting, Helen was remembered for her contribution 
to the seminar and for building a movement on behalf 
of the fundamental economic right to living-wage work 
for all. Read more...

In Memorium

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/nytimes/obituary.aspx?n=james-mirollo&pid=196688038
https://www.law.columbia.edu/news/archive/memoriam-ruth-bader-ginsburg-59
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/dailygazette/obituary.aspx?n=theodore-paul-wright&pid=197516832&fhid=31108
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/04/business/economy/helen-ginsburg-d.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/04/business/economy/helen-ginsburg-d.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/04/business/economy/helen-ginsburg-d.html


Deadline for the Spring 2021 issue 
is April 1, 2021

Please review our 
submissions guidelines.

MAKE A DONATION

Got news?
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http://universityseminars.columbia.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/NewsletterGuidelines.pdf
http://universityseminars.columbia.edu/support-the-seminars/
https://www.givenow.columbia.edu/?_sa=06889&_sd=696#

