SOUTH ASIA (477) ® Founded: 1964

This seminar broadens and deepens understanding of the South Asia region by providing a forum to discuss ongoing
research and special topics related to its complex and multiple societies, past and present. Drawing together scholars
from many disciplines, it fosters cross-disciplinary discussion on a broad range of questions, having recently deliberated
on religion and politics, the political function of violence in South Asia, national integration, language and community, pre-
colonial South Asian identities, and religious iconography, among other topics. The seminar is a merger of the University
Seminar on Tradition and Change in South and Southeast Asia (founded 1964) and the University Seminar on Indology
(founded 1993).

CHAIR/S: Carla Bellamy ¢ RAPPORTEUR/S: Ankush Bhuyan
2025-2026 MEETINGS

September 22 Islam Comes Alive After Every Karbala—Shifts in the Nature of Muslim Authority in Hindu Nationalist Times
Anand Taneja, Vanderbilt University

October 27 The Work of Religion: Violence, Trauma and Refusal in the Lives of Muslims in Hindu India
Zehra Shama Mehdi, Columbia University

December 1 Papers in Honor of Professor Frances W. Pritchett
Pasha Khan, McGill University
Amy Bard, Independent Scholar
Owen Cornwall, University of California Berkeley

April 6 Tryambaka’s Women
Kashi Gomez, University of Pennsylvania

April 20 My Mother was Not a Goddess: Life and Struggles of a Jogini
Chinnaiah Jangam, Carleton University

2026-2027 CHAIR/S: Carla Bellamy, carla.bellamy@baruch.cuny.edu
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