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This seminar is devoted to exploring substantive and methodological issues in the history and philosophy of science, 
broadly construed, ranging from epistemic and historiographic questions to issues of relevance and accountability. 
Topics span the presuppositions and practice of the life sciences, earth sciences, social sciences, physical sciences, and 
mathematics—from antiquity to contemporary quantum theory in the physical sciences, and including historical and 
evolutionary inquiry, biotechnology, ecology, economics, psychology, cognitive science, and interpretive social inquiry. 
Membership includes scientists, philosophers, and historians, and many sessions take place in conjunction with the New 
York City History of Science Working Group.

CHAIR/S: Pamela Smith; Marwa Elshakry • RAPPORTEUR/S: Stephanie Reitzig

2025–2026 MEETINGS

September 15	 Familiar Bodies: Household Spirits, Money, and Magic in Early Modern Saxony
		  Tara Nummedal, Brown University

October 27	 The Zebro and the Tlacuatzin: Animals in the Patchwork Columbian Exchange
		  Mackenzie Cooley, Hamilton College

November 17	 The Anatomy of Work: Occupational Diseases Between Social Satire and the State
		  Paola Bertucci, Yale University

2026-2027 CHAIR/S: Pamela Smith, ps2270@columbia.edu


