
Chair AY Date Speaker Title Rapporteur

Edith Porada 1966-1967 Wednesday, November 16, 1966 Edith Porada (Columbia), J. R. F. Beckerath (Columbia), 

and Donald P. Hansen (NYU)

Mesopotamia:  A Review of Changes and Additions to be 

Made Concerning the Outline of the Late Neolithic, 

Chalcolithic, and Early Bronze Ages

Ann Farkas

Wednesday, December 14, 1966 George F. Dales, University of Pennsylvania A Review of the Chronology of Afghanistan, Baluchistan, 

and the Indus Valley

Thursday, March 16, 1967 John L. Caskey, University of Cincinnati The Early Bronze at Lerna and Related Problems

Thursday, April 13, 1967 Nimet Özgüç, University of Ankara New Evidence for the Chronology of Hittite Art from 

Acemhöyük and Kültepe

Thursday, May 11, 1967 Ruth Amiran, Israel Museum, Jerusalem Chronological Problems of the Early Bronze Period. Early 

Bronze I–II:  The City of Arad. Early Bronze III:  The Khirbet 

Kerak Wares

1967-1968 Thursday, November 9, 1967 Maurits van Loon, University of Chicago, Selenkahiye 

Excavations

Evidence from Inland Syria on the Chronology of the Middle 

Bronze Age

Margaret Coulter

Thursday, December 14, 1967 William S. Smith (Boston Museum of Fine Arts) and 

Donald P. Hansen (NYU)

Influence of the Middle Kingdom of Egypt in Western Asia, 

Especially in Byblos:  Problems of Chronology and Style in 

Art

Thursday, February 8, 1968 Machteld J. Mellink, Bryn Mawr College Anatolia in the Middle Bronze Age:  Problems of 

Chronology and Styles in Art

Thursday, March 14, 1968 Charles K. Wilkinson, Metropolitan Museum of Art Problems of Authenticity in Works of Ancient Near Eastern 

Art

Thursday, April 25, 1968 T. Cuyler Young, Jr., Royal Ontario Museum New Evidence Concerning the Chronology of the Second 

Millennium in Iran as Seen from Godin Tepe

1968-1969 Wednesday, November 13, 1968 Roman Ghirshman, French Archaeological Mission in 

Iran

Les donnés chronologiques à Suse d'après les couches XIII, 

XIV, et XV

Dominique Collon

Wednesday, January 22, 1969 Virginia Burton (MMA) and Alice Bonin, Janice Lourie, 

Toby Spiselman (IBM)

The Computer and Archaeology

Wednesday, January 22, 1969 Louis Dupree, US Military Academy, West Point, NY The Tapa Falul Hoard

Thursday, February 27, 1969 Karl Jettmar, University of Heidelberg Metallurgy in the Early Steppes

Thursday, March 27, 1969 Mervyn Popham, British School of Archaeology in 

Athens

Late Minoan Chronology

1969-1970 Thursday, November 13, 1969 Oscar White Muscarella, Metropolitan Museum of Art Hasanlu in the 9th Century B.C. and Its Relations with Other 

Cultural Centers of the Near East

Thursday, December 11, 1969 Robert Stuckenrath, Jr. (Smithsonian) and John Winter 

(University Museum, University of Pennsylvania)

The Present State of Carbon-14 Dating and 

Thermoluminescence Dating of Pottery

Thursday, January 29, 1970 J. A. Sakellarakis, Heraklion Museum The Ivories from Archanes, Crete

Wednesday, February 25, 1970 Günter Kopcke, NYU New Oriental Finds from Samos

Wednesday, April 22, 1970 Lord William Taylour, Director of British Excavations, 

Greek archaeological Society, Mycenae

The House with the Idols, Mycenae and its Chronological 

Implications

1970-1971 Thursday, November 12, 1970 John A. Brinkman, Oriental Institute, University of 

Chicago

Foreign Relations of Babylonia from 1600 to 625 B.C.:  The 

Documentary Evidence

Daphne Achilles

Thursday, December 10, 1970 Carl Nylander, Bryn Mawr College Ionians at Pasargadae



Thursday, December 31, 1970 Paul Åström, University of Gothenburg The Beginning of the Late Cypriote Bronze Age

Thursday, March 11, 1971 Sinclair Hood, British School of Archaeology at Athens 

(former)

The Date of the Final Destruction of the Palace at Knossos

Thursday, April 22, 1971 Robert S. Merrillees, Columbia University (visiting) Aegean Bronze Age Relations with Egypt:  Archaeology 

versus Art History versus Philology

1971-1972 Thursday, November 11, 1971 Hayim Tadmor, The Hebrew University A New Edition of the Inscriptions of Tiglath-Pileser III:  

Problems of Method and Approach

Corethia Qualls

Thursday, December 9, 1971 Dexter Perkins, Jr., Columbia University (part time) The Beginnings of Animal Domestication in the Near East

Thursday February 10, 1972 Jacques Bordaz (University of Montreal) and Ralph S. 

Solecki (Columbia University)

Erbaba, a Neolithic Site in Southwestern Turkey:  A 

Preliminary Discussion of Its Significance and Chronological 

Relationships/Recent Developments in the Stone Age 

Chronology of Lebanon and the Levant

Thursday, March 9, 1972 William M. Sumner, Ohio State University Preliminary Excavations at Tall-I Malyan and the 

Chronology of Fars

Thursday, April 13, 1972 C. C. Lamberg-Karlovsky, Harvard University Recent Excavations at Tepe Yahya

1972-1973 Thursday, November 9, 1972 Frederick R. Matson, Pennsylvania State University The Archaeological Present:  Studies of Near Eastern Village 

Potters at Work

Sally Dunham

Thursday, December 14, 1972 Robert W. Ehrich, Brooklyn College, CUNY Excavations at Starčevo 1932, 1969, 1970:  An Interim 

Report, Some Interpretations and Misinterpretations

Thursday, February 8, 1973 John Coleman, Cornell University The Cyclades in the Neolithic Period and the Early Bronze 

Age:  Relative Chronology and Cultural Connections

Thursday, March 8, 1973 Ruth Tringham, Harvard University Central Asia, the Caucasus, and the Near East:  An 

Alternative Model for Cultural Change, Sixth-First Milliem 

B.C.

Corethia Qualls

Thursday, April 12, 1973 Helene J. Kantor, Oriental Institute, University of Chicago The Prehistoric Sequence at Choga Mish

1973-1974 Thursday, November 8, 1973 P. R. S. Moorey, Ashmolean Museum, Oxford University Kish and Mesopotamia from Early Dynastic to Sasanian 

Times

Holly Pittman

Thursday, December 13, 1973 Kurt Bittel, German Archaeological Institute The Great Temple of Hattusha--Bogazköy from the time of 

the Hittite Empire to the Hellenistic Period

Thursday, February 14, 1974 Philip Kohl, Harvard University "Steatite" Carvings in the Early Third Millennium B.C.

Thursday, March 14, 1974 Richard Ellis (Bryn Mawr College) and Edward 

Ochsenschlager (Brooklyn College, CUNY)

Mesopotamian Crafts in Modern and Ancient Times

Thursday, April 11, 1974 Emily Vermeule, Harvard University The Transition from Middle Bronze to Late Bronze:  

Western Cyprus and Other Problems

1974-1975 Wednesday, October 30, 1974 Vassos Karageorgis, Department of Antiquities of Cyprus The Art of Cyprus, 8th to 7th Centuries B.C.

Thursday, February 13, 1975 Ann Britt Tilia, Missone Italiane dell'Istituto italiano per il 

Medio ed Estremo Oriente

The Buildings Below the Terrace of Persepolis

Thursday, March 13, 1975 Evelyn L. Smithson, State University of New York at 

Buffalo

Late Helladic IIIC in Athens:  Some Problems



Thursday, April 10, 1975 Jean Claude Gardin, L'École Pratique des Hautes Études Achaemenid and Later Pottery from Central Asia and 

Analyses of Archaeological Publications

Thursday, May 8, 1975 Donald B. Redford, University of Toronto The Chronology of Egypt during the 23rd to 24th Dynasties 

as Illustrated Particularly by his Work at Osiris Heqa Bjet, 

Karnak

1975-1976 Thursday, November 13, 1975 Samuel M. Paley, College of Jewish Studies of Greater 

Buffalo

The Texts, the Palace, and the Reliefs of Ashurnasirpal II Gary Keith Johnson

Thursday, February 12, 1976 William A. P. Childs, Princeton University The Near Eastern Origins of Lycian Funerary Iconography

Friday, March 12, 1976 Robert H. Dyson, Jr., University of Pennsylvania Report on the Excavations of the Hasanlu Project

Thursday, April 8, 1976 Keith de Vries, University of Pennsylvania Persians as Seen by Greeks

1976-1977 Friday, November 5, 1976 Paolo Mattiae, Università di Roma Tell Mardikh:  Ancient Ebla Barbara Adele 

Porter

Thursday, December 9, 1976 Philip E. L. Smith, University of Montreal An Interim Report on Ganj Dareh Tepe

Thursday, February 10, 1977 Mary Littauer, independent scholar Chariot and Harness in the Ancient Near East:  

Representation and Misrepresentation--Interpretation and 

Misinterpretation

Aslıhan Yener

Thursday, March 10, 1977 Hans J. Nissen, Freie Universität, Berlin From Village to State…

1977-1978 Thursday, September 29, 1977 Geoffrey T. Martin, University College London Topography of el-Amarna Barbara Adele 

Porter

Friday, December 9, 1977 Vronwy Hankey, Royal Society of Antiquaries, London Mycenaean Pottery at Tell el Amarna

Thursday, January 12, 1978 Harvey Weiss, Yale University The End of the Susiana Sequence and the Origins of the 

Uruk Period

Thursday, February 9, 1978 Elizabeth Carter, University of California, Los Angeles The Susa Sequence---3000–2000 B.C.

Thursday, March 9, 1978 Spyros Iakovidis, Institute for Advanced Study The Chronology of LH IIIC

Thursday, April 6, 1978 Karen Polinger Foster (University of New Haven)  and 

Suzanne Heim (NYU)

Minoan and Mycenaean Faience/Ancient Near Eastern 

Faience:  A Study in Interconnections

1978-1979 Wednesday, November 1, 1978 Klaus Baer, Oriental Institute, University of Chicago On the Chronology of the Old Kingdom in Egypt

Wednesday, November 29, 1978 Thorkild Jacobsen, Harvard University Art and Texts

Thursday, March 8, 1979 Eva Strommenger, Museum für Vor- und 

Frühgeschichte, Berlin

Chronology at Uruk

Thursday, April 12, 1979 Peter Warren, University of Bristol Problems of Chronology in Crete and the Aegean in the 

Third and Earlier Second Millennium B.C.

1979-1980 Thursday, September 20, 1979 P. R. S. Moorey, Ashmolean Museum, Oxford University Abu Salabikh, Kish, Mari and Ebla:  Archaeological 

Interconnections in the Middle of the Third Millennium B.C.

Wednesday, December 12, 1979 Amnon Ben Tor, The Hebrew University, Jerusalem Early Relations Between Egypt and Palestine

Thursday, March 13, 1980 Philip Kohl, Wellesley College Recent Bronze Age Discoveries in Soviet Central Asia

Monday, April 21, 1980 Karen Wilson, NYU Problems in the Chronology of the Jamdat Nasr Period



1980-1981 Thursday, December 4, 1980 McGuire Gibson, Oriental Institute, University of Chicago The Redefinition of the Akkad Period

Thursday, February 19, 1981 David Oates, University of London New Excavations at Tell Brak Diana Krumholtz

Thursday, March 5, 1981 Tahsin Özgüç, University of Ankara New Discoveries of Early Bronze III from Northern 

Cappadocia and the southern Pontic Region

Thursday, April 9, 1981 Marc Brandes, Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg The Glyptic of Uruk in the Jamdat Nasr Period

Wednesday, May 6, 1981 Paolo Mattiae, Università di Roma New Excavations at Tell Mardikh

1981-1982 Thursday, October 8, 1981 Dieter Arnold, University of Vienna Pyramid Building and the Chronology of the Fourth Dynasty

Thursday, December 10, 1981 Maria deJ. Ellis, University of Pennsylvania Interaction between the Archaeological and Written 

Evidence for the Study of the Early Second Millennium B.C.

Thursday, February 11, 1982 Gerald Cadogan, University of Cincinnati Problems of Minoan Chronology

Thursday, April 22, 1982 Henri-Paul Francfort, CNRS Excavations at Shortugai in Northeast Afghanistan

1982-1983 Thursday, September 16, 1982 Manfred Bietak, University of Vienna Chronological Implications of the Excavations at Tell el 

Dab'a

Thursday, December 9, 1982 James D. Muhly, University of Pennsylvania Sources of Tin and the Beginnings of Bronze Metallurgy

Thursday, January 13, 1983 Joost Crouwel, University of Amsterdam The Problem of the Chronological Significance of the 

Chariots of Tutankhamen

Friday, February 25, 1983 Stefania Mazzoni, University of Florence Old Syrian Cylinder Seals and Impressions:  The Cylinder 

Seals of the Old Palace Period

Thursday, April 7, 1983 Ingo Pini, Philipps University of Marburg Cretan Seals After the Fall of Knossos

1983-1984 Thursday, November 10, 1983 Janine Bourriau, The Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge The Chronology of the Middle Kingdom Cemetery around 

the North Pyramid at Lisht and the Context of the Foreign 

Pottery Found There

Thursday, February 9, 1984 Robert C. Henrickson, Royal Ontario Museum The Chronology of Godin III, Kermanshah District of 

Northwest Iran

Thursday, March 8, 1984 Edward Brovarski, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston The Chronological Significance of Naga ed-Der in Upper 

Egypt

Thursday, April 5, 1984 Paul Zimanski (Boston Univ) and Elizabeth Stone (SUNY 

Stony Brook)

Aspects of Ain Dara in North Syria

1984-1985 Thursday, October 25, 1984 Erik Hallager, Aarhus University The Seal of Kydonia, Chronological Implications Sidney Babcock

Thursday, November 8, 1984 Gregory L. Possehl, University Museum, University of 

Pennsylvania

Excavations at Rojdi, Gujarat:  An Harappan Town

Thursday, February 14, 1985 K. Aslıhan Yener, Boğaziçi Üniversitesi, Bebek-Istanbul The Production, Exchange, and Utilization of Silver in 

Ancient Anatolia

Thursday, March 14, 1985 M. W. Green, University Museum, University of 

Pennsylvania

Various Paleographic Trends and Stages in the Early 

Evolution of Cuneiform Writing

Thursday, April 25, 1985 Lamia Al-Gailani-Werr, School of Oriental and African 

Studies, London

The Sippar Workshop of Seal Engraving

1985-1986 Thursday, October 10, 1985 Julian Reade, The British Museum Dating the Assyrian Reliefs

Thursday, November 14, 1985 Garman Harbottle, Brookhaven National Laboratory Recent Archaeometric Studies in Archaeology at the 

Brookhaven National Laboratory



Thursday, December 12, 1985 Pierre Briant, Collège de France Matrimonial and Successorial Practices in Achaemenid 

Persia

Thursday, January 30, 1986 Maurits van Loon, University of Amsterdam Hammam et Turkman on the Balikh:  A New Archaeological 

Project

Thursday, March 13, 1986 Philip Betancourt, Temple University The Date of the Thera Eruption

Thursday, May 1, 1986 Dorothea Arnold, Metropolitan Museum of Art Sequence of Egyptian Pottery

1986-1987 Thursday, October 30, 1986 Matthew W. Stolper, Oriental Institute, University of 

Chicago

The Murashu Archives of the Kaşr at Babylon and 

Xenophon

Thursday, December 11, 1986 Evi Touloupa, Ephor of the Acropolis, Athens Remarks on Levkandi

Thursday, February 5, 1987 Michael Roaf, University of California, Berkeley (visiting) Chronological Problems of the Third Millennium

Thursday, March 5, 1987 Ellen N. Davis, Queens College, CUNY The Aegeans in Egyptian Tombs

Thursday, April 9, 1987 Philip Kohl, Wellesley College Of Excavations in the Caucasus

1987-1988 Thursday, November 12, 1987 Piotr Steinkeller, Harvard University The Date of Gudea and Others

1988-1989 Thursday, April 13, 1989 Marc van de Mieroop, Columbia University The City of Ur in the Old Babylonian Period

Thursday, November 9, 1989 C. C. Lamberg Karlovsky (Harvard) and Fredrik T. Hiebert 

(Harvard)

The Relation of the Finds from Shahdad, Iran to Those of 

Sites from Central Asia

1989-1990 Thursday, February 8, 1990 Alexander MacGillivray, Columbia University The Old Palace Period on Crete

Wednesday, March 14, 1990 David W. Anthony, Hartwick College Horses and the Prehistoric Chronology of Eastern Europe 

and Western Central Asia

Thursday, April 5, 1990 F. A. M. Wiggermann, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam The Fate of the Earliest Mesopotamian Ruler Figure

1990-1991 Wednesday, November 14, 1990 Holly Pittman, University of Pennsylvania Administrative Use of Glazed Steatite Seals in Late Fourth 

and Early Third Millennium Mesopotamia and Iran

Kim Benzel

Thursday, January 17, 1991 Georgina Herrmann, Institute of Archaeology, University 

of London

Tenth to Eighth Century B.C. Ivories from Nimrud

Thursday, February 14, 1991 James Weinstein, Cornell University Tell el-Dab'a, The origin of the Hyksos:  2000–1700 B.C. in 

the Southern Levant

Tuesday, March 19, 1991 Hartmut Kühne, Freie Universität Berlin An Ancient Assyrian City:  Excavations at Tell Sheik hamad 

in Eastern Syria

Thursday, April 11, 1991 James A. Armstrong, University of Chicago The Relative chronology of the Kassite and Post-Kassite 

Periods in the Light of Recent Revisions to the Published 

Stratigraphy of Nippur

1991-1992 Thursday, November 14, 1991 Ronald Wallenfels, NYU Seal Impressions on Tablets from Hellenistic Uruk:  

Astrology and Astrologers

Thursday, February 6, 1992 Dietrich Sürenhagen, University of Heidelberg A Review of the Stratigraphy of the Uruk Period at Uruk and 

at Ur, and Divisions of the Jemdet Nasr Cemetery at Ur

Thursday, March 12, 1992 Elizabeth Simpson, Sarah Lawrence College (visiting) Ancient Furniture from Acemhöyük and the Pratt Ivories in 

the Metropolitan Museum of Art

Thursday, April 9, 1992 David O'Connor, University Museum, University of 

Pennsylvania

Recent Excavations at Abydos, Egypt

Wednesday, May 13, 1992 T. Cuyler Young, Jr., Royal Ontario Museum The Neo-Assyrian Army of the Middle Euphrates:  Tell 

Yimneyeh



1992-1993 Tuesday, November 10, 1992 Grigory Bongard-Levin, Russian Academy of Sciences New Discoveries in Central Asia:  Intercultural Relations in 

the 1st Millennium BC and the 1st Millennium AD

Senta German

Thursday, December 10, 1992 Gary Rollefson, San Diego State University Life and Death at Ain Ghazal

Thursday, February 11, 1993 John Shea, SUNY Stonybrook New Perspectives on Neanderthals and Early Humans from 

the Levant

Wednesday, March 31, 1993 John Betts, Bristol University A Conversation on Seals of Cyprio-Aegean Style:  Problems 

of Chronology

1993-1994 Thursday, September 16, 1993 Horst Klengel, Freie Universität Berlin Ancient Syria:  Chronology and Periodization

Thursday, November 4, 1993 Vassos Karageorghis, Department of Antiquities, Cyprus Maritime Trade of Cyprus with the Aegean and the Central 

Mediterranean during the Late Bronze Age

Wednesday, February 16, 1994 Irene J. Winter, Harvard University Aesthetics and Chronology:  Radiance as an Aesthetic Value 

in the Art of Mesopotamia

Thursday, March 10, 1994 Sally Dunham, independent scholar Art and Life in Early Syria as Evidenced at Tell al-Raqa'i

John M. Russell 1994-1995 Thursday, October 6, 1994 Michelle Marcus, University Museum, University of 

Pennsylvania

Geography as Visual Iconography:  Landscape and Power in 

Neo-Assyrian Art

Alison Karmel

Thursday, October 27, 1994 Dominique Collon, The British Museum The Middle Assyrian to Neo-Assyrian Transition in Seals

Wednesday, November 9, 1994 Peter Machinist, Harvard University The Fall of Assyria in Ancient Historiography

Thursday, December 15, 1994 Guy Bunnens, University of Melbourne New Excavations at Til Barsip/Tell Ahmar, Syria:  

1988–1994

Thursday, February 9, 1995 Stefan Kozlowski, Warsaw University The Pre-Pottery Neolithic in Northern Iraq:  Excavations at 

Nemrik

Friday, April 28, 1995 John M. Russell, Columbia University New Light on Ancient Assyria:  A Symposium in Memory of 

Edith Porada

     Friday, April 28, 1995 R.-B. Wartke, Vorderasiatisches Museum, Berlin      Grave 20 in Assur:  A Commentary

     Friday, April 28, 1995 Evelyn Klengel, Vorderasiatisches Museum, Berlin      Another Hoard from the Assur-Temple in Assur

     Friday, April 28, 1995 Hartmut Kühne, Freie Universität Berlin      The Assyrian Center of Dur-Katlimmu

     Friday, April 28, 1995 David Stronach, University of California, Berkeley      The Topography of Nineveh:  Studies Old and New

     Friday, April 28, 1995 John Curtis, The British Museum      Late Assyrian Metalwork, with Special Reference to 

Material from Nimrud

     Friday, April 28, 1995 Muayad Damerji, Department of Antiquities and 

Heritage, Iraq

     The Royal Tombs at Nimrud

1995-1996 Thursday, November 2, 1995 Beate Pongratz-Leisten, University of Tübingen Ritual Complex and Cultic Topography in Babylonia and 

Assyria

Julia Mason

Thursday, November 30, 1995 Megan Cifarelli, Manhattanville College Women and Other Strangers:  The Role of Gesture in 

Assyrian Art

Thursday, January 25, 1996 John Baines, Oxford University A Couple and a Tradition:  The Ptolemaic Biographies of 

Taimhotep and Psherenptah



Thursday, February 29, 1996 John M. Russell, Columbia University The Nineveh Porch: Assyrian Antiquity and Nineteenth-

Century Taste in an English Manor House

Thursday, March 28, 1996 Machteld J. Mellink, Bryn Mawr College Troy II:  Old and New Problems Ellen Belcher

Thursday, April 25, 1996 Elizabeth Stone, State of New York University at 

Stonybrook

Surveying and Excavations at Mashkan-shapir:  Patterns of 

Industrial Activity (In Memory of Edith Porada)

Marc van de 

Mieroop

1996-1997 Tuesday, November 12, 1996 Jeremy Black, University of Oxford "Reading" Sumerian Poetry Seth Richardson

Tuesday, January 28, 1997 Susan Pollock, State University of New York at 

Binghamton

Images of the East

Tuesday, March 4, 1997 Lynn Meskell, Cambridge University Age, Sex and Class: Intersections of Difference at Deir el 

Medina

Wednesday, April 9, 1997 Reinhard Bernbeck, Freie Universität Berlin Museums: Bringing the Past to the Public

1997-1998 Tuesday, November 11, 1997 Frederick N. Bohrer, Hood College Like the World of a Dream: Memory and History in the  

Nineteenth-Century Museums of the Ancient Near East

Tuesday, March 10, 1998 James Armstrong, Semitic Museum, Harvard University Recent Developments at the Harvard Semitic Museum

1998-1999 Tuesday, October 6, 1998 Geoff Emberling, Metropolitan Museum of Art Excavations at Tel Brak, Syria

Thursday, November 5, 1998 Daniel Potts, University of Sydney Tell Abraq, Oman

Thursday, December 10, 1998 Geoffrey Summers, Middle East Technical University, 

Ankara

Kerkenes Dağ, Turkey

Friday, December 18, 1998 Elizabeth Carter, University of California, Los Angeles Kahramanmaraş, Turkey

Tuesday, February 2, 1999 Oscar White Muscarella, Metropolitan Museum of Art The Urartian Site of Ayanis on Lake Van

Thursday, March 11, 1999 David O'Connor, Institute of Fine Arts, NYU Excavations at Abydos

Allan S. Gilbert 1999-2000 Monday, October 18, 1999 Beate Salje, Vorderasiatisches Museum Berlin From Uruk Times to the Late Babylonian Empire:  The 

Ancient Near East at the Vorderasiatisches Museum Berlin

Sally Dunham

Wednesday, November 10, 1999 Elizabeth Stone, SUNY Stony Brook Urban Planning in the Urartian Kingdom:  Survey and 

Excavations in the Lower Town of Ayanis

Wednesday, December 8, 1999 K. Aslıhan Yener, Oriental Institute, University of Chicago Encounters and Local Transformations in 5000 B.C.:  

Excavations at Tell Kurdu in South-Central Turkey

Monday, February 7, 2000 Selma Al-Radi, NYU IFA research fellow Preserving Yemen's Built Environment Sustainable 

Development through Traditional Systems

Wednesday, March 1, 2000 Harvey Weiss, Yale University ‘Unfinished Business':  New Data for Akkadian Imperialism 

and Collapse from Tell Leilan 1999 Excavations

Wednesday, March 22, 2000 Hartmut Kühne, Freie Universität Berlin After the Fall of Nineveh:  Life in the Provincial Center of 

Dur-Katlimmu

Wednesday, April 26, 2000 Rita Wright, New York University Landscape and Settlement in the Indus Valley:  Harappa 

and its Hinterlands

2000-2001 Thursday, October 5, 2000 Glenn M. Schwartz, Johns Hopkins University Tell Umm el-Marra:  Urban Emergence, Collapse, and 

Regeneration in Bronze Age Syria

Rebecca Molholt



Monday, November 6, 2000 Henri-Paul Francfort, Laboratoire d’Archéologie de la 

Maison René Ginovès, Université de Paris X, Nanterre

Excavation of the Frozen Tomb of a Third Century B.C. 

Scythian Prince in the Kazakh Altay

Monday, November 20, 2000 Yosef Garfinkel, The Hebrew University Recent Excavations at Sha'ar Hagolan:  Neolithic Art in 

Context

Thursday, December 7, 2000 Holly Pittman, University of Pennsylvania Glyptic Art of the Uruk Period:  An Overview of New 

Evidence

Monday, February 12, 2001 Leonid T. Yablonsky, Institute of Archaeology, Moscow The Late Bronze Age in the Syr Darya Delta, Kazakhstan/The 

Ancient Indo-Aryans in the Heart of Central Asia ???

Tuesday, February 27, 2001 Zainab Bahrani, SUNY Stony Brook Like a Wolf on the Fold:  Assyria and the Art of War

Thursday, March 22, 2001 Marianne Eaton-Krauss, Altägyptisches Wörterbuch, 

Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie der Wissenschaften

Tutankhamun and the ‘Restoration’

Monday, April 23, 2001 John C. Darnell, Yale University Opening the Narrow Doors to Upper Egypt:  Egyptians and 

Others on the Roads of the Western Desert

2001-2002 Wednesday, October 17, 2001 Joanna S. Smith, Columbia University ‘Reading’ Cypro-Minoan Inscriptions

Wednesday, December 12, 2001 Alice Slotsky, Brown University The Late Babylonian Astronomical Diaries

Thursday, January 24, 2002 Kathryn Slanski, Tel Aviv University Text and Image in the Babylonian Entitlement Monuments 

(kudurru )/Babylonian Entitlement Narûs  (Kudurrus )  ???

Thursday, February 14, 2002 Clemens Reichel, Oriental Institute, University of Chicago Textarchaeology and Sealing Practices at the Palace of the 

Rulers at Tell Asmar:  A Functional Analysis of a 

Mesopotamian Palace

Thursday, March 7, 2002 Maurizio Tosi, Università di Bologna The Bronze Age Civilizations of Middle Asia:  Time for 

Names and More Precise Definitions

Thursday, April 18, 2002 Beate Pongratz-Leisten, Universität Tübingen Constructing Order:  Temple Building in the Rhetoric of 

Mesopotamian Royal Inscriptions

2002-2003 Wednesday, October 9, 2002 Stephen Harvey, Oriental Institute, University of Chicago Royal Cult and Private Ritual:  The Monuments of King 

Ahmose and his Family at Abydos South

Monday, November 11, 2002 Sultan Muhesen, Damascus University and former 

Director General of Antiquities of Syria

An Overview of the Prehistory of Syria

Monday, November 25, 2002 Robert S. Merrillees, Cyprus American Archaeological 

Research Institute

The First Appearances of Kamares Ware in the Levant:  A 

Synchronization Project

Monday, December 16, 2002 Sanjyot Mehendale, University of California, Berkeley Itinerant Kingship, Buddhist Monastic Institutions, and the 

Making of the Kushan Empire:  A Working Hypothesis

Monday, January 27, 2003 Eleanor Robson, All Souls College, Oxford The Social History of Babylonian Mathematics:  An 

Oxymoron?

Tuesday, February 11, 2003 Oscar White Muscarella, Metropolitan Museum of Art The Chronology and Culture of Sé Girdan, Northwestern 

Iran:  Phase IV

Monday, March 31, 2003 Ze'ev Herzog, Tel Aviv University The Late Bronze Age Canaanite City:  Ideology and 

Archaeological Reality



Monday, April 21, 2003 Adam T. Smith, University of Chicago The Southern Caucasian Political Tradition:  Authority and 

Polity in the Second Millennium B.C.

2003-2004 Thursday, September 11, 2003 Harvey Weiss, Yale University Coopting the Countryside:  the Empire's Schoolhouse at 

2300 B.C.

Thursday, October 2, 2003 Mary Voigt, College of Willam & Mary Re-dating Iron Age Gordion

Saturday-Monday, October 18-

20, 2003

Allan S. Gilbert, Fordham University International Conference on the Black Sea Flood:  

Archaeological and Geological Evidence

     Saturday, October 18, 2003 Walter C. Pitman III, Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory, 

Columbia University

     Discovery of the Flood

     Saturday, October 18, 2003 William B. F. Ryan, Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory, 

Columbia University

     New Developments from Continued Explorations

     Saturday, October 18, 2003 Ali E. Aksu, Memorial University, Newfoundland      Seismic, Stratigraphic, and Stable Isotope Evidence from 

the Black, Marmara, and Northeastern Aegean Seas:  

Alternative Interpretations

     Saturday, October 18, 2003 Michael A. Kaminski, University College London      Glacial to Holocene Benthic Foraminifera in the Black, 

Marmara, and Northeastern Aegean Seas

     Saturday, October 18, 2003 Mehmet Özdoğan, Istanbul University      The Black Sea Flood in Archaeological Perspective:  

Prospects and Questions

     Saturday, October 18, 2003 Hristina Angelova, Center for Underwater Archaeology, 

Sozopol, Bulgaria

     Black Sea Coastal changes and Underwater Excavations 

of the Bulgarian Littoral

     Saturday, October 18, 2003 Peter I. Kuniholm, Cornell University      Dendrochronology of Submerged Bulgarian Sites

     Saturday, October 18, 2003 Owen P. Doonan, California State University, Northridge      New Evidence for the Emergence of a Maratime Black 

Sea Economy

     Saturday, October 18, 2003 Douglass W. Bailey, Cardiff University, Wales      Holocene Changes in the Level of the Black Sea:  

Consequences at a Human Scale

     Sunday, October 19, 2003 Andrei L. Tchepalyga (Russian Academy of Sciences) and 

Valentina Yanko-Hombach (Odessa National University)

     The Late Quaternary History of the Black Sea and its 

Adjacent Basins:  A Critical Overview of the Flood 

Hypothesis

     Sunday, October 19, 2003 Yücel Yılmaz, Kadir Has University, Istanbul      Morphotectonic Evolution of the Southern Black Sea 

Regions

     Sunday, October 19, 2003 James W. Murray, University of Washington      The Black Sea:  Oxic, Suboxic, and Anoxic Layers

     Sunday, October 19, 2003 Fredrik T. Hiebert, University of Pennsylvania      From Mountain-top to Ocean Bottom:  Comprehensive 

Archaeological Research along the Black Sea Coast

     Sunday, October 19, 2003 Robert D. Ballard and Dwight F. Coleman, University of 

Rhode Island

     Recent Deepsea Survey Results in the Black Sea

     Sunday, October 19, 2003 David W. Anthony, Hartwick College      Steppe Populations North and East of the Black Sea 

between 6200–5500 calBC:  The Flood and the Transition to 

Food Production

     Sunday, October 19, 2003 Valentin Dergachev, Academy of Sciences, Moldova      The Early Neolithic Cultures of Eastern Europe

     Sunday, October 19, 2003 Carlos E. Cordova, Oklahoma State University      The Mediterraneanization of the Southern Crimean Flora 

during the Holocene

     Sunday, October 19, 2003 Johanna Nichols, University of California, Berkeley      Origins of Eurasian Language Families in Relation to the 

Black Sea Flooding



     Monday, October 20, 2003 Valentina Yanko-Hombach, Odessa National University      Conference Summary and Overview

Monday, November 24, 2003 Anthony Sagona, University of Melbourne North of Mesopotamia: The Prehistory of the Erzurum 

Region and Beyond

Tuesday, January 27, 2004 Maya Vassileva, Metropolitan Museum of Art Phrygian Literacy: Language and Society

Monday, February 16, 2004 David Reese, Peabody Museum, Yale University Ancient Near Eastern Trade Goods of Animal Origin, from 

Neolithic to Classical Times 

Wednesday, March 24, 2004 Holly Pittman, University of Pennsylvania Excavations in the Halil River Valley near Jiroft, South 

Central Iran

Monday, April 19, 2004 Samuel Paley, State University of New York at Buffalo Virtual Modeling of Assyrian Nimrud

2004-2005 Monday, September 20, 2004 Itamar Singer, Tel Aviv University Questioning Divine Justice in Hittite Prayers Lee Z. Ullmann

Wednesday, October 13, 2004 Ann Macy Roth, New York University The Tombs of the Palace Guard at Giza

Monday, November 8, 2004 John Russell (Mass College of Art) & Catherine Sease 

(Peabody Museum, Yale University)

Panel Discussion on the Challenges Facing Iraqi Archaeology

Monday, December 6, 2004 Karen S. Rubinson, independent scholar The Mid-Second Millennium BCE in the Southern Caucasus 

and Adjacent Areas:  Problems of Pottery and Chronology

Wednesday, January 26, 2005 Andrzej Rozwadowski, Adam Mickiewicz University, 

Poznań

Forgotten Images and Living Symbols:  Decoding the 

Message in the Rock Art of Central Asia

Tuesday, February 22, 2005 Fredrik T. Hiebert, National Geographic Society Rediscovering the Lost Collections of the Kabul Museum

Tuesday, March 22, 2005 K. Aslıhan Yener, Oriental Institute, University of Chicago Rediscovering Alalakh:  Excavations at Tell Atchana 

2000–2004

Wednesday, April 20, 2005 Catharine Roehrig, Metropolitan Museum of Art The Tomb of Maiherperi in the Valley of the Kings

2005-2006 Thursday, October 6, 2005 Glenn Schwartz (Johns Hopkins University) & Sally 

Dunham (Yale University)

Status, Gender, and Memory in the Third-Millennium 

‘Royal’ Cemetery at Tell Umm el-Marra, Syria

Wednesday, December 14, 2005 Jack M. Sasson, Vanderbilt University Zimri-Lim Invests in Distant Land

Tuesday, January 24, 2006 Mikheil Abramishvili, Georgian Academy of Sciences, 

Tbilisi

Prehistoric Tbilisi:  Crossroads of Ancient Eurasian Cultures

Wednesday, February 15, 2006 C. Brian Rose, University of Pennsylvania Monumental Tombs in the Troad:  Recent Discoveries

Thursday, April 6, 2006 Jason Ur, Harvard University Satellite Imagery and the Structure of Ancient Landscapes:  

Case Studies from the Near East

Monday, April 24, 2006 Ellen Morris, Columbia University Mitanni Tamed?  The Entrance and Acculturation of 

Particularly Prized Prisoners of War during the Mid-

Eighteenth Dynasty

2006-2007 Wednesday, October 25, 2006 Brian Boyd, University of Wales (Lampeter) and 

Columbia University

Human Bodies/Animal Bodies in the Later Prehistoric 

Levant

Serdar Yalçın

Wednesday, November 1, 2006 Geoffrey Summers, Middle East Technical University, 

Ankara

Excavations at Iron Age Kerkenes Dagh on the Anatolian 

Plain

Monday, November 20, 2006 Stephan Kroll, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität, München Early Urartu and Hasanlu



Tuesday, December 5, 2006 Jak Yakar, Tel Aviv University Ethnoarchaeology of Nomadism, Semi-nomadism, and 

Transhumance in Turkey

Thursday, January 18, 2007 Barbara Helwing, Deutsches Archäologisches Institut, 

Eurasien-Abteilung, Berlin

Copper- and Silversmiths on the Iranian Plateau:  New 

Evidence about Early Metallurgy in Iran from the Joint 

Iranian-German Excavations at Arisman, Central Western 

Iran

Wednesday, February 21, 2007 Josef Wegner, University of Pennsylvania Excavations at the Tomb and Mortuary Complex of 

Senwosret III at Abydos

Tuesday, March 6, 2007 Alexander Pruss, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität, 

München

How a Palace Became a Workshop:  Recent Excavations at 

Tell Beydar, Syria

Wednesday, March 21, 2007 Andreas Schachner, Deutsches Archäologisches Institut, 

Istanbul-Abteilung

Between Balawat and the Tigris Tunnel:  Reflections on the 

Art of the Period of Shalmaneser III

Wednesday, April 11, 2007 Benjamin Arbuckle, Baylor University Hunting and Herding in the Central Anatolian Neolithic:  An 

Uncertain Beginning to Sheep and Goat Pastoralism on the 

Anatolian Plateau

2007-2008 Monday, October 15, 2007 Joan Oates, Cambridge University Tell Brak:  Life and Death at 4000 B.C.

Wednesday, December 12, 2007 Harvey Weiss, Yale University The Tell Leilan 2006 Akkadian Palace:  Imperialization and 

Collapse in Northern Mesopotamia

Monday, January 28, 2008 K. Aslıhan Yener, Oriental Institute, University of Chicago East Meets West:  Bull Leaping, Fortresses, and Chronology 

at Alalakh

Tuesday, February 19, 2008 Beate Pongratz-Leisten, Institute for Advanced Studies 

and Princeton University

The Shaping of the Divine and Divine Agency in 

Mesopotamia

Monday, March 3, 2008 Alexander V. Simonenko, Institute of Archaeology 

Ukrainian Academy of Sciences, Kiev

Graves of the Sarmatian Nobility in Ukraine

Tuesday, March 25, 2008 Jodi Magness, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 

and Instutite for Advanced Studies, Princeton

Archaeological Expressions of Jewish Ritual Purity

Monday, April 28, 2008 Irit Ziffer, Museon Ha-aretz, Tel Aviv In the Field of the Philistines:  ‘Diminished Sanctuaries’ 

from a Temple Repository at Yavneh, Israel

2008-2009 Wednesday, November 5, 2008 Maria Giovanna Biga, Università di Roma "La Sapienza" At the Royal Court of Ebla (Syria) in the 24th Century B.C.

Monday, November 17, 2008 Amihai Mazar, The Hebrew University Iron Age Urbanism, Economy, Art, and Religion:  A View 

from Tel Rehov in Northern Israel

Monday, November 24, 2008 Graham Philip, Durham University, UK Contrasting Archaeology or Contrasting Communities:  

Survey in the Orontes Valley near Homs, Syria

Monday, December 8, 2008 Peter F. Biehl, SUNY Buffalo Rethinking the Transition between the Neolithic and 

Chalcolithic in Çatalhöyük, Turkey

Wednesday, January 21, 2009 Jill Weber, University of Pennsylvania Reining the Beast:  The Life and Death of the Kunga in the 

3rd Millennium BC, as Evidenced at Umm el-Marra, Syria

Monday, February 9, 2009 Sharon Steadman, SUNY Cortland Agency and Architecture on the Anatolian Plateau

Monday, February 23, 2009 Yuval Yekutieli, Ben Gurion University of the Negev, 

Israel

Operation of Power and Control at an Early Bronze Age 

Ascent near the Dead Sea



Wednesday, March 11, 2009 Daniel Potts, University of Sydney and Inst for Advanced 

Studies, Princeton

An Achaemenid Site on the Royal Road:  Recent Excavations 

at Qaleh Kali (Jinjun/Tepe Survan) by the Joint Iranian-

Australian Expedition to Mamasani (Fars Province, Iran)

Tuesday, April 7, 2009 David Anthony, Hartwick College The Opening of Maritime Trade in the Black Sea, 

3300–2800 BC

Monday, May 4, 2009 Joachim Marzahn, Vorderasiatisches Museum, Staatliche 

Museen zu Berlin 

Babylon - Myth and Reality

2009-2010 Wednesday, September 23, 2009 Sam Mirelman, School of Oriental and African Studies, 

London

Music Theory in Ancient Mesopotamia Türkan Pilavcı

Tuesday, October 13, 2009 Ezra Marcus, Haifa University Maritime Trade, Coastal Settlement, and Urbanization in 

the Southern Levantine Middle Bronze Age IIA:  The 

Evidence from Tel Ifshar, Israel 

Monday, October 26, 2009 Naomi Miller, University of Pennsylvania Past, Present, and Future of the Landscape in the Realm of 

King Midas:  Gordion, Turkey

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 Rafi Greenberg, Tel Aviv University New Studies on the Kura-Araxes Connection at Beth Yerah 

(Khirbet Kerak)

Tuesday, December 8, 2009 John Baines, Oxford University What and Who Were Artists in Ancient Egypt

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 Elizabeth Stone, SUNY Stony Brook The View from Above:  Site Damage in Southern Iraq and 

Prospects for Understanding Mesopotamian Settlement 

Patterning

Wednesday, February 17, 2010 Ömür Harmanşah, Brown University Architecture, Place, Performance:  Rock Reliefs and Spring 

Monuments in Anatolia

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 Lauren Ristvet, University of Pennsylvania Imperial Interactions:  Recent Excavations at Oglanqala, 

Azerbaijan

Thursday, May 6, 2010 Katrien De Graef, University of Gent A Tale of One City. Susa at the Dawn of the 2nd Millennium 

BCE:  From Mesopotamian Colony to Independent State

2010-2011 Wednesday, October 6, 2010 Dan Bahat, St. Michael’s College, University of Toronto The Creation of the Herodian Temple Mount in Jerusalem

Thursday, December 2, 2010 Bezalel Porten, The Hebrew University (ret.) The Joys of Studying Idumean Ostraca

Monday, December 13, 2010 Mathieu Ossendrijver, Universität Tübingen Babylonian Astronomy:  Exploring Its Purposes and 

Applications

Wednesday, January 26, 2011 Bryan K. Hanks, University of Pittsburgh Chariot Warfare, Early Metallurgy, and Social Organization 

during the Middle Bronze Age (2100–1700 BCE) of the 

Southern Urals, Russia

Tuesday, February 1, 2011 Tim Harrison, University of Toronto The Late Bronze/Early Iron Age Transition in the North 

Orontes Valley:  Cultural Collapse or Continuity?

Monday, February 14, 2011 K. Aslıhan Yener, Koç University, Istanbul, and the 

University of Chicago

Alalakh:  The New Chronology 2011

Monday, March 21, 2011 Karen Sonik, University of Pennsylvania Frontal Vision:  Arresting the Eye and the Enemy in 

Mesopotamian Art

Monday, April 4, 2011 Mara Horowitz, Koç University, Istanbul, and the Alalakh 

Expedition

Columbia University in Cyprus:  The Bronze and Iron Age 

Site of Phlamoudhi-Vounari , with Special Memorial to 

Samuel Paley and Selma Al-Radi



2011-2012 Thursday, November 10, 2011 Alan Millard, University of Liverpool The Origin of the Alphabet and Its Transmission to the 

Israelites

Thursday, December 1, 2011 Muzahim Mahmoud Hussein, formerly State Board of 

Antiquities and Heritage of Iraq

The Queens’ Tombs at Nimrud

Wednesday, January 18, 2012 Pam Gaber, Lycoming College Recent Excavations at Idalion, Cyprus:  New Light on 

Levantine Cult in the First Millennium BCE

Monday, February 6, 2012 Lee Ullmann, Columbia University Roads, Boundaries, and the Hittite Landscape

Wednesday, March 21, 2012 Fiona Kidd, University of Sydney Looking for Indigenous Art in Central Asia:  The Procession 

Scene at Akchakhan-kala in Ancient Khorezm

Monday, April 2, 2012 Tallay Ornan, The Hebrew University A Silenced Message:  Royal Deification in Ancient Near 

Eastern Art

Monday, April 30, 2012 Lorenzo Verderame, Università di Roma "La Sapienza" The Substitute King Ritual

Monday, October 15, 2012 Dominique Collon, British Museum (ret.) Interconnections—Seals as Evidence of Trade—In Memory 

of Edith Porada

2012-2013 Monday, November 12, 2012 Jana Mynářová, Charles University, Prague How to Present Eloquent Words to the King:  Diplomacy 

and Politics in the Amarna Correspondence

Hilah Lowenstein

Thursday, November 29, 2012 Sören Stark, Institute for the Study of the Ancient World, 

NYU

Some New Observations on ‘Sasanian’ (Bosi) Embassies to 

the Court of the Tang (639–771 CE)

Monday, December 6, 2012 Lori Khatchadourian, Cornell University Satrapal Objects, Satrapal Subjects:  Recent Excavations at 

Iron Age Tsaghkahovit, Armenia

Monday, January 28, 2013 Lorenzo d'Alfonso, Institute for the Study of the Ancient 

World, NYU

The New Excavations at Kınık Hoyuk, Southern Cappadocia, 

Turkey (2011–2012)

Thursday, February 21, 2013 K. Aslıhan Yener, Koç Üniversitesi, Istanbul, and the 

University of Chicago

Cult and Ritual at Alalakh

Monday, April 1, 2013 Mehmet-Ali Ataç, Bryn Mawr College Art and 'Apocalyptic' in the Ancient Near East

Tuesday, April 16, 2013 Rita Lucarelli, Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität 

Bonn

Restless Dead and Ghosts in Ancient Egypt

Tuesday, April 23, 2013 Paul Zimansky, SUNY Stony Brook Urban Urartians

Monday, May 6, 2013 Seth F. C. Richardson, Oriental Institute, University of 

Chicago

Sennacherib at Jerusalem, the First “World Event”

2013-2014 Wednesday, October 30, 2013 Gabriel Barkay, Bar Ilan University, Israel New Discoveries in Jerusalem Archaeology Andrea Hinojosa

Monday, November 18, 2013 Judith Lerner, Institute for the Study of the Ancient 

World, NYU

Persepolis and Other Pre-Islamic Images on Carpets from 

Qajar Iran

Monday, December 9, 2013 Gojko Barjamovic, Harvard University Long-distance Trade and Social Change:  The Case of 

Western Asia, c. 2000–1700 BC

Wednesday, January 22, 2014 Ian Rutherford, University of Reading Mapping Late Bronze Age Religion between Anatolia and 

the Aegean:  Diffusion, Analogy, and Regional Patterns

Monday, February 10, 2014 William Dever, Lycoming College On Writing a History of Ancient Israel–without the Bible?

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 Matteo Compareti, Institute for the Study of the Ancient 

World, NYU (fellow)

Specimens of Late Sasanian Art within the Context of the 

Fifth-Sixth Century “Hellenistic Revival”



Monday, March 24, 2014 Dominique Collon, British Museum (ret.) Miscellaneous Memories of Edith Porada from Hagengut, 

Cyprus, and Columbia

Monday, March 31, 2014 Mario Fales, Università degli Studi di Udine, Italy The Oath of the Assyrians to King Esarhaddon (672 BC):  

New Historical Findings

Monday, April 7, 2014 Anna Lanaro, Institute for the Study of the Ancient 

World, NYU

The Stele of Tavşantepe:  A Goddess among Storm-gods

Tuesday, April 29, 2014 Emily Hammer, Institute for the Study of the Ancient 

World, NYU

Settlements, Fortifications, and Routes at the Northeastern 

Edge of Urartu

2014-2015 Monday, September 15, 2014 Peter T. Daniels, Independent Scholar Aramaic Documents from Achaemenid Bactria:  

Connections to the West--and the East--and the Future

Thursday, October 2, 2014 David Eitam, The Hebrew University Bread Production in Southwest Asia 2000 Years prior to 

Agriculture

Tuesday, October 14, 2014 Marta Luciani, University of Vienna Child Sacrifice and the Tale of a Second Millennium BCE 

City in Ancient Mesopotamia

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 John Nicholas Reid, Oxford University The Status of the Children of Slaves in Early Mesopotamia

Wednesday, February 4, 2015 Ian Cohn (photographer) and Rupert Barclay (filmmaker) Screening of a New Documentary Film, “The Faces of 

Phlamoudhi”

Wednesday, February 11, 2015 Megan Cifarelli, Manhattanville College Gender and Adornment in the Hasanlu IVb Cemetery

Wednesday, March 11, 2015 Michael Danti, American Schools of Oriental Research 

Cultural Heritage Initiatives and University of 

Pennsylvania Museum

The Erasure of Millennia:  The Cultural Heritage Crises in 

Syria and Northern Iraq

Thursday, April 2, 2015 Claudia Glatz, University of Glasgow Climbing Mountains and Moving Molehills:  Highland 

Communities and Lowland Encounters in the Ancient Near 

East

Thursday, April 23, 2015 Agnete W. Lassen, Yale University Seals and Social Interaction at Kültepe in the Early 2nd 

Millennium BCE

Thursday, May 7, 2015 Selim Ferruh Adalı, Bilkent Üniversitesi The Search for Insights:  Comparing Mesopotamian Religion 

and Hinduism

2015-2016 Monday, October 5, 2015 Alexander A. Bauer, Queens College, CUNY The First Season of Excavations at the Kale of Sinop, Turkey:  

Contact, Colony, and Community in the Black Sea Region

Rachel Z. del 

Giudice

Monday, November 23, 2015 Lucille A. Roussin, Cardozo Law School The Route from Cultural Property to Blood Antiquities

Monday, December 14, 2015 Aaron Tugendhaft, University of Chicago Images of Ignorance:  Mesopotamian Artifacts from Layard 

and Botta to Bokova and al-Baghdadi

Monday, January 25, 2016 Arnulf Hausleiter, Deutsches Archaeologisches Institut 

(DAI)

The Urban Area of Arbil during the Neo-Assyrian Period

Wednesday, February 17, 2016 Adam Maskevich, Tetra Tech Cultural Resource 

Management

A People's History of the Late Bronze Age

Monday, February 29, 2016 Yuval Yekutieli, Ben Gurion University of the Negev, 

Israel

Tel Erani:  The Earliest Southern Levantine town



Wednesday, March 9, 2016 Serdar Yalçın, The New School University Identity Construction through Text and Image:  

Professionals and their Seals in the Ancient Near East, ca. 

1550-1050 BC

Thursday, March 24, 2016 Annie Caubet, Musée du Louvre, Paris From Village to City in Central Asia:  Excavations at Ulug 

depe, Turkmenistan (ca. 5000 to 800 BC)

Tuesday, May 3, 2016 Marta Luciani, University of Vienna South of the Southern Levant

Allan S. Gilbert 

and K. Aslıhan 

Yener

2016-2017 Saturday, November 12, 2016 Allan S. Gilbert and K. Aslıhan Yener Conference Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the 

Columbia University Seminar on the Ancient Near East

     Saturday, November 12, 2016 Irene J. Winter, Harvard University      History of the Columbia University Seminar on the 

Ancient Near East 

     Saturday, November 12, 2016 Holly Pittman, University of Pennsylvania and Penn 

Museum

     Stories from the Past:  Opportunities and Challenges of 

the Permanent Installation of the Near East Collections at 

the Penn Museum

     Saturday, November 12, 2016 Marian Feldman, Johns Hopkins University      What is the Matter with Ancient Near Eastern Art? New 

Materiality Studies and Art History of the Ancient Near East

     Saturday, November 12, 2016 Agnete W. Lassen, Yale University      Seeing and Showing Seals - Ancient and Modern Display

     Saturday, November 12, 2016 Thomas E. Levy, University of California at San Diego      At-Risk World Heritage and the Cyber-Archaeology 

Revolution 

     Saturday, November 12, 2016 Jason Ur, Harvard University      The Present and Future of Landscape Research in the 

Ancient Near East

     Saturday, November 12, 2016 Sturt Manning, Cornell University      From Agents (Kings, etc., to Archaeologists and their 

Records) and Objects and their Contexts (stratigraphie 

comparée) to Calendar Time:  Problems, Prospects, and the 

Role of Archaeological Science

     Saturday, November 12, 2016 Marcella Frangipane, Università di Roma "La Sapienza"      Emergence and Change in Early Urban Societies

     Saturday, November 12, 2016 Eva von Dassow, University of Minnesota      The Modern West and the Ancient Near East:  Oriental 

Despotism as the Enlightenment's Evil Twin

     Saturday, November 12, 2016 Gojko Barjamovic, Harvard University      Business from the Beginning:  Developments in 

Economic History and the Study of Trade in the Ancient 

Near East

     Saturday, November 12, 2016 Katharyn Hanson, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, 

D.C.

     Cultural Heritage and Destruction of Sites in Syria and 

Iraq

Monday, March 27, 2017 Fikri Kulakoğlu, University of Ankara The Early Bronze Age Levels at Kültepe/Kanesh and their 

Implications for Understanding pre-karum  Cultural 

Development in Central Anatolia

Wednesday, April 19, 2017 Joseph Maran, University of Heidelberg Tiryns (Greece) and the Impact of its Near Eastern Relations 

during the 3rd and 2nd Millennia BCE

2017-2018 Thursday, September 14, 2017 Mogens Trolle Larsen, University of Copenhagen Ancient Kanesh:  New Developments in the Study of 

Chronology, Demography, and Social Change

Erhan Tamur

Thursday, October 26, 2017 Elizabeth C. Stone, SUNY Stony Brook New Excavations at Ur



Wednesday, November 8, 2017 Jana Mynářová, Charles University, Prague Prestige or Propaganda? Egyptian and Egyptianizing Objects 

in the Late Bronze Age Near East and their Implications for 

Understanding New Kingdom Foreign Policy

Monday, November 27, 2017 Alessandra Gilibert, Università Ca'Foscari, Venezia The Armenian Dragon-stones and the Origins of 

Monumental Art in the Prehistoric South Caucasus

Thursday, March 22, 2018 Nadine Moeller, Oriental Institute, University of Chicago The Context of the Khayan Sealings from Tell Edfu:  

Chronological and Historical Implications for the Second 

Intermediate Period (ca. 1650-1550 BCE)

Monday, April 9, 2018 Mark Weeden, School of Oriental and African Studies, 

University of London

Women's Agency on Hieroglyphic Seals in Late Bronze Age 

Anatolia

2018-2019 Wednesday, September 12, 2018 Adelheid Otto, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität, 

München

Official Seal Motifs of the Early Second Millennium in 

Babylonia and North Mesopotamia

Monday, October 8, 2018 Zainab Bahrani, Columbia University New Rock Reliefs in Iraqi Kurdistan

Wednesday, October 24, 2018 Holly Pittman, University of Pennsylvania and Penn 

Museum

Evaluating the Place of Arslantepe in the Late Chalcolithic 

and Uruk Period World:  A View from the Glyptic Art

Tuesday, November 20, 2018 Diana Stein, Birkbeck, University of London Demystifying Mittanian Glyptic:  An Insider’s View from 

Without

Tuesday, March 26, 2019 Michael Seymour and Blair Fowlkes-Childs, Metropolitan 

Museum of Art

Curating the World Between Empires:  Art and Identity in 

the Ancient Middle East at the Metropolitan Museum of Art

2019-2020 Monday, October 21, 2019 Amy Gansell, St. John’s University Beauty and Power in a World of Presence:  The Queens of 

Nimrud’s Northwest Palace

Wednesday, November 6, 2019 K. Aslıhan Yener, ISAW (University of Chicago and Koç 

Üniversitesi, ret.)

Appreciating Indigenous Wall Painting Styles:  Revisiting the 

Level VII Frescoes from Alalakh

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 Valérie Matoïan, CNRS and Collège de France, Paris Religion at Ugarit

Thursday, December 5, 2019 Anagnostis Agelarakis, Adelphi University The Shanidar ProtoNeolithic Homo sapiens  Population:  In 

Memory of Ralph S. Solecki

2020-2021 Wednesday, November 18, 2020 Alexander Nagel, Fashion Institute of Technology (SUNY) 

ZOOM

Archiving, Building and Contextualizing Persepolis and Susa:  

Ongoing Collaborative Research on the Polychromies of 

Achaemenid Persian Monumental Art and Architecture in 

Berlin, Washington, D.C., and New York

Sait Kutay 

Şen/Jeiran Jahani

Thursday, February 25, 2021 Jacob Lauinger, Johns Hopkins University ZOOM Unpublished Tablets, New and Old, from Alalaḫ/Tell 

Atchana

Tuesday, March 24, 2021 Nele Ziegler, CNRS and Collège de France, Paris ZOOM The Last Days of Mari

2021-2022 Wednesday, September 29, 2021 Holly Pittman, University of Pennsylvania and Penn 

Museum ZOOM

The Linear Style in Context: Glyptic Art from the Early 

Bronze Age Site of Konar Sandal South, in Southeastern Iran

Friday, October 29, 2021 Dominik Bonatz, Freie Universität Berlin ZOOM Tell Fekheriye (Washshukanni?) in Northeastern Syria: 

Shifting Political Hegemonies, Imposing Officials, and a 

Glimpse into the Art of the Late Bronze Age



Wednesday, December 1, 2021 Murat Akar, Hatay Mustafa Kemal University, Antakya 

ZOOM

From Early Bronze Collapse to Middle Bronze Urbanization 

in the Amuq Valley of Hatay (Turkey): Shifting Sites and 

Drifting Societies in Times of Environmental and Political 

Stress

Thursday, January 27, 2022 Necmi Karul, Istanbul Üniversitesi ZOOM Karahantepe: A New Pre-Pottery Neolithic Site in Şanlıurfa-

Turkey

Wednesday, February 16, 2022 Ivana Puljiz, Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg ZOOM The Palace at Kemune: A New Center of the Mittani Empire 

in Iraqi Kurdistan

Monday, April 25, 2022 Peter Pfälzner, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen 

ZOOM

Urbanization and the Expansion of Empires in Northern 

Mesopotamia. Results of Six Seasons of Excavations at 

Bassetki

Thursday, April 7, 2022 Fikri Kulakoğlu, Ankara Üniversitesi ZOOM Local Religious Iconography of the Central Anatolian 

Cultures in the Early Bronze Age: Recently Discovered 

Alabaster Idols and Statuettes in Kültepe-Kanesh

2022-2023 Wednesday, October 12, 2022 Luca Peyronel, University of Milan ZOOM At the Time of Anitta. Urban Layout and Public Buildings 

from the End of the Old Assyrian Colony Period at Kültepe, 

Ancient Kaneš-Neša

Monday, November 14, 2022 Piotr Michalowski, University of Michigan ZOOM Enlil’s Slumber: Poetry and the Phenomenology of Night

Thursday, December 1, 2022 Tara Ingman, Koç Üniversitesi, Istanbul ZOOM Identity, Mobility, and Burial Traditions at Tell Atchana, 

Alalakh

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 Piotr Steinkeller, Harvard University ZOOM Ebla’s Commerce with Armi and Kablul and its Importance 

for History and Geography

Wednesday, April 5, 2023 Çiler Çilingiroğlu, Ege Üniversitesi, Izmir ZOOM Hope in the Past: Reflecting on West Asian Neolithic after 

Graeber and Wengrow’s The Dawn of Everything

Friday, April 14, 2023 Michael Frachetti, Washington University, St. Louis There is No Periphery:  Re-centering Central Asian 

Engagements among its Bronze Age Neighbors

2023-2024 Thursday, November 2, 2023 Felix Höflmayer, Österreichische Akademie der 

Wissenschaften

High, Middle, or Low? Establishing an Absolute Radiocarbon 

Chronology for the Middle Bronze Age Levant

Monday, November 6, 2023 Charlotte Pearson, University of Arizona ZOOM Tree-ring and Radiocarbon Refinements Towards More 

Precise Chronology for the Near Eastern Bronze Age 

Monday, November 20, 2023 Murat Akar, Hatay Mustafa Kemal University, Antakya 

ZOOM

Post-earthquake Response at Alalakh: A World Heritage 

Initiative at the Bronze Age Capital (Hatay, Türkiye) 

Thursday, March 28, 2024 Rana Özbal, Koç Üniversitesi, Istanbul ZOOM Milking, Manure and Meadows: Isotopic Results from 

Neolithic Barcın Höyük

Wednesday, April 17, 2024 Harvey Weiss, Yale University ZOOM Synchronous Eastern Hemisphere Societal Collapses at 4.2 

ka BP

2024-2025 Wednesday, September 25, 2024 Grégoire Nicolet, Musée du Louvre ZOOM Schooling and the Longue Durée : Scribal Teaching in 

Ancient Mesopotamia at the Beginning of the 2nd 

Millennium

Shannon Oliver 

White



Thursday, November 14, 2024 Francesca Rochberg, UC Berkeley (ret.) ZOOM The Anthropology of the Distant Sciences of Mesopotamia

Wednesday, December 4, 2024 Ekin Kozal, Çanakkale Onsekiz Mart Üniversitesi ZOOM Interactions between Southern Anatolia and Cyprus in the 

2nd Millennium BC: An Analysis of Imported Pottery 

Monday, Februyary 10, 2025 Assaf Yasur-Landau, Haifa University/Eric H. Cline, 

George Washington University ZOOM

Tel Kabri: Rethinking Canaanite Urbanization and Rulership

Monday, April 28, 2025 Susan Sherratt, University of Sheffield (ret.) ZOOM The Connected World of the 4th Millennium BC: Questions 

Concerning Silver

Monday, May 5, 2025 Roger J. Matthews/Amy Richardson, University of 

Reading, UK ZOOM

Information Revolutions: Counting, Sealing, Writing in Iran 

BC

2025-2026 Monday, September 29, 2025 Lloyd Weeks, University of New England, Armidale, 

NSW, Australia ZOOM

Exploring Metal Production and Exchange in the Greater 

Persian Gulf Region, c. 2000-1000 BCE

Monday, November 17, 2025 Hasan Peker, İstanbul Üniversitesi ZOOM The Rise and Development of Anatolian Hieroglyphic 

Writing: New Finds from Karkemish and Alalakh

Wednesday, December 3, 2025 Lee Clare, Deutsches Archäologisches Institut, Abteilung 

Istanbul ZOOM

Göbekli Tepe in Chronological, Cultural, and Paleoclimatic 

Context: Reassessing its Place in the Longue Durée  of 

Neolithization

Wednesday, January 28, 2026 Daniele Morandi Bonacossi, University of Udine ZOOM Settlement, Irrigation, and Landscape Commemoration in 

the Heart of the Assyrian Empire: Sennacherib’s Irrigation 

System in the Nineveh Hinterland and the Preservation of 

the Assyrian Faida Canal and its Rock Reliefs (Iraq)

Thursday, April 16, 2026 Müge Bulu, Ankara Üniversitesi ZOOM Both Sides of the Story: Production of Syro-Cilician Ware in 

the Amuq and Cilicia during the Middle Bronze Age

Monday, May 4, 2026 Avary Taylor/Agnete Lassen, Yale University ZOOM Pigments, Metals, and the Decorated Surfaces of Ancient 

West Asian Cylinder Seals: New Scientific Evidence from the 

Yale Babylonian Collection


