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MEDIEVAL STUDIES (431) • Founded: 1954
 
This seminar addresses subjects of common interest to all branches of medieval studies, particularly encouraging 
interdisciplinary topics and approaches that stimulate discussion of issues in the study of medieval culture. It brings 
together representatives of medieval disciplines, from Columbia and elsewhere, who would otherwise have only rare 
opportunities to discuss questions of common interest.

CHAIR/S: Hannah Weaver; Jeffrey Wayno • RAPPORTEUR/S: Lennox Németh

2025–2026 MEETINGS

September 24	 Crusade and Communications: Louis IX's Letter to the French of August 1250
		  Cecilia Gaposchkin, Dartmouth College

October 22	 Ghosts in the Text: Tracing the Thousand-Year Adventures of a Scribal Error
		  Loraine Enlow, Jewish Theological Seminary

November 19	 Interweaving Texts and Contexts in the History of Ideas: Roots of Relativistic Thinking in the Fourteenth 	
		  Century
		  Joel Kaye, Barnard College, Emeritus

January 28	 New Perspectives on Power in the Medieval Mediterranean
		  Marcel Elias, Yale University
		  Nathanael Aschenbrenner, Bard College
		  Joel Pattinson, Williams College

February 11	 Pearls of Literature: The Rhetoric of Preciousness in Medieval England's Poetry
		  Valerie Allen, John Jay College of  Criminal Justice, City University of New York

March 11	 Embedded Objects: Sacred Intermediality in Medieval Murals
 		  Alexis Wang, Binghamton University, State University of New York

2026-2027 CHAIR/S: Hannah Weaver, hmw2147@columbia.edu; Jeffrey Wayno, jeffrey.wayno@columbia.edu


